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MO NG the many Benefits which 


we reap from Hiſtory, this is none 
the leaſt, that it helps Very 
much to direct us how Religion is to 


be propagated in the World, The New _ 
Teſtament is very uſeful to us in this 1 
ref eff , the excellent Rules and Prece ts | 
to be ered: but the wiſe ConduBt of ou our 


bleſſed Saviour, and the Ahpeſtles, an 5 1 


ry fit to be Copied by all ſucceeding | 
Ages, in carhing on the * good Wor * 


and the Ftories of the ſeveral follw= |} 


EI iv. "The P R E F A c E. 5 
by Periods of the Church, are lilewiſe, 


in their own Degree, of confiderable Uſe 
"is to the ſame _ End aud. Pur 


poſe; For 
the-Pious and Charitable Endeavours * 


our Forefathers, when ſet" before us, do 


not only excite. and animate us to do 


the like ; but the Knowledge of the 


Cauſes which bindred. the. Progreſs | of 


Religion, 0 eweth us bow to prevent or 
Femove the ſame for the future, and ſo 
to 48 with _ W's i Su c- 


|  cels. 


5 N ; N 

114. Coils have. "Rory 
me, to Collect a Narrative of the En- 
deavours that have been uſed to Con- 


vert the Popiſh Natives of. Ireland to 


the Eſtabli d Religion. 


Ii now 


"the, Space of One Hundred: and Sixty 


Tears ſince the Proteſtant | Faith f firſt 


been Publickly there; and. Jet it bath 


made much ſmaller Progreſs among the 


Natives, than could be viſhed; there a 
. fri (CT it 1s # gore þ inge Six 


\ „ 5 ne x * 4 * * 4 55 3 3 2 -* | 8 \ 1 N * if ts 
* © ' . * , 4 ; "5. „ © & 2: ＋ 1 | 
7: 0» 10 06 \ „ i \ 8 ' ; : 
* , "8 4 
wither 4 \ * * $ : 
42 J * 5 
; | Þ 


3 


Wop 


Pap its N "at 8 to - Oils" Pete 
in Ne Kingdom”, although | we 1 
bad mam Advantages which. might. help. 
to fe Cilitate . this Work; for we have, 
Scriprure and Reaſon. of our ſide, be- 
ond all. "Contradiftion ; ; we bave Loyal 
ag” Peaceable Principles to * ingratiate 


our Religion with. the Higher Powers, „ 


and to induce them to promote it; ; and, 
| ſome ſhort Interruptions exkepted, | 


| have had tbe Examples of our en : 
narchs, and the Legal Eſtabliſhment, 


with many other "Temporal Advantages, 


to recommend it to the People. So 
that there muſt be ſome great Im pedi- . 
ment in this Matter, which ougbt to * 


talen * 


* 


11 will not therefor be PS 


3 back into the Times that * 1 
paſſed ſince the Reformation, to ſee 4. 
ter what Manner our Anceſtors have 
proceded in this Work, aud to find out 
* Cauſes that ſeemed t9 have rendred | 
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FN the Year « of our Lord 1 51, and the 5th 
1 of Edward VI. the Reformed Religion began 
to be firſt publickly profeſſed in Ireland. k 


* 


- The Book of C yer was printed 
in En ngl;ſh the ſume Year in Dublin, by Order of 

the Lord Lieutenant nd Council, purſuant to In- 
1 ſtruckions given by the King himfe f; and it was 
ad to The People, there being many in 
that City, 'who underſt that Lan- 
5 el Geor e Brown, Archbiſhop of Dublin, was 

| Perſog of Note who embraced the Frs. 
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Sincerity of 


a Speech for it at an Aſſembl of the Archbiſho 6 


* — — 4 25 


15 


ſtant Communion, and he gave foll Proof of _ 

Converſion og he was very zea- 
Ious in- propagating. the true. Religion, and took | 
great Pains in converting others to it. He preach- 
ed often againſt the Errors of the Church of 


Rome, eſpecially. againſt Praying in an unknown 


| Ne ang denying the People the free Uſe i; 
| the Scriptutes. FH cauſed all fuß pſtirions Relicks 
and Images, to be removed. out ot the two Carhe- 


drals i in Dublin, and the reſt gf the Churches with- 
in his Dioceſe ; and made the Creed, Lord's-Prayer, 
955 Ten. . mmandments,. to, be ſet up ig their 
ſigh. He c erfully ſubmitted o the King's Or- 
or reading the Lituse Lin lifh, a e 


Biſhops, and the reſt of the Clergy of Ireland, w 
were call d together by the. Lord Lieutenant | A 


(bar Occaſion 3; Which had ſg good HE thay ak 
Iſo. 


But George 94% Ak 


many of the _—_ _ lar "On op- 
poſed this good Work, ſo that it did not go on 


ſo ſmoothly and proſperouſly as might be expect- 


ed. And that religions and hopeful Prince, King 
Edward the Ich, dying two Years after, this bleſ- 
ſed Reformation in Religion, not having Time 
enough to ſettle and taxe Root, was ſoon pluck'd 


up and quite overturnd, by, the Acceſſion of Queen 


Mary to the Throne: In whoſe Reign, all that had 


been done by her Royal Brother, was undone and 


aboliſhed. The Proteſtant Biſhops and Clergy. were 


baniſhed, tlie Liturgy prohibited, the Scriptures 
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5 - it was very; hort, which, prevented füt 


2AM c1 ©: 


1 diſtributed. Jratis, for the Uſe of the Common- 
N being hut few ſmall. Ones to be bo 


Days. And this charitable. Deſign, was 
Very much 


gs ho were not at 


9 CES _ 


| piſh Superſtition and Idol 


Þ 177 * 9 7 


Arbe beſt « that- could be Kai of chi Rei 


irther 
Deſigns againſt the Proteſtants to. be executed-. 


Andi it -pleaſed-God, by advancing. Queen Eli 


Ke to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, not 


only to deliver them from their Fears and Trou- 
les, but alſo. to reſtore to them the free Exer- 


dCiſe of their Religion: For no ſooner was that 
Excellent Princeſs- (WhO took great Care to plant 
Religion and Learning, as well. as to enlarge her 
Condueſts i in that Iſland) ſettled in the Poſſeſſior 


of ithe Crown, but She ſignified Her Royal Plea- 
ſure by Her Lieutenant, That the Reformed Religi- 
on ſhonld be xet eſtabliſhed. in that 3 » Which 
Me eee e 1 

8 many Sz Aa OUT: Liturg MAC 
uk of inſtead Of: it;; Sentences, of 8 were 
aſſixed to the Church- Walls, in the Place of Po- 
ſh Trumpery-z and Bibles were: ſent over to, be 


:eneourgged, if 2 at firſt ſet on Foot, 


by Dr. Heath, Archbiſhop of Jet, ho ſent two 


large Bibles, to to beo ſet up in the Cathedrę 18. 
ret and St. Patrick in Dublin, for. 


Benefit of every one, Who had.a Mind to 1 | 


of them; upon which, great Numbers of P 
reſorted thither, chat they might have an 
1 of Reading the Word of God. 
"6 "Th Alternis in Matters of Religion 

great Ferment among the Roman Cub. 

licks of Ireland, and Apts the Natives .cſpe- 
regarded in it: For our 
ng 


cr V every where: Ktnp 


Dos: 4 4213 #6413 


n-Peg- 


) 


of any Language, 


ie 1 


pnblick Offices were no more anderſtood by them, 
Than the Maſs ; and they were as much edified-by 


the ane as the other; that is, nothing at all. Iu- 
ſtead of the inſtruckions and Exhortations which 
their: o Clergy uſed to give them, there was 
no Care taken to inſtruct them in a 23 
"which: they underſtood; but t they were ke] 

in the Dark, and left blindfotd; to ſeek r — 
Kingdom of Heaven as well as "they could: 80 


chat deing inſtigated, in that Junckure, by the King 
of i Spain, and the Pope, they rebelled in a great 
Body under Shave! O Neil, A. Di 1560. | Which 
RebeHtion beins "ſuppreſſed - the following Year, 


558 = the Year of our Lord 1563, a' Tax 
ay Hes Guſe-keeper, who would omit to 
Lee eto hure on Sunday „which being levied ex- 
Thi many came rather chan they would 
$ was an effecrua Way to bring many o "elem, 
&ially of the poorer ſort; within the Walls of 
Church! But it ſignified nothing towards Con- 
verting them to the Truth, as the Event plainly 
ſhewed.' For although to ſave. the Charge of a 
Tax; which they svere not well able to paß, many 
of 'them - appeared in Chureh, and an wered to 


chelr Names as they were called” by the Church- 


Wardens : Vet they continued Papiſts ſtill in their 


Hearts; and when the firſt Opportuni ity: offered, 


they both rebelled and returned to their former 
4 A. D. 1366. From n we” _ Ob: 
Wel. How vain vie impractienble a Thing it is, 
to Convert a Nation, by aboliſhing” their Language. 
This Method is really abſurd in the very Reaſon | 
and Nature of the Thing; for Men cannot be in- 
fkructed, and 4 A y converted, by the Uſe 


t ſuch as —"_ * 


Gun J 


and until 1 underſtand ur 2 if we 
would convert them, we maſt #pply-to Them in 
their own. And it is nos practicable; for if we 


wall conſider, the great Difficulty, of ſubduing 
one Habit or Cuſtom, we ſhall ibe-eatily.convinced, 
{Hae it is 2 great, a Task, to aboliſn a. Religion 
and a acc at (Hs and to prevail with a 
Nation or titude of People, not to ſpeak as 
they have och: uſed. to ſpeak, and not to think 
and believe as they have been tage to thick and 
believe from, their, Cradle. «dy SN 
-.. 2, It may he obſerved, that: "he and gentle 
Means are. —— effeQyal in propagating Religion. 
Our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus; the Author and Finiſher 
of Nee — 2 25 e the — 
Religion, and the right way of planting a 
n e World, impreſſed none in- 
to s Service, and uſed no harſh Methods in gain- 
ing Men over to his Religion: For Religion is 
ſeated in the Mind, and Chriſt's Kingdom is a 
ſpiritual Kingdom, cpnſiſting in an entire Sway 
and Dominion over the Hearts of Men; and there- 
fore we muſt not expect, that they wilt fincerely 
receive it, and. l to it, by any Means but 
ſuch as are fit ted-to ork upon the Minds and 
Conſciences of Men. Ie. Was by ſuch: Means as 
_ theſe, that our Saviour converted. Men tothe Chri- 
ſtian Faith, even by. propoſing; it to them with fach 
Arguments as were proper to convineg them of 
the Truth and, Goodneſs of it: And when Men 
uſe other Methods of Converſion, it gives, 'Cauſe 
of Suſpicion, 7070 Eager they are in the Wr Wrong 
ſelves; that they want better Means: of Con- 
Mben, and mics ue Opadneſt of dir Cue: 


Or if they; be in the Right, ſome will be apt to 
Pak that they decline the painful and _— 
ay 
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| Servaiit of the Tord muſt not ſtripe, bur þ be ao 3 


| — ) by tak 


"it x my 


Way of c convincing Men of their Errors. Bat hs 


 dides rhe Exampte of our- bleſſed Saviour, which is 


very worthy of our Imitation, the Spirit of God 


bath taught us, by St. Paul, 2 Tim, II. 24, 25, 26. in 


what manner we ſhould deal with thoſe, whom 
we would inſtruct, {and convert to the Truth. The 


to all” Men, apt to teach, patient”: 5 in "Meekne in 
frubting thoſe that Joppoſe emſelves, if God perad- 
venture will give hem Repentance to | the.' acknow- | 
bags of the Truth. Here God, WHO perfectly 
knows Humane Nature, and the Ftreſt Means 
prevailing with it; gives us Intimztion, that if 
we expect that Men. fhould'hearken to our Inſtru&i- 
ons, and receive our good Advice, we muſt treat 
them very tenderly; and have a great Care not to 
vex or irritate them ; becauſe Nature abhors to fol- 


low the Counſels of an Enemy. But to convert the 
Triſh, by- attempting to ' aboliſh their Language, or 


any0ſeyere and Aiſagreeable Methods, ſeems to 
be che Reverſe of this; 5 is ts think of perſwa⸗ 
ding and convincing” them, by enraging and exaf- 


— g them; and of gaining their Hearts and AE 
(without which they cn never be truly 


ing from them that which is 
dear and valuable to them; which is not 


dhe way to expel the morbifick” Matter, but 'to 


poyſon the Ph ſick of their Souls: And it is not 
to bind! up and heal, but to rankle and envenom 
their "Fpiritual Wounds. © And therefore it is ob- 


ſerved, that Men . loſe their End and 
1 


Deſign by ſuch Means, which ' tempt others to 


diſſemble, and to do Violence to their Conſcienc 
but ſeldom make true Profelytes. And the Truth 


of this is confirmed to us by what hath been juſt 


no- related. For the Means that were uſed to 


induce, | 


* 
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Induce, or rather compel, the riſk Natives to hear 
Engliſh Prayers and Sermons, and to hinder them 
from receiving any. Inſtruction in their own Tongue, 
made. few or no ſincere Conver ts, And only provo- 
ked them (as I have already obſerved); to, rehel 
on the firſt convenient Opportunity, and to apc 
ſtatize, if I, may fo term it, to that Superſtition 
and Idolatry from which they had not been in- 
, conyerted, .. 1.4... W e 


Therefore, it being obſerved, That the Reform- 
ed Religion gained little Ground in Ireland by the 
aforeſaid Means, Queen Elizabeth (for whoſe, Bious 
Teal and Princely Bounty, many of the Reform- 
ed Churches, beſides that of England, have (great 
Reaſon ſtill to bleſs. God) provided at Her ow 
Charge, a Font of Iriſ Types, with the other In- 

ſtruments of the Preſs, In hope that God in 
„ Mercy would. raiſe, up ſome to Tranſlate the 
„ New Teſtament into their Mother Tongue; as 
"William Daniel, Archbiſhop of Tuam, relates in his 
Dedication of the {r;ſþ Tranſlation of it afterwards 
to King James the Iſt of England. And as Sir 
James Ware tells us in his Annals of Ireland, in 
the Year of our Lord 1571, and the 13th of Queen 
Elizabeth, The Iriſh Characters for Printing were 
4 firſt brought into that Kingdom by Nicholas 
de Walſh, Chancellor of St. Patrick's in Dublin, and 
& John Kearney, Treaſurer of the ſame: And it 

de was ordered, that the Prayers of the Church 
_ < ſhould be printed in that Character and Lan- 
«guage, and a Church ſet a- part in the chief 
« Town of every Dioceſs, where they were to be 
* read, and a Sermon preached to the Common- 
de People; which was inſtrumental to convert ma- 

 « ny. of the ignorant Sort in thoſe Days. And 
& may de reaſbnably oppoſed, that rhis good 
e a e 
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Work had the better Succeſs, for that many Per- 
ſons among the Clergy and Laity, who were emi- 
nent upon the Account of their Rank and Station 


— 


in the World, as well as their Piety and Leatn- 
ing, uſed their hearty Endeavours to promote it: 


For as the World goes, the greater any Perſon 


is, the greater Influence will his Labours, have 


in all probability upon others. ' Beſides, this is 
a Work truly Apoſtolical; it was the chief Buſi- 
neſs about which the Apoſtles, and their immedi- 


ate Succeſſors, the firſt Chriſtian Biſhops, employ- 
et themſelves, - And indeed, conſidering the great 


the Pains and Induſtry of the Maſter-Builders, and 


therefore ſeveral Biſhops of Feland, and other 


Clergymen of eminent Degree in the Church, were 
very diligent and exemplary in thoſe Days in the 
Performance of this Duty : They conſidered, that 
it was not only a Duty chiefly incumbent upon 


themſelves, but that their good Examples would 


animate and encourage others; and therefore they | 
ſet their own Hands to the W 


6 ee ORF. adore and it pleaſed 
God' to bleſs their Labours with Succeſs: For 


they were happy Inſtruments under God, of tur n- 


ing many to Righteouſneſs. John Kearney, Trea- 


ſurer of St. ParricFs, compoſed a Catechiſth in 
75155 which was the firſt x printed in Ireland 


in that CharaQer. Nicholas Walſh, already men- 
tioned, after he had been promoted to the Bi- 

ſhoprick of Oſſory, h 
Ne Teſtament, but did not live to finiſh it, be- 


began the Tranſlation of the 


ing barbarouſly murthered in his own Houſe, by 
one  Dullard, againſt whom the good Biſhop had 


iſſued a Proceſs for Adultery. The aforeſaid Mr. 


Kearney, and Nehemias Donnelly, afterwards Arch- 


_ biſhop 


. 
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biſhop. of Hs PR if fame Work ; ir 
as we are told by Archbiſhop Daniel in the ſaĩd 
Dedication, *- Their godly End eavours were un- 
« timely cut off in Gods fecret- e a and! 
the Weight of the Burthen was caſt upon his o-Ʒ X 
Shoulders, which he faithfully diſcharged by the 
Publication of the Book, A. D. 160 ; the Pro- 
vince of Connaught, and Sir William: Uſber; Clerk 
of the Council, 9 the Charge of the firſt E- 
dition. After this, the ſame Pidus and Learned 
Prelate- tranſlated! the Book of Common: Prayer in- 
to Iriſh, and printed it, 4 D. 1608, with a Dedi- 
cation to the Lord Deputy. And as we have ab- 
ready ſaid, by theſe Means many | of che Natives 
were converted. | 

From whichiwe may again obſerve, that the 
Human and Chriſtian Methods of Converſion ge- 
nerally proſper; when the contrary turn to no- 

thing: By the former, he that reapeth, veceiveth 
Wages, and gathereth Fruit to Life: Erernal, Joh. V. 

36. But: by the latter, the ſpiritual Reaper fre- 
quently ſets the Corn à Fire, and very 1 ue ; 
brings any of it fafe into the Barn. 

And thus I have traced the Endeavours, that 
were uſed to convert the Triſh through the Reigns 
of King Edward the VIth, Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Beginning of the Reign of King James the Iſt, 
at which Time this Work ſeems to have met 
with ſome Obſtructions, or to have been 
poned; by. what Means, or for what-Reafons, 
we have no clear Light from Hiſtory we are 
left to Conjectures for the moſt „Which 1 

ſhall ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Reader, 
after 1 have firſt mentioned the two great Ob- 
e _ _ all N un humbly con- 
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in) very 7 muck hinder the Eonverſſe on of the 
1 ieee 
1. And the firſt was, the unſettled State 66 . 
Kingdom: There were frequent Rebellions and 
Inſurre&tions; which rendered the Thing impra- 
Qicable, while! they laſted: And after they were 
compoſed, they left Reſentments behind them, ＋ 
which very much obſtructed it. 
2. There was not a Proteſtant ee of Leatn2 
ing in the Kingdom, until the latter End of the 


_— 


7 
Reign of Queen Elixabeth; which Gccaſioned a | 
great Scarcity of Clergy, and efpecially of ſuch , 
as were capable of inſtructing the Natives; ſo T 
that although the Harveſt war A 5 * Las |; 
bourer's were few. £ 
But, God be thanked, theſe Obſtacles: are now > 
ina great Meaſure removed: The Kin dom ſeems 2 
to be in a quiet and ſettled Condition; and a 2 
Man may travel through any Part of if to in- ; 
ſtruct the People, without any Apprehenſions of L 
Danger; nay, it is ſo far from this, that in many d 
Places, he who goes upon that Errand, may erpect H 
to be kindly received, and made very welcome. 2 
And although the Number of the Clergy be not f 
equal to all!“ the Wants and Exigencies of that | 
Church, yet it is ſufficient to ſet this Matter on 1 
Foot. And there is an excellent Seminary of Learn- k 
ing now flouriſhingin the Kingdom; in which; as. * 
being the fitteſt Place; there have been ſeveral = 
Attempts made, to lay the Foundation of this + 
Work; upon which, in all probability, a glorious p 
Superftruture had been rais d, if they had met i 
with due and conſtant — — che lech * 
Theſe Wants and Difficulties] could not but * 
very much hinder the Progreſs of the Reformation K 


in that Kingdom ; and when they were in a 
great 


A 


GG ET ONT 
great Meaſure. remoyed; yet other Impedimenty 
ſucceeded. them, which put a great Stop to it in 

1, In the Year of our Lord 1621, the Congregae - 
tio de a Fide was erected at Rome, which 
then had, and ſtill hath, great Influcace in Ireland; 
eſpecially by means of an intimate Correſpondence, 
and frequent Communications, which were then held 
betwixt the Natives of Ireland; and their Friends 


in Spain. And the like Intercourſe is ftill kept up, 


with all the neighbouring Popiſh Countries; inſo- 
much, that When any. Deſign is ſet on foot, to 
propagate the Reformed Religion among the Na- 
tives, and to draw them off from their blind and 
diſloyal Obedience to the Pope, Emiſſaries are im- 
mediately diſpatched thither from the 1riſh Con- 
vents abroad, to baffle and defeat it. We may 


only obſerve by the way, that if the Congrega- 


tion at Kome, have ſuch Influence in Ireland, it may 
be preſumed, that a Proteſtant Society of the ſame 


boy but for much better Purpoſes, conſiſting 
of Perſo 


ns of Zeal and Piety, Intereſt and Autho- 


rity, in that Kingdom, will have much greater In- 


fluence in it. 1 1 

2. The Clergy and Gentry, who were fervent and 
active in this Work, departed this Life; and it is our 
Unhappineſs to have no Account in Hiſtory, that 
their generous and religious Deſigns were vigorouſly 
purſued, until Dr. Bedell went into that Kingdom. 
At the fame time it muſt not be paſſed by, 
that King FA MES ſhewed very good Diſpo- 
ſitions to promote the Converſion of the Hr:ſþ, 
as will appear from the following Account, 
which I found in a Manuſcript in the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Bridges's Library; of whoſe great 
Kindneſs and Generoſity in allowing me the = 5 
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Uſe of it, I reck 


. 


on my ſelf obliged upon this O- 
caſion to make a grateful Acknowledgment. 
Tbe King had given a Commiſſion to the Lord 
Deputy, Lord Primate, Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Will mot, Lord Camfield, Sir William Jones, Sir 
Dudley Norton, Sir Francis Anneſly, Sir Nathaniel 
Rich, &c. to enquire into, and make a Report of 
the State of Ireland. And theſe Orders and Di- 
rections are ſuppoſed to have been given, upon the 
Report made thereof to his Majeſty; where, after 
ſeveral Rules and Injunctions for eénlarging the 
Maintenance of the Clergy; for encouraging Re- 
ſidence, by making it convenient; for building Ca- 
thedral and Parochial Churches; for Prevention 
of the Alienation of Ecoleſiaſtical Poſſeſſions, and 


Ofvers are given. oe ella 
c 32. And we alſo ſtrictly charge the Lord Pe- 
ce paty and Biſhops, to take ſpecial Care, that good 
c Choice be made of School maſters and Uſhers, and 
ce that none be admitted, but ſuch as will take the 
:< Oath of Supremacy, and bring up their Scholars 
e in true Religion; and that Popiſh Schoolmaſters 
« and Uſhers be altogether ſuppreſſece. 


* 33, And we being highly offended with the En- 


Lands given to charitable Uſes, theſe following 


de creaſe and Inſolence of the Jeſuits and Prieſts, 


ee and Titulary Popiſh Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 


e ſuch like, that preſume to exerciſe Eccleſiaſti- 


4 cal Juriſdiction within Our Kingdom of Ireland; 
We do expreſly charge and command, That the 
e Statute of Secundo Elizabethe, there in force, 
,< that inflicts heavy Puniſhment upon ſuch as ex- 
ce erciſe any Thing to extol or maintain the Po- 
% wer or Juriſdiction, Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, 
« of any Foreign Prince, or Prelate, may be put 


de If 


te in Execution againſt ſuch as exerciſe; Bcelefiaſtiv = 
ec cal Juriſdiction by Foreign Power; And that the 
= < Proclamation be renewed for the Remove and 
„ Exclngott of them out of the Kingdom. 
= 36.-4 And We do alſo command, 

= <- Teſtament, and Book of Common - Prayer, tranß 
< lated into Iriſh, be hereafter frequently uſed, in 
e the Pariſnhes of the Iriſbrie; and that every Non- 

4 Reſident there do conſtantly keep and continue 
cc one to read Service in the Iriſh Tongue. 
| Theſe Orders were ſigned Feb. g. 1623, by H. 

Falkland, with a Memorandum that they be inrolled: 
And this is the Title prefixed to them: Orders aud 
Directiont concerning the State of the Church bf lre- 
land, an the Poſſeſſiuns thereof, Free- Schools, and o 
ther Endowments and Lands given to charitable Uſes, 
for and concerning other Things tending to the Advance“ 
ment of true Religion, and Maintenance of the Clergy 
1 the ſaid iRewim- 2 9 oo ooo with mnt Tay 

And his Majeſty being mindful of the fame good 
Deſign, in a Letter which he ſent to Sir Arthur 
Chicheſter, Lord Deputy of Ireland, given under 
his own Signet, at his Mannor of Hampton Court, 
October 16. 1604; To other good Inſtructions, 
adds this,“ We would have a preſent Conſulta- 
tion of all ſuch Things as may tend to the bet- 
ce ter Eſtabliſhmenr of the true Religion profeſſed. 

And the Privy-Council inaLetter to the ſameLord- 
Deputy, dated from the Court at W hitehall, the laſt 
of April 1606. ſend the following Inſtructiow con- 
cerning the Propagation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion in Trelayd : © Conformity muſt be wrought 
e with Time, and by the Care which you muſt 
„take to enlarge the Paſſage of God's Word; by 
* Choice and Plantation of ſufficient and zealous 
Men to teach and preach the ſame unto his Peo- 
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ce and ſome of St. Chryſoſtom an 


(ws) 
4 le; wherein we have mors Hope of good Bas, | 
4 (by the Favour of God) than by any ſudden or 
& violent Courſe in that Kingdom here the People 
<« have ſo, little Means as yet to be inſtrücted. 
hBefore Dr. Brdell went to Vreland, he was 
for the Apoſtolical Wayocof | Converting the 
Natives. And from one of bis Letters to Pri- 
mate Uſher, it appears, that when he was Provoſt 
of the College of Dublin, he made ſome Steps to- 
wards ſetting it on this Foot: For there is men- 
tion made in one of his Letters, of an [iſh Le- 
Qure in that Society, to which it is very probable 
he gave Encouragement. But when he was po 
moted to the Biſhopricks of ' Kilmore and Ardagh, 
he ſnhewed in earneſt,” how much he had this. cha 
ritable Work at Heart: For he applied himſelf 
to it with ſo much Zeal and Diligence, and uſed 
ſuch fit and proper Means for accom) lining it, 
that from the Succeſs which he had, it is to be 
preſumed, it would have taken great Effect throngh- 
out the Kingdom, if the ſame had been univer- 
flly uſed. He learned the Iriſb Tongue himſelf, 
and came to ſuch a degree of Knowledge in it, 
as to be able to compoſe an Iſh Grammar, and 
to correct the Tranſlation of the Old Feſtament 
into that Language, which he got done, the New 
Teſtament and Common-Prayer-Book being alrea- 
dy tranſlated into Jriſh. “He made a Short Ca- 
« techiſm to be publiſhed, having Engliſb on the 
one Page, and Jriſh on the other, together with 
« ſome Forms of Prayer, and ſome of the moſt 
<« inſtructing and 5 Paſſages of Scripture, 
if 1 Leo's Homilies, 


and diſtributed. it all oder his Dioceſe; and it was 
ſo 7” received r mung of the Xatives, that, it 
| gave 
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gave Grounds of Hape, that further Endeavoprs 


of th 


kind would not be vain. and fruitleſs. 


be neceſſary Books being provided, the next 
Thing to be done, was to get fit Perſons to make 


uſe of them; and 


in this he was very actixe and 


induſtrious. He obſerved, that the 1r;ſþ had been 
too much neglected by the Exgliſh, and that due 


Care had not been taken to 1 Religion 


and Civility among them; and t 


erefore he fail- 


ed not to acquaint ſome Great Perſons about Court, 
with the true State of Affairs, that ſo they might 
be induced, to endeavour to get the proper Reme- . 
dies applied, or give way to the doing of it. The 
moſt effectual Method for performing this, was, 
to fill the Church with Clergymen able to preach 
to the Iriſh in their own Language, which he look d 
upon as an abſolutely neceſſary Qualification, in 
every Miniſter to be employed under him, whoſe 

two Dioceſes were almoſt 1 inhabited by Na- 


tives: And therefore he rejecte | 
of it. One would think, that the indiſpenſible Ob- 
ligations that the Clergy lie under, to perform the 


ſeveral for want 


'% 
— 
* 


Offices of Religion to their People in a known 
Tongue, might have prevented any Oppoſition 
from Proteſtants, or at leaſt have ſtop'd the Mouths . 
of Gainſayers. But nevertheleſs, this neceſſary and 
commendable Practice raisd a great Storm unt! 


that good Man, and was the Occaſion 0 


much 


Trouble and Uneaſineſs to him, many looking up- 
on it as an Impoſition, which they were not obliged 
to bear: However, he knew that the Natives 
were not to be converted otherwiſe, . than by ap- 
plying to them in a Language which they under- 
ſtood; and therefore in his Collationz, he obliged, 


every M. | C: 
Tongue underſtood by the People. 
_ 7 7 „ 8 4415 B 3 1 F 
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liniſter 10 perform Divine Offices in a, 
big \ Th 
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"And that this pious and charitable Work might | 
go on more effectually, he encouraged the Cleypy 


t9 ungertake it by his own Example: For (as I 


have already mentioned) he ſet himſelf to learn the 


rip Tongue, which is a great Endearment to that 
People, it being taken as a great Complement by the 
s, to ſpeak to them in their own Language. 


Natives, to ſpeak't 1 the] 
He conferred frequently with them, and efpecially 
with their Prieſts and Friars. He had the Common- 


Prayer read every Sunday in Iriſh in his own Cathe- 
dral. He took great Pains to give thoſe whom he 
_ endeavoured to convert, a true Senſe of Religion, 
that ſo they might be Proſelytes indeed; and he 
ſucceeded according to Expectation, for of the 
moſt remarkable of his Converts, only one re- 


lapſed in the Rebellion in 1641. And when he had 


Grounds to believe, that any one's Converſion was 
real and ſincere, he failed not to make ſuch tem- 
poral Proviſion for him, as was proper, or as he 
conveniently could, And it may be preſumed, that 
according to the good Practice of this wiſe and 
learned Prelate, it would contribute ſomewhat 
towards reclaiming the Natives from their Er- 
rors, if ſuch as come over to our Church from 
the Romiſh Communion, were encouraged, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Circumſtances and Merits. It 
is not fit indeed, that any Man ſhould be perſuaded, 
to change his Religion for the Love of Money, or on 
any worldly Conſideration; becauſe he, who doth 
ſo, is guilty of great Hypocriſie and Diſ-ingenuity 
But nevertheleſs, Proſelytes ſhould 


before G 


be received with all Civility and Kindneſs; and 
when there is Cauſe to believe, that they are 
Men of Honeſty and Integrity, due Care ſhould 
be taken to make up, in ſome meaſure, the Loſs 
Which they generally ſuffer by diſobliging their 
. „ - | Friends 
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Friends and Relatio 


become Proteſtants 
vert others. 
And whereas the 
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Burial-Place, deſirin | 
/ his 


Friends and, Relations, and to make ſome Com- 
penfation for that Hatred and Ill-wil which they 
never fail of receiving from the Party which 
they forſake; and for that Doubtfulneſs and Suſ- 
picion, which too many will be ready to enter- 
tain, of the Truth and Sincerity of their Conver- 
ſion; which cannot but create great Trouble and 
Uneaſineſs to any generous and ingenuous Mind. 
Beſides, if Proſelytes be not duly countenanced, 
this will diſcourage others, and it will be a great 
Temptation to themſelves, to return to their for- 
mer Sent 0D Pe, 000 i  ODAGOO 7 Hl 
Theſe were the Methods uſed by this great 
Man, in converting the Iriſh Natives; and the moſt 
gracious and merciful God (who ſeldom fails to 
proſper thoſe, who obſerve his own Directions) 
was pleaſed to bleſs them with Succeſs : For he 
revail'd even with ſeveral Prieſts and Friars to 
„and employed them to con- 


iſh are repreſented by ſome, 
o be ſo very ſavage and untraQable, that it is 
not only needleſs, but alſo very dangerous to la- 
bour among them; the Sncceſs which Biſhop Be- 
dell had, doth not only confute this ; but the great 
Eſteem which they ſhewed to this beſt of Engliſh 
Biſhops (as they uſed to call him) in his Life- 
time ; and the ſingular Marks of Honour and Af- 
fection, which they paid him at his Funeral, even in 
the great Heat and Fury of the Rebellion, do ſhew 
from Experience, that theſriſh may be drawn by the 
Cords of a Man, and that gentle Uſage and Chri- 
ſtian Treatment, will prevail with them, when the 
. contrary Methods will not. For they ſuffered him 
(although he was a Heretick in their Opinion) to 
interred in his own 


his Friends thought fit, that the Office pro- 
per for that Occaſion, might be uſed. according 
do our Liturgy. And the Chief of the Rebels 
gathered their Forces together, and accompanied 
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his Body to the Church-yard in great Solemnity, 


and diſcharged a Volley of Shot at his Inter ment, 
crying out in Latin, Quieſcat in Pace ultimus An- 
glorum. _ e gs | 


When Biſhop Bedel was labouring with ſo. god 


Succeſs in the Vineyard, the Convocation, which 
met at Dublin 1634, took the Converſion of the 
Iriſh into Conſideration, and made ſeveral Canons 
for carrying it on. They ordered, that for the 
* Inſtruction of the Natives, part. of. the Service 
ſhould be read in Jrifb, where half, or - moſt of 
the Congregation is Jriſh.. That Miniſters in 
their Preachings, Catechizings, and private Con- 
ferences, ſhould endeavour to root out allungodly, 
ſuperſtitious, and barbarous Cuſtoms ; mentioning 
{ome uſed by the Iriſh. That where moſt of the 
People were Jriſh,the Church-wardens ſhould pro- 
vide, at the Charge of the Pariſh, a Bible and two 


where the Miniſter is an Engliſhman, ſuch a Clerk 
may be choſen (it it may be) | 
read thoſe Parts of the Service, which ſhall be ap- 
pointed to be read in 1r;ſh. Nay, there is fo great 
Streſs laid upon this Work, that not only every 
Preaching Miniſter, but in ſome Caſes, the Biſhop 


* 


will permit) to confer with Popiſh Recuſants, and 
. ir 
* by all good Means to endeavour to reclaim them 


. 


c from their Errors. 


If theſe Canons had been conſtantly and univer- 
dur obſerved, it is probable that the good Ends 
and Purpoſes, tor which they were made, bad been 

. in 


Common-Prayer-Books, in the Jriſn Tongue. That 
as ſhall be able to 


of the Dioceſe, is required (as his important Affairs 
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in a great meaſure attained. But we have little 
or no Account of this in the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times; and it doth not appear, tbat any Perſon 
of eminent Degree in the Ringdom, ſnewed ſuch 
Regard to them as Biſhop Bedell, who, notwith- 
ſtanding the apparent Goodneſs of the Work, the 
Unexceptionableneſs of the Means, and the remark- 
able Succeſs which he had in it, yet met with great 
Difficulties, and had much Oppoſition given him, 
and that even from conſiderable Perſons of his 
own Communion. It is very melancholy to re- 
flect upon the Obſtructions and Difficultiès, that 
good Deſigns commonly meet With in the World: 
Wicked Men will oppoſe them, becauſe they are 
good; and even good Men will ſometimes diſ- 
courage them, becauſe they take a wrong View 
of them, or becauſe the manner of propoſing them, 


5 * 
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1 or the Means by which they are to be accom- 
2 pliſhed, are not altogether agreeable and well- 
ie pleaſing to them. And it was this good Biſhop's 
J- . Misfortune to meet with fuch croſs Accidents : 
o For great Pains were taken to give the Arch- 
at Biſhop of Canterbury and the Earl of Srafford, 
* who was then Chief Governour of Ireland, wrong 
to Apprehenſions of what he was doing. Inſtead of 
nn joining with him, ſome, who preferr'd worldly 
"= Policy to the Rules and Methods of the Goſpel, 
ry exclaimed againſt the Courſe which he took, as 
_ unfeaſible and inpracticable: And by theſe Pra- 
"WP Ciices, the good Work, which he was engaged in, 
nd was much obſtructed, and went on mord flowly, 
m 5 Fi otherwiſe in all likelihood it would have 
| one. Rs 8 „ 
1 I be great Rebellion broke out ſoon after, which 
ds put a full Stop to this Work, and which could 
en not b. t at the ſame time convince too x ay; WD 
in N eee e RIS 


their Intereſt, as well as their Duty, to convert. 


great Cruelties, and unparallelVd Barbarities, upon 


glect a Work, which tends fo much to their o õꝗ-n 


| After this Rebellion was over, the Remembrance 


Years after the Reſtauration; to which Omiſſion, 


Soon after, he reſolved to 're-print the New Te- 
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felt the dreadtul Effects of it, how much it was 


* 
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A 


te hh rom! dee Pane Prinapes, a 
Nigated almoſt thelf whole Nation to commit lo 


ſuch Proteſtants, as were then under their Power. 
And this, one would. think, might be ſufficient - 
Warning to the preſent Generation, not to ne- 


Security and Preſervation, as well as the Happi- 
neſs, both Temporal and Eternal, of others. 


of what was paſt, made ſo deep an Impreſſion up- 
on the Minds of many Proteſtants, who ſuffered 
in their own Perſons, Eſtates, and Relations ; and 
produced ſuch keen Reſentments, that the Thoughts 
of this Work ſeem to have been laid aſide for 
ſome time : And (except-the Publication of a Ca- 
techiſm, having one Column in Engliſb, and the 
oppoſite Column in J-riſh, in the Year 1652, called, 
The Chriſtian Doctrine) after all the Enquiry that I 
could make, I cannot learn that there was any 
thing done towards their Converſion, until about 20 


the great Scarcity of Clergy at that Time did 
8 a little contribute, as may be reaſonably ſup- 
oſed. ona | | 
F Mr. Boyle, the great Chriſtian Philoſopher, was 
the firſt, who did any thing to purpoſe, towards 
ſetting this Work on foot again. He cauſed a 
Font of Jriſh Types, to be caſt at his own Charge, 
and an able Printer to be inſtructed, for printing 
the neceſſary Books in that Language; and made 
the Church Catechiſm, with the Elements of that 
Language, to be printed in Jriſh in the Year 1680. 


— 
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ſtament 
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ſtament at his own Expence, fd N ve- 
ry bountifully a Propoſal for Re- printing the Old 
Teſtament allo, ſubſcribing 48 for his Part, that 
ſo the whole Word of God, one of the beſt In- 
ſtruments of Conyerſion, might be put into the 
Hands of the Jriſh: The preſent Lord Arch-Biſnop 
of Canterbury was concerned with Mr. Boyle in this 
Work, and contributed liberally towards defray- ' 
ing the: Expence of the Preſs. And that this E- 
dition of the Bible in 1riſb, might be the better 
done, after the Tranſlation of ir had been reviſed, 
and corrected by Mr. Kirk, a Beneficed Miniſter 
in En gland but à Native of Scotland, and well 
he Ir; Tongue; he ſent it to Ireland, 

to the preſent 1570 Primate there, who was then 
Provoſt of the College of Dublin, that with the 
Aſſiſtance of the moſt learned Natives in that 
Kingdom, he might make ſuch Amendments as 
were requiſite: And his Grace aſſiſted at the Re- 
viſing of the whole Work himſelf, and took Care 
that nothing ſhould be wanting, to render it as 
confarmable to the Original, as might be e: 5 
ed. The New Teſtament was publiſhed in the 
Year of our Lord 1681, having a large Preface 
refixed to it; and the Old Teſtament came out 

In 1685 and many Copies of them were ſent- 
to Treland, and the Highlands of Scotland. One 


Mr. Higgins, a Convert from the Church of Rome, 
was uſeful 1n compleating this Work : He was em- 


ployed at the ſaid Primate's own Charge, to teach 

the Triſh Ls be in the College of Dublin, and 
was afterwards admitted into Holy Orders, and 
preſented to a Pariſh in the County of Tipperary, 


Where, as I have been informed, he hath done 


mal Good, by ö "IT to the Truth. 


1 


It doth not appear, that any further Progreſs, 


was made in this Work, until after the late Reyo—- 

ation ; which is another flagrant Inſtance of the Ml 
Neceſſity of accompliſhing it: For if it had not 
been for the great Number of, Papiſts in Ireland, | 


(who were fit Inſtruments for Promoting Popiſn 
Deſigns, both there and elſewhere): it is probable © 
that fuch precipitate Attempts had not been made, 
towards bringing Propery into theſe Kingdoms. 


After the famous Siege of Londonderry was. rais d, 


tations in the Barony of Iniſhomen, in the County 


of Donegal, and followed the Iriſh Army to the 
Southern Parts of Ireland; ſevera} Families went 
from the Highlands of Scotland, and ſettled in their 


Places. Theſe Highlanders being Proteſtants, but not 


underſtanding Engliſh, petitioned the then Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Derry, now Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, to 
ſend a Miniſter to perform Divine Offices to them 


in their own Language; which was readily granted, 


Triſh. in that Barony, one of them having a Be- 
nefice, and the other a competent Allowange from 


and two Miniſters were encouraged to preach in 


the Biſnop: And by the Bleſſing of God upon 


0 


ers, none of which underſtood , Engliſh. 


w y . * * * 83 


their Labours, they got four or five hundred Hear- 
The good Effects, of ſetting up theſe two Jriſh. 


o 


Preachers in the Dioceſe of Derry, were ſo apparent, 


that ſeveral of the ſame ſort were, and ſtill are, 
for the ſame Reaſons, employed in the Northern 


Parts of the County of Ausrim; which being alſo 


deſerted by the Iriſb, upon the landing of the Eu- 


gliſn Army, near Carickfergus in 1689, many Fami- 


lies from the Weſtern Iſſes of Scotland, who, un- 
derſtood no other Language but Iriſh, ſettled there. 
At their firſt going over, they went to Church 
yr | | but 
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but not underſtanding... the Divine Service cele- 
brated there, they ſoon went over to the Commu- 
nion of the Church of Rome, only for the Bene- 
fit of ſuch Exhortations, as the Popiſh Prieſts uſu- 
ally give their Congregations in 17 2 And when 
they! were asked the Reaſon, why they did ſo? 
They iſaid, It was better to he of their Religi- 
c O, than none at all: One of which was ana- 
voidable, if Care were not taken to perform Di- 
vine Offices to them in a known Tongue. Some 
ohſerving the ill Conſequences of this Omiſſion, 
and perceiving from this Inſtance, if proper Means 
were not uſed to prevent it, that the Highlanders 
(who remove in conſiderable Numbers into that 
Kingdom) muſt be Papiſts or Diſſenters, or of no 
Religion; a Petition was preſented to the Biſhop 
of Down, requeſting that they might have a Mini- 
ſter, to officiare- to them in their own Tongue: 
Upon which Mr. Dancau mac Arthur, was ſent to 
them, who performed the Offices of Religion to 
them in their own Language, to their great Sa- 
tisfaction. This Miniſter dying ſoon after, Mr. 
Archibald mac Collum, was appointed by the Biſhop 
to ſucceed him in the ſame Office; in which he 
was ſo proſperous, that he hath not only brought 
back to our Church, fuch Highlanders as had lapfed 
to Popery, but hath alſo converted many of the 
Natives of Ireland; and is, as I am credibly in- 
formed, ſtill gaining more to the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion. And there are beſides, three or four o- 
ther ſuch Preachers in that County, having; every 
one of them a conſiderable Congregation. B 
theſe Means, many Higklanders, and ſome Popi 
Natives, are added to our Church; whereas 
in other Places, where ſuch Care is not taken of 
them, the. Natives do not only continue in —_— 
63 - 1 Ut 
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f the High tanders. are. — off to ſes! 


— Meetings, or to S che Romiſh Superſtition e 
olatry . 15 Fit! , 


In wh Year- 17045 tue . e 5 


Rector of the Pariſhes of Donacauy, Dromore, and 
Roſorry, in the Dioceſe of Clogher; applied himſelf 


with great Zeal and tadofiry% to the Converſion. of 


the Triſh, being thereunto adviſed and encouraged by 
the preſent Lord Biſhop of Clogher, and alſo o alliſted 
and countenanced in it by Audley Mervin Eſquire, 
one of the Knights of the Shite for the County 


of Tyrone. He Was a perfect Maſter of the Lan- 
guage, and had a happy, Faculty of expreſling Terme 


of Divinity, and giving 5 an agreeable Turn 


in Iriſb. He made it his Buſineſs; in che firſt place, 


to gain the Hearts and Affections af the Natives, 
by treating them with great Kindiieſs and: Huma- 
nity, and particularly by being very charitable to 
the Poor among them. And obſerving, that they 
were wonderfully pleaſed, to hear Divine Service 


in their own Tongue, he took all Opportunities 
of inſtructing them, and adminiſtrin the Ordi- 


nances of Religion to them in.Jriſh, by appoint- 


ing publick Meetings with them, going to their 
Houſes, and attending them at the Places, where 


they uſually aſſembled to hear Maſs : He order'd 
Matters ſo, as to be with them juſt when Maſs was 
ended, before the Congregation was diſperſed, and 
then he read our Prayers to them in their own 
Language. Upon one of theſe Occaſions, the Po- 
piſn Prieſt being much troubled to ſee his Con- 
| gregation joining in our Service with great De- 


votion and Attention, told them aloud, „That 


our Church had ſtolen thoſe Prayers from the 


« Church of Rome: To which a grave old Na- 


tive anſwer'd : © That if it was 5 they had ou 
IE: * 
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«© th6 belt; as Thieves 5e r ny! do. Mr. Brown's 


Succeſs was, in ſome meaſute, proportioned to 
his Labours : For he did not only convert many 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church, (who have continued in 


her Communion ever ſince) but alſo drew, the Ge- 


nerality of bis Popiſh Neighbours, into a good 
liking of our Religion. And becauſe this ſhews 
how practicable the Converſion of the Jriſh is 
if fit Means be uſed for attaining that End; 
ſhall, for the Satisfaction of the Reader, add here 
the undeniable T eſtimony of ſuch as were Eye- 
Witneſſes: of his Labours and Succeſs. 4 


mY E the Provoſt Burgeſſes and the ether In- 


n habitants of the Town of Euiskiſin, bein 


0 deſired by the Reverend Mr. John Richardſon 0 

% Belturbet, to certiſie hat we aſſuredly know 
e of the Labours and Sücceſs of the Reverend 
„ Mr. Nicholas Brown deceaſed, in inſtructing and 
« converting the Popiſk Natives of tleſe Parts, 
by applying to them in the Jriſh Language; 
and being willing to contribute what in us 
lies, towards ſo Ufeful and Charitable a Deſign, 
do hereby certifie, That during the Space of 
* Three or Four ' Years, ending One Thouſand 
„ Seven Hundred and Five, which Time the ſaid 
« Mr. Brown” was an Inhabitant among us, he fre- 


2 a 
oO * A 


« quently, and in Summer-time, almoſt every Sun- 


ay in the Afternoon, had great Nurkbers of 
; 45 Popiſh Natives conven'd in ſome cohvenient 
« read ſome Chapters of the Old" and New Te- 
« ſtament in Ir; to them, and ſaid the Prayers 
_ « of the Church of England, out of an Triſh Book 
© of Common-Prayer ; that the People join'd de- 
;* 6h: * with bim, and expreſs d Sreat Satisfa- 
& tion 


* 


ee wie 


Place in, or near the Town; That he always 
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7 32 ) 
* &ion at what they heard ; that. the Popiſh Prieſts 
were ſo ſenſible of the Alteration theſe Endea- 
__ . yours made upon their People, that they 
& frighted them with unuſual Threatnings; aps a 
FE ins) whe ſeveral of them became Converts to 
the Proteſta nt Religion; and that We verily 
© believe many more would have renounced their 
Errors, had the ſaid Mr. Brown continued lon- 
« ger among them; that from his Removal to his 


 af- 


4 Pariſh of eee till the Time of his Death, 


he continued the ſame Endeavours, and as we 
are credibly informed, with the ſame or better 
Succeſs ;-and that to this Day, the Memory of 
the ſaid Mr. Brown, is upon that account valu- 
t able among the. Popiſh Natives of theſe Parts, 
& as in their common Diſcourſe we haye often 


& heard them declare. In Teſtimony of the Truth 


te hereof, We have hereunto ſet our Hands, and 
ce affixed our Corporation Seal this 28th 
52 Jamiarys 0 5 


John Dito * 
James Haſtings. 
John Cadan. 
James Rankin: | 
John. Forreſt. 


Thomas. * WY. 7 55 


Francis Jolmſton. 


Kobert Finlay. 
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PAY William Bal, Provoſt. 
Alen Cathcart. 
Robert Clare. 
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# 142 ES M1 4 5 * o Rockearn, depoſeth | 
nd faith, That he was Servant to the Re- 
Mr. Mah holas Brown, Rector of the Pa- 


& 775 N link K. erh, Pfummore; ab Donnac ac in 


the Years 1704, 1795, 6, 7j atid part of 8, before 
* Rig. ach; aw! \ which tirpe, the ſaid Mr. 
% Zrown took a great deal of Pains to convert the 


6 Iriſh 3 to the Proteſtant Religion, by read- 
« ing the Scriptures and Common-Prayer-Book, 
64 2 nverſing; with them in their native Lan- | 
age, which ſo pleaſed the Iriſh, that they aſ- 
& . led — 4 in great Numbers to hear 
« them, wheneyer he gave them Notice thereof, 
„ and always heard and received his Inſtructions 
« with Thankfulneſs and Satisfaction. And lis 
* Endeavours had the Effect of * ſeveral to 
« the Proteſtant Religion, wh Parents, Rela- 
tions, and — always before went to 
. Maſe; of which Number he knows Ten, viz. 
& Jobm Hoin, Bryan Mac Mans, Paul Keaveny now 
« in the Army, if alive, and Daniel Farrel, Eli- 
*6 zabeth G * Ta Catherine Reily, Sarah Clery, 
« Mary Mac Cadan, Catherine Clery, and Patrick 
« | Murphy, and this Deponent; all which have gone 
„ ſince to Church: There was alſo one Patrick 
« Dogherty Which Mr. Brown brought from Maſs 
«© to 1 3 and continued i in the Proteſtant Re- 
„ ligion While he ſtayed in this Country; and I 
te believe does ſo ſtill, 1 alive: That in the Pariſh 
« of Drummore there were more did turn from 
« Maſs to the Fromftant Religion, whoſe Names 
he remembers not, but if there is Occaſion for 
% it, can get their Names; he further ſaith, that 
ke he verily beliages, if Mr. Brown had lived a few 
« Years Jongsr” int bad Health to-profectre his 
66 Endeavours, "he would have gained: great TE; 
| ** S - l * 


E 2 bers of 5 en f-th 
* Proteſtant Religion, ſeyeral q em 
«. and his . that. = alwa 


1 \ ' 5 93 » T% > $8; 2 k 1 c K 
4 inf L p + | , oF". St 4 9 * 
M4 d T F 0 * N _ 
* 9 %; - * 7 \ 
eg 3153 e ay wo 4. 
i © — 7 : 5 0 1 2 * 7 
* 9 ; , $44 S 3- * 0 Jo £3 0 10 L "Mi 5 
«4d *+ 4 ; 4 1. . ” y * 2, * 1 
: 1 1911 Deer NN x ark 
Cl „ * 4 =”. 57 ? * K 8 * # 1 8. * * 44 14 * A N 
* 25 a * A « } 4 F 8 * £ 


wo 1 7 8 1 


* % 4 1 
g 35 N * 5 7 
1 4. ; P 5 7. 


. "James Murphys Perſon of good. ar 
deem in this Corparation, cams voluntary. | befor 7 
aud mad Onth on the * Ae of 1 

o the: RT ons. 


[I g 0 N 
W a 5 * 


4 N > * 5 
N „ C SS 35 SIN. 4A * Wiliam Ball 9 Fide 


. ; « 63% & Þ 
ER as e” - og 


* * 
** $ 


. & mY 5 { * * 
is; 44 4 24 | J 1 1 WY . 


: „ * . H » i „ os 7 1 [1 
ö 4 { oF | 8 p ., 2 N 7 N „ * 
7 1 | ; 4. 2 4 1 
iy 2 4: x 1 x Saks 2b Was ; : * * TE: pu ; by bs ; x 
| 1 7 * 4 12 n 8 1 * ws) * 'þ : 4 W. * e A E ge © W 75 a F 5 
| | | Ta hd. 3s 
0 ro th 8 hs dich 7 don 2 
1 ; 
ö - . . »**% 4 , „ 
44 3 **r 4 . % ws the 47 i * * ; R 5 
= # a Wo — 4 W. 10 * 7 of * 


1 * 


. - Enickillen Jawary 24s 17 1 12 
deen 875 | Tn 2415 


8 » ** 1 * Me 


Had the Favour. of, Fur, by he! 355 
101 ther, Wherein vou "Aired by.y ſig niſie 
to you what 1 know. of 815 Brown s Endea- 
.*-yours to convert the Triſh ſts in this Coun- 
d try, which J frequently 12 him ſpeak of, and 
cc wil relate to you, as jufliy as I can: He had 


0 +. Intimation given to the Triſ —— ou 


(hs) \ 


e he itefided/to read Divine Service in The riſt 
* Tongue, and appointed a Time and Place for 
that purpoſe; aral of em came 0 hear him, 
bt 3 to be muh furpriz'd at} but well 


with what —4— aud ä 
od, that warn dv 5 — — 


- ati Diſcourſts, and — were beter than 

their own's The Prayers he us d, were thoſe 
in our Cammon- Prayer,: Book, eſpecially in the 
. 9 n and the Diſcourſes he read, 
an 


were the: Goſpel for the Day, our 
Saviour Sermon on the Mount, and other ſe- 
* ñject Portions of the Holy Scriptures: This made 
„ ſugh an Impreſſion on 3 that they entreated 
„ Mr. Bonn to meet them again, which he did 

© on ſeveral Sundays, fo fucceſ ully, hat the Cen- 

ce gregation encrear more than he expected, and 

8 < attended him duly, till the Popiſh Prieſts in the 
© « Neighbourhood, being alarm'd at it, us'd ſome 
7 Means to take em away; (notwithſtanding this) - 
< there was a pretty good Congregation, when- 
r ever he was able to go to em: Had not a 
yo «© Load of Diſtemyers, he laboured under, con- 
<« find him to his Houfe, à long time before he 

« dyd, I doubt not but his Attempts in bringing 
c over the iriſh, wou'd have _ ſucceſsful ; for 
« he was a Man of an exem lary Life and Con- 

a rain that underſtood the Jriſh Tongue, and 
ac had Abilities and Inclinations = do good Ser- 
vice that way. I waited on him ſeveral times 
ee in his laſt Sickneſs; be was pleasd to commu- 

<« nicate his Thoughts to me about the Conver- 

& ſicn of the Iriſh, which he ſeem'd to have a 

ce moſt tender Concern for, and told me, that if 

© the Convocation wou'd be pleas'd to take it in- 
'< to their Conſideration, and cou'd prevail on 
G2 . 
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ee the Parliament to. encourage the Zuilding of 


Churches, and to eſtabliſh {Preachers and 
cc Schoolmaſters in every Dioceſe in the King- 


ee dom, be did not doubt, but the Succeſs wou 


be great within few Years ; to which he thought 


-« the Tranſlation of ſome choice Books into Jriſb, 


00 wou 'd be conducive: The firſt Part of Thomas 


% RKempis was (by his Care, and at his Expence) 


* tranſlated into Iri 115 which 1 lately ſaw in Ma- 
4 nuſcript among his Papers; the Characters are 
4 fairly written, and the Tranſlation (as l'm in- 
- & form'd) is exact: I preſume it may had for 
4 a reaſonable Conſideration ; if you: think twill 


be for your Purpoſe, pray let — know eit, and 


4 PI endeavour to 0 80 it for 155 on as rute 
2M ar as 4 can. MON D; I 
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William Sratan. 


March 


5 
y 
1 
. 
e 


reh 


ing-. 

&« dom, 8 ing in the Tri 5 Tage fx wou'd ng 
44 great Means of thein Converſion. And theie- 
« fore. that Application he made to the moſt Re- 
nd, and Right Reverend the Lords Arch- 
ps and, Biſhops, that they take into their 
What Number of ſuch Preach- 
* neceſſary i in every Cath how 
may be ee 
78 19717 


; + Tir Graces and, Lab, 2 | 0 . 


71 think, that endeavouring the Conver- 
V- ſion of the Papiſts i is very commendable. . 


6 


& And as to Preaching in the Triſh Tongue, W. 


QF, think it uſeful where it is pratticable. No 


The Reverend 1 Walter, Akin, Treafurer 
of the Cathedral Church of Cloyne, and Vicar. 
of the Pariſh of Middleton, in the County of 
— and Dioceſe of Cloyne, was the next who. 

ut. his Hand: ſtrenuouſly to this Work; where: 
FI J had the following Account from himſelf. 


Soon after he was collated, he ſet himſelf to ac- 


quire a competent Knowledge i in the Jriſh Tongue 
to which he was not altogether a Stranger before. 
| G4 | Then 


04 


üm, of their own 
15 karlih, to baptize their Ra Ps 
Sick, to bury their Dead, to Churc nyo 
. men, ano folemnize Matrimony to 
as, were to he married; inſomuch hut by hath 
married fix or eight Couple of a 7 4 nd one 
of the Natives bein dangerouſly ſick, told him, 
w_— « That if he would attend him in his Extemi- 
„he would not ſend for the Nomiſb Prieſt, 

FP) i by theſe Means this worthy Gentleman left 
the Po dig Prieft ſo little to do in his'Parifh, that 


one of the Chief of the Natives, © deſired him 


4 to forbear marrying ſo many of them; becauſe 
ce Wis — 1. Article of great Profit to the Po- 
ce 77 y, the Prieſt Would ſtarve for ant 
« of Bend, 51} it were taken from him. This 
bark been Mr. Arkins's practice for ſevergl oa 
aud he W it . the 10 Success. 
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| Anno Doniins 1709. The U per-Houſe ſent 2 
very pious and charitable Meſſage to the Lower- 


Honſe of Convocatiom with the Cantents of which 
they * n complied in the Mies as man- 
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„Acondün to the Order 0 FI Da the 
locuthr 20 His Aſſeſſors, Wels * Si 


neee the folloging My 
Tf) TINY : Wy oy „ * 
e I Am commanded by the W aid 720 
“ Convocation, to give Your Graces a | 
© ſhips their bumpfe Thanks for Your. Meſſage 
640 to Recuſaats, and for the great Ripa 
% VD¹ were pleaſtd-. to: expreſs therein, f 
« Lower- Houſe of Gonvocation : And to a 
% bur Graces and Lordſhips, That they wi 
«/ coed in that i at Work you bs —.— 
„ mended to — — all the Expedition that 
4 4 Matter of ſuceh Moment will admit of... Ard 
Don returning, he ſignified, that in Obedjc 
to the — this Houſe, ſe, he 
the Lords of the L Dp x-Houſe, with the above 
ae ee but 1 18 ö e rebel 8 FORTY, 5 
MIT 0 ,* yo Bu 
The Reverend Dean Gor, made the fol Re- 
ber from the Committee, to. con der the aper 
down from the Lords laſt on, Which be- 
ing again publickly read and debated P ph 
by Paragraph, deen —_— W! me 
eee bn e ee! 
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At TT IK. 13 
« "Hs Houſe cid with great cm- 
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_ paſſion, the Condition of the e 
is Kingdoifi, and conceiv 
rom 24 preſenr uncture of A 


e Wwitk the eſtabliſned 


t urch, "as think themſelves obliged to thank 
8 God for putting ſuch a'fave 


urable Opportuni- 
into their Hands, and to uſe more than or- 
fy Endeavouts at this Time to improvelit. 

bl being © Matter of great Concern to all 


110 Fi e Sing e y to! the Clergy of 
8 m, requires: the united Application 


Ul - highly deſerves che moſt ſe· 
18 ee of the CGnvocation : 

i Ha 8 chis Ecole hath thought fir to 

& exif" in the Aſſiſtance of their Brethren of, the 

ey Lauer eus, and do with all Zarneſtneis re- 

1 to them the Coniſideration of this 

5 115 Affalr, deſiring them to draw up ſuch 

798 8 as may be moſt convincing, and to 

e ſuch Methods of addreſſing to Recu- 


eſs made in this 
c charitable Work, that 


The Biſhops are at refent; ſo engaged their 
« .conſtant 3 Parliament, god by they 


5 have more than ordinary Occaſion at * this Time; 
© for the Aſſiſtance of the ene to p te- 
* pare arid digeſt this Natter. as Thy 
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x emp to” conkder Of) wa 
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UL ik Gr ſuggeſt: 25 Arguments 
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mmunicate the fame as oon as 
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« 8 8 9 ok ſome fit Perſons may be 


te vided and encouraged to, Preach, Catechize, and 


« perform. Divine Service in ther Jriſh Tongue, 


1 at ſuch Ties and Places as the Ordinary of 


"Fs 


each Dioceſe, with the Conſent of the Incum- 


, bear of. the Pariſh where due e Offices ſhall de : 


performed, ſhall direct. PIG It 
8 gener, That ſuch Clerg men of cock 


1] 60 Dioceſe as are gone by their Skill in the 


« Iriſh Language, RE this Work, and are wil- 


0 £ ling, to undertake. it, N Ew Preference, 
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« not only in their own Pariſhes, but in ay other 
© Parts o the Dio Men en 1 

Reſolved, That N rn andre 
« from the Popiſh Religion, a 


in e for 1557 Wat he, Gallas y « of: 
| ale 5 ttled. 9 Abe 5 W 
«of Parliament, as 18 . | 


ey {bal — WY hen! 


« by their Diligence therein. 
9 That in ares #9. 
&,:0f; ſuch. Clergy-men as 

70 Work, or to Chu the Hu 


"Oh * no. no Bene 2 98 gy1 
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| o 10 the Biſhop of che L Heele, 
delete Tharro defray 

ing the Meaſures 

« my. g Reſolutngs: the Bos ae 

M to make ſuch Provifion;as f 

* ceſſary 

e Relolved, That Alis "oy 1 yg 

” Majeſty, for. —_ ters, Patents to Erect 

Mr: Corporatige, e of. Tre, and diſpo 
10. ling charitable Ori fof promoting 


4 


er the Converſion of Papiſts s in this Kingdom. | 


| Beſides the — Means, wk. miſt not Smit to 
mention thoſe. which have been lately uſed in 
rde College of Dublin, to promote the Conver- 
| ſion of the riſk. The Reverend Dr. Hall, > pre. 
ſent. 


Work, and a | 
Lecturer, there mi it be a ivfficient Number of 


thereof, have 


( 


pported for fome Time, at 

hy, to teach 1505 ri- 

vately to ſuch of the Scholars as had a Deſite to 
learn that Language. And the preſent Arch- Biſhop 


of Dublin did, ang doth till encoùrage Mr.Lyniver, 


to teach it publickly.” There is alſo a ſmall 1. 
lowance Keile in that Houſe for a few Natives, 
to which, ik more were added by the pions 
Charity of Perſons diff ed to encourage this 
Saàkry ſettled for an Ir 


Scholars trained" Ks a few Years, to in- 
ſtruct the Popim Natives in their own Language. 
And as it is much rn the Po en n that r 
Seiety, tc do great Service t this way, 
o the worthy and learned Provo an Fellows 
ſhewed their godd Piſpoſitions, to 

do their Parts in pr moting this good Work, by 
contributing liberal towards the Support of the 
ud Lyniger, and A giving him the following 
ES roars eb S bim farther Encou- 
fit. co inſer here, not 


| Weight of fo 


7B "hs Frovatt — Renn Ip 15210 ity 
College, Dublin, do certifie, T bat Mr. 
* Charles Tyner hath, for the Space of Three 
4e Years laſt paſt, with our Conſent and Appro- 


c bation, taught many of the Students in the ſaid 


<< Coll Ze the 1riſh 6 Langiage who have made a 


© conſiderable Progreſs therein. And we are 
« humbly of O 17 55 That if the ſaid Work 
© were promote and encgunnged, it mah prove 
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| In the Beginning of 1910, When. moſt of the 
Fopiſh Prieſts in Ireland had, by declining . the 
Qath of Abjuration, render'd themſelves liable to 
great Penalties, if they. exerciſed. their Function; 
they forbore, for the. greateſt Part, to perform 
any Religious Offices: So that for fome Tim 
their Pegple went to no Publick Worſhip, — 
many of their Children wanted Baptiſm. This 
occaſioned great Complaints and Murmuring a- 
mong the Fiſh, and. brought. ſevere Reflection 
from ſome Proteſtants. It ſeemed to be hard 
Uſage, to deny them the Uſe of their own Re- 
ligion, and ſupply them with no other; by which 
Means, they muſt either be abandoned to utter 
Darkneſs and Barbarity, or given up as a Prey to 


Deceivers. 1 r 

Therefore, to prevent this, ſome Clergymen of 

the Eſtabliſned Church, „ in 

that ſeaſonable Juncture, to the Converſion of 
the Iiſn. They performed Divine Offices to them 

with good Succeſs. For the People attended with 

great Devotion, and expreſſed much Satisfaction 

| at 


— 


at the hearing our Prayers in their own Languags. 
It was a joyful Surprize to them, and like gi- 
ving Sight to the Blind. They openly declared, 
That our Publick Service was very good: That 
they liked Jriſh Prayers much better than Latin: 
That they diſapproved of Praying in an unknown 
Tongue: And, ſince their own Prieſts were taken 
from them, they would join in our Worſhip, 
if it were celebrated in their own Language. Some 
of them were obſerved to de much affected, and 
0 highly pleaſed, when the Word of God (which re- 
: joiceth the Heart, and enlightneth the Eyes, Pſal. XIX. 
8.) was rend to them: And it was very remark- 
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able, that two Men, of thirty Years atleaſt, were 


ſo much taken with it, that they bought FTrimmers, 
and learned to read, that ſo they might be able 
to ſearch tlie Scriptures: themſelves. i! 


This good Beginning giving Grounds to. hope, 


that further Endeavours of this kind would 


not be vain and fruitleſs among them, one of 


the forementioned Clergymen bought à Font of 
Triſh Types in London, in order to print the Bible, 
Liturgy, and ſuch other Books in the 1r;ſh! Lan- 
guage, as might be neceſſary or uſeful for their 


nverſion: And a P 


e ſal to this Purpoſe bein 
drawn up, and laid be ble : — 


e: ſeveral noble and wor- 


thy Perſons of Great Britain and Ireland, they ap- 


ved of the ſame, deſiring that thoſe Books 
ould be printed with all Expedition, by Sub- 


ſcription, and offering to contribute towards the 


defraying the Charge of the Preſs. 
But this Affair immediately took another Turn, 
and was ſet on a much better Foot (as it is hoped) 


by the good Advice and Aſſiſtance of the Honour- 
able Francis Anneſley Eſq; of Lincolns-Inn-Fields, 
who was pleaſed at firſt, and ever ſince, with 
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(46) | 
Zeal and” Charity, e his other great Abi- 
lities and Quali cations, „to lay hold of all Op- 
unities of ſetting forward this Work. When 
was firſt acquainreÞwith-the Deflgn,. he ap- 
proved of it, and offered to be à Canttibutor ; 
and withal ad viſed; chat; (the Converſion: of the 
Triſh being a Work ſd neceſſary: to be et abont, 
and of io great Advantage to "theſe — 
for the better and more effectunl carrying af. 
it on, it as r ———— it ſhould be done at the 
ublick and that he did not doubt, 
his Grace — * Duke of Ormond, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of yeland, would both encourage and ſup- 
port it himſelf: And would alſd cintercede with 
the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, to favour and 
cheriſh ſo uſeful and expenſive: an Undertaking, 
with Her N n fe an Enenutage- 
ment. OF han, e boot anT 
In order: to hey ile Affair upon 10 950d a Foun- 
dation, he recommended it to the: Right Honour- 
able Mr. Seuthwel, Secretary of State for Ireland, 
who approving — Deſign, and declaring it 
was his ub Belief - that it would be very acceptable to 
the Duke of Ormond,” the Propoſal was cnjarged, 
ſo as to comprehend every Thing, that was deem- 
ed requiſſite towards the Oonverßon of the — | 
Then it was laid before the Lord Bifhop of Nil- 
and ſeveral of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gen- 
try of Ireland, who contented that it ſhould be pre- 
ſented to the Duke of Ormond in their Names : 
And it was particulatly ſubmitted to the Conſi- 
deration of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Angleſey, whoſe Hipprovetion ave the Deſign a 
ir and hopeful Proſpect, it being hardly 
e queſtioned, but the favourable Opinion and 
| . of an —— Peer of ſo EOS an 
* er- 


RY Car 5 
L alli ſtaidinp, and of ſo remarkable à Diſp66: 


n omote every good are would: have 
pf 1 855 ufluence Won others. 10 f 0 UN * 
When Things s Were thus prepare. the follow- 

ing F Was a to the Duke of Or- 


on b To * \ . Is 
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10 He Grace Na x's Duke of Oxon N D3 
„Lord Lieutenant Eh and General 
Havernour of Trelud. W 


The 11 MEMORI AL 7 7 
ein ee of Ireland, the: Lord ' Biſbop of 
thr King 
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XT Ae RO nds more e er- 
t promote A Common Welfare 
| 22 ag "the Converfion of the Popſſh 
Natives to he Proteſtant Religi 3 whereby 
e the. Engli Intereſt wou'd be ſecured, 
ee Trade and Induſtry encreafed; 1 derb che Spi- 
ce ritual and Temporat, Good "the Iriſh them- 
cc ſelves advanced in that Kingdom. And whereas, 
* in order to obtain theſe 9 * y Ends, ſeveral 
&« Laws have been lately made in Hreland, — 9 
Courage and weaken. NST in that Rin 
and one Statute, particularly hath been enacted 
© to prevent the. Succeſſion” of Popiſh Sen 
< dy virtue whereof, the Number of Pe 
« Prieſts is alrea —enſihly decreaſed in K. - 
« and it is probable, that in ſome Counties, the 
“ whole Succeſhon may be extin& within a few 


« Years. And whereas the Natives, where Trial 
© hath 


5 „ 3 
< hath been made, have expreſſed great Satisfa- 
** ion upon hearing Diving Service perform'd in 
< their own Tongue. And laſtly, Whereas there 
are no printed, Books of Religion (except a very 
„few Bibles, and Common-Prayer-Books) now 
s extant in Jriſh; therefore that our Pure and 
Holy Religion may be propagated among them, 
« by Evangelical and Religious Means, and that 
„ ſo many Souls may not be abandoned to utter 
Ignorance, Inſidelity, and Barbarity, on the 
te one fide, or left a Prey to Deteivers on the 
N _ it is humbly ' propoſed as follow- 
Qs. - ; | | 1 
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„ e 
1. That ſome Numbers of New- Teſtaments 
4 and Common - Prayer- Books, Catechiſms and 
Expoſitions thereon, Whole Duty of Man, 
« and ſelect Sermons upon the principal Points 
«of Religion, be _ tranſlated . an printed in the 


4 Jriſni Character and Tongue; in order to which, 
« the only Set of .Jriſh, Characters now il, Bri- 
c rain, is bought already; and that thoſe Book 

« be diſtributed in the 7riſh Families that can 
c read, but eſpecially. be given to ſuch Miniſters 
as ſhall endeavour to convert them, and to 

« give them a.tzue and praftical Senſe of Reli- 

SCE oh... oo. TT YR. 

4176 f. « That the whole Nation may in Time be preſ] 
% made both Proteſtant and Engliſh, That Charj- cour 

*« ty-Schools be erected in every Pariſh in Ireland, And 

. for the Inſtruction of the 1r;ſþ Children gratis, Irela 
in the Engliſh Tongue, and the Catechiſm, and | to tt 

„ Religion of the Church of Feland. lay 1 
III. 7 That in order to the carrying on the fore- i Biſho 

% going Deſigns, in the preceding or any other . pinto 
x8] . that ſhall be thought requiſite 40 pro- what 
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„ 
« mote the ſame, à Charter be ſued out from 
Her Majeſty, conſtituting an Incorporated So- 
1 ciety of the Well- diſpoſed to ſo good a Work, 
„ conſiſting of the Lord Primate of all Ireland, as 
« Preſident, the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, ſome 
« of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of Vre- 
% land; empowering them to take Subſcriptions, 
receive Benefactions, make Purchaſes, and hold 
Courts and Conſultations for the more effectual 
promoting of the ſame. Ax mh Do 
IV. “ That ſuch of the Lords Arch-Biſhops, 
and Biſhops of Ireland, as Your Grace thinks 
de fit, be conſulted about this Propoſal ; and if 
de they approve of the fame, that with their Ad- 
vice and Concurrence, à Petition be drawn up 
ce and preſented to Her Majeſty, for conſtituting 
e“ ſuch an Incorporated Society for converting the 
« Triſh Papiſts. - "OE. i 


. May it therefore pleaſe Your Grace' to coun- 
tenance and encourage this Undertaking, 


in ſuch manner as in Your great Wil⸗ 


dom Vour Grace may think fit - 


- \ 


The Duke gave it a very kind Reception, ex- 
preſſing his good Intentian to give it all the En- 
couragement, that might be expected from him. 
And that no Time might be loſt, he ſent it 
Ireland, with a favourable Letter in its behalf, 
to the Lords Juſtices, defiring that they might 
lay it before the Lord Primate, and the Arch- 
Biſhops and Biſhops then in Dublin, for their O- 
pinion as to the Uſefulneſs of the Work, and 
what were fit to propoſe to Her Majeſty therein. 


i 


11100 
Their Graces and Lordſhips expreſſed in their 
Anſwer, Their good Thoughts of the Subject 
Matter laid before them; but withal intimated, 
that it wonld require the Help, and Advice of 
the Parliament and Convocation. 
And therefore, in order to prepare Matters for 
thoſe venerable Bodies, the Duke of Ormond ob- 
tained a Licenſe from Her Majeſty to the Con- 
vocation, among other Points, to conſider of, and 
agree upon the moſt proper and effectual Me- 
thods to be uſed, for the Converſion of the. Iriſh. 
And it was thought adviſeable, That the whole 
Affair ſnould be laid before the Queen, in hope 
that Her Majeſty's Countenance and Authority 
would be very effectval towards promoting the 
Deſign, and making it a general Work through- 
out the Kingdom. To this End, the enſuing 
Petition was preſented to Her Majeſty. 


To the QUEE N's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Humble PETITION of as jour Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Loyal and moſt Dutiful Sub- 
jects, whoſe Names are underwritten ; 


 HumBLY SHEWETH, 


« YH AT whereas the Want of the neceſſa- 
” 2 ry Means of propagating the Proteſtant 
Religion among the Natives of Ireland, hath 
given Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits great Advan- 
tage of keeping the ſaid Natives in their Errors 
« and Superſtitions, and in a blind Obedience 
1c to the Foreign juriſdiction of the Church of 
Rome; and alſo hath given them an Opportu- 
t nity of corrupting them with Principles, and 
A VCC 


4 excitig 8 them 


(310 
"to; Ke prope of © Jety dan 


vence to Yout , Majeſty's s faered 
nd G Goveriiment. © 3, 
by nd whereas the ie Game of the Natives 
Treland'to the Proteſtant Religion, is 2 Work, 
« which, beſides ce Treat and many Benefits, 


«& Spir rial and Tenor, which ward there l 


« à0 re to themſelves, muſt alſb bring 2 con- 


| © ſiderable Addition to the Strength 7 Your, 


« Majeſty's Imperial Crown, and woll d tend very, 
4e much to preſerve, And promote the Security and 


de Traut Allie of out Eritiſh Subjects in that 


„Kingdom, and to encreaſe the Wealth and Ia 
ho * provement thereof, 
nd whereas, divers Lays having been lately 
& made to weakeh the P Intereſt ih Iraland, 
© and one patticularly td extinguiſh the Succeſ- 
* ſjom of the Popiſh Clergy ; It i is to be hoped, 
r that by the Divine Bleſſing, theſe Means may 
„ proye ſucceſsful for attaining, the happy Ends 
« for which they were intended, if they be in 


| « due time ſeconded with proper "Methods of 1 in- 


Iſtructing the Iriſh; and of converting them from 


< their h And whereas ſeveral of the No- 


e bility, Biſhops, Clergy, and Gentry of Jreland, 
95 and other: Your Majeſty's gdod Subjects, hay e, 
60 1 this ſeaſonable juncture, ſhewed their n 
Difpoſitions to apply themſelves heartily t 
this Work, and are very deſirous that thoſ 
Helps and Encouragements may be given to 
it which are neceſſary to make it a general 
« Work throughout the Kingdom. 


re 


d And whereas, not only to the Beginning, but 


is alſo to the carrying on TY Work, it will be 
* requiſite, that Miniſters and Catechiſts, duly, 
oe Fa to inſtruet them, be provided and en- 
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B25 be printed far gh eir 
44 458 Principles of true Rath ion; and th Ib Cha- 
« rity Schools. be erected ikeniife, for. inſtry&ivg 
« their Children gratis, In 
& and in 78 Proteſtant neh g 

And w 1 85 it is d, 
4% Yout Majeſty 9 be pleaſed to conſtitute, 
Wn" by 7 15 Chin” an n incorporated So- 
« ciety for promoting the Conyerſion of the Triſh 
& and their "Jaſtrufticn | in ſuch Principles as wil 
4e retain them, in due Obedience to Your Maje- 
“e ſty, it would be the e e ee * 


c attaining the ſame. 


« to have reſerved ſo gra 200 ſo 3k a Work, 

« to be one of the pecy 

« jeſty's moſt happ py Rel in. 

May it therefore Pac Your 800 Fe) 
ce Majeſty, to Erect, Conſtitute, and APDOU by 

« Your Royal Charter, a Corporation, b y the 

Name and. Title of the (Society for pr rain 15 

E 


ö the True Ke formed Religion, 4s it is 

in the Kingdom of Ireland, among the Popiſh, 
tives thereof) empowering. the laid Society to 
« Collect, Receive, Manage, and Diſpoſe of the 
ec Charity of all ſuch Your Majeſty's goo. Sub- 
jects, as will contribute to this good Work, to 
« make Purchaſes, to Implead, and be Implead- 
ed, and to hold Courts and "Conſultations con- 
% cerning the foreſaid Purpoſes, and granting 
them ſuch other Liberties and Privileges, as 
© may be requiſite for the better carrying on. the 
F ſaid pious and charitable Deſigns. And may 
< it pleaſe Your Majeſty, to give ſuch, further 
5 Help and Encouragement, to the carrying on ſo 
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(0.543) ” 
mended to the Queen by the::Arch-Biſhop of York, 
and the Duke of Or mond. And Her Majeſty be- 
ing POP diſpoſed to countenance / and, encou- 
rage ſo Religious a Defign,, received it very 
graciouſſy, and: order'd the [ord Lieutenant of 
Ireland to make a Report of it. In this Juncture 
many Objections were made to the Memorial an 
petition; and it was ſuggeſted by ſeyeral Perſons 
of Ireland, to ſome of High Station here, that the 
Methods therein propoſed for ſetting forward the 
Converſion of the Iriſp, were cantrary to Law, 
deſtructive of the Engliſh Intereſt, and inconſiſtent 
with the Juriſdiction of Biſhops, and the Autho- 
rity of ö And although 
theſe Objections were wholly grounded upon a 
wrong View, That was taken of the Memorial, and 
had not any Foundation in Scripture, Law, or Rea- 
ſon ; yetiitzwas thought expedient, that any fur- 
ther Progreſs in this Affair ſhould be deferred, 
until the Sen and Judgment of the-Convocation 
about it ſhould be known; and, likewiſe until 
Trial ſhould he made, whether the Parliament 
wou'd Countenance and Encourage, it. 
While theſe Endeavours Seve, ad in, England 
to promote the Conyerſion of the ſriſh,.the Lor 

Archbiſhop of Armagh, and his Gler 
Sufi er maintaining two Miſſionaries to 
preach lin iſh to the Natives in the Dioceſe of 

Armagh. Tho Lordhichop of Derry; and His Clergy, 

did the ſame for the Dioceſe of Derry; Where their 
Miſſionaries; as I haye been ld, hag ſucceeded 

in gaining ſome. Proſelytes to our Church, and 

in bringing: many mare into a good liking of our 


Yajoined in a 


| IF Service. But 1 ha AQ certain, Account, what 
| - Progreſs the former haye made in this Work. > 
* at ade V + Sn 8 1 : 8 
\ i 4. 3 
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As ſdon as the Convocation met, the Lower- 


Houſe entered upon Conſideration of this Affair; 
and although the End propoſed, viz. The Conver- 


lion. of the Iriſh, was highly approved of by every 
one; yet the Opinions about the Means of attain- 
ing it, were very various and different; which oc- - 
caſioned great Delay, inſomuch that the Time, 


for making Application to the Parliament, for a 


Fund to carry on the Work, being almoſt ſpent; 
tke Right Honourable Charles o Neil Eſquire, a 
worthy Member of the Houſe of Commons, at the 


Requeſt of a Well-wiſher to the Deſign, moved, 


That the Converſion of the Jriſh ſhould be taken 


into their Conſideration. Upon which, a Com- 


mittee was immediately appointed, nemine contra- 


dicente, to conſider of this Matter, and to make 
a Report of it to the Houſe. When the Report 


was made, the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
ſkewed ſo zealous a Diſpoſition to do what might 


be expected from them, towards promoting and 


encouraging the Converſion of the Triſh, that I 
| ſhould; fail in paying that Reſpect which is juſtly 


due to them, if 1 ſhonld neglect here to inſert 
the Pious and Charitable Reſolutions, which they 


came to in this Matter, and which are as follo r. 


Mr. 0 Neile reported from the Committee 
ce appointed to conſider of proper Methods for 


« Converting the Popiſh Natives of this Kingdom 
tao the Eſtabliſhed Church, That they had come 
to {ſeveral Reſolutions in the Matter to them - 


“ ferred; which he read in his Place, and after 
delivered at the Table, where the ſame were 
again read, and ſeveral of them were diſ- 


agreed to, and ſeveral others were agreed 10 
* by: the Houſe with ſome Amendments, and 


„ thoſe agreed to are as follow. 


D 4 e Reſolved, 
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ec Reſolved, That it is the: Opinion of this Com- 
& tnittee, That the Converſion of the Fopiſn Na- 
“ tives of this Kingdom to the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
« ligion, is a Work fo. pious and chatitablep and 
< tending ſo much to promote the Publick Wel⸗ 
. fare of this Kingdom, that it is wor thy of the 
« Countenance and Encouragement of this Houſe... 

Reſolved, „That it is the Opinion of this 
44 Committee, That in Order to the Converſion 
« of the Popiſn Natives of this Kingdom, to the 
, Eſtabliſu'd Religion, it will be requiſite that 
a competent Number of Miniſters duly quali- 
ce fied to inſtru them, and perform the Offices 
4 of Religion to them in their own Language, 
te be provided and neee Wn a ſuitable Main- 
„ tenance. 5 

Keſolved, That it is the Naion of cis om 
ce mittee, That a ſufficient Number of, Charity- 
© Schools be Loreto for — Tn the 
4 Popiſh Children gratis, in Engl. A 
8 —— the Eſtabſiſted Religion. MN F 9 55 5 

Reſolved, . That it is the Opinion of this Com- 


de mittee, That che Houſe be moved, tbat Heads 


6: of a Bill be brought in, to promote and en- 
& courage the Converſion of the Popiſm Natives 
c of this Kingdom. 

Order'd, That Leave be given to bring in Heads 
« of a Bill on. the ſaid Reſblutions, and that it 
ce be referred to the ſame Committee, e prepate 
and bring in the ſaͤmne. 1 51140 

< Mr. O Neil reported 4d That the Gaid Com- 
44 mitree, had come to a further Reſolution u. 

e Reſolv'd, That it is the Opinion of this Commit- 
40 tee, That the Reverend Jom Richardſon, Clerk, 
72 having: taken great Pains in Converting the Po- 
pin Nati es ot this W That the e 


poſal for the Ee reren 


full Cob fideration of the ſeyeral 


(57 ) | 
© be moved to addreſs his Grace the Lord Lieu-- 
© tenant, o recommend the ſaid Mr. Richardſon 
t Her Majeſty, to bang? 200 1. for his Zeal 
& and Service therein. 

To which 1 the © Queſtion-blng put, 
the Houſe did az 


1 


© # Ordered, I. rs. of this: Ho 

e are of Her. Maj able Fry 
et Council, doa race the Lord Lientenant 
c * with the. hid DF 5 ee 


«would de pl 8 9 55 kene ker 
0 , 25 1 of this Houſe. - 


4 


e to the Order of oye. Houſe. of _ 


mbns, a Bill was Prepared ; and-as it was brought 


to the «Door. of the Houſe, the Parliament Was 
adjourned, and the Bills pallec fore, were oon 
after tranſmitted. to En Leung o that no more 
could be done to any purpoſe in that Allair by 
the Parliament, during that Seſſion. 

The Houſe of Commons having given ſuch De- 
monſtration of their Readineſs to oountenance and 
ſet forward this good Work ; the annexed Pro- 

e e with the 
gunded, and jan; 
to it, was paß 
uſes. of Convoda- 
after a long and 
Methods propoſed” 
for the Converſion, of the Triſh) agreed upon the 
following Reſoldtions, which contain ſuch excel- 


Reaſons upon mY ich it is 
ſwer to the Gbſections mad 
7 and Dedicated to both 

And the Lower-Houſe 


3 


lent Rules and Methods. for accompliſhing this 


good End, that I can by no means do the Learn-" 
ed and Reverend Members of it greater juſtice, 


| than oY W chem in e on a Words. AF. 2 
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A A T 50 e abies: Parnel, 
4 Chairman of the Committee, to whom 
c FF; Preface to the Reſolutions agreed to laſt, 


- «..gefion, concerning proper Methods for Con- 


« verlion of Recuſants, Cc. was recommitted, da 
make his Report in his Place; which accordingly, 
ce he did, and delivered the fa me at the Table, 
ce and the ſame being again publickly read. 

* Ordered, That the ſaid Report immedi- 
« ately taken into Conſideration b this ovſe; * 
and the ſaid Report being fully debated, it Was. 
c agreed to with ſome Amendments. _ 

Ordered, © That the faid Preface be added to the” 
« Reſolutions N to laſt : Sl, as ene en 1 


Methods for Co were hs Pa bs of 1 ed 
to the 0 258 7 


X Hereas the Converſu on of the TELL is _ 

VV Work that requires the Labour of morę 
ce „Jlergymen, than can be ſupported by the preſent 
»© Revenues of the Church, the Union of ſeveral 


46 Pariſhes being, by reafon of the great Number 


* of Impropriations, neceſſary to make up a com- 
petent Support for one Clergyman: And where- 


* as the carrying on of this good Work, requires 


< Perſons of more Skill in the Iriſh Language than 
<« the Generality of the Parochial Clergy are Ma- 
« ſters of: It is therefore Reſolved, That Appli- 
&« cation be made for a Fund, * the Education 


& of 


F 


{ (99%) 

« of Natives in the Univerſity of Dublin, and 
for the Support and Maintenance of a ſuffici- | 
ent Number of grave and duly qualified Perſons 

“ in Holy Orders, to be provided and appoint- 
« ed by the ſeveral Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops of 
< this Kingdom, in their reſpeQive. Dioceſes, 
<« with the Approbation and Conſent of each re- 
« ſpective Incumbent of the Pariſh where they 


are to officiate, to aſſiſt the Parochial Clergy, 


« where a conſiderable Number of the Pariſhion- 
ers do not ufderſtand Engliſh, in all ſich Things 
as ſhall be judged neceſſary to promote the Con- 


4 verſion of the Popiſh Natives; and in ſuch Man- 


4 ner, and under ſuch Rules and Reſtrictions, as 
« by 4 Canon 0 be framed for that purpoſe ſhall 
< Ye arpdiniets en Anon re 
| > <« ART the i better to enable the ſeveral Incum- 
e hents, as Well as fuch their Aſſiſtants, to per- 
ce form every thing neceſſary to ſo pious an Under- 
cc taking; that a ſufficient Number of -Bibles and 


A 
4 


ce lick Charge, Jin the Jriſh Language, and a pro- 
ge portionable Number of the ſame be left in the 
'« Hands of the ſeveral Arch - Biſhops and Biſhops, 


ce ſeveral Incumbents and their Aſſiſtants. _ 

2 c And ſince it may be juſtly feared, that not- 
ce withſtanding our beſt Endeavours, great Num- 
< hers of the Popiſh Natives may continue obſti- 


te nate: And whereas by the good and wholeſom 


ce Laws and'Statutes of this Realm, it is not onl 

ce provided, that there be no Succeſſion of Popi 

ec prieſts, but alſo all Perſons of the Communion 
* of the Church of Rome, are for ever made in- 
cc capable of Teaching in any School, or being 
# Tutors in private Families, whereby great Ig- 
We LM”. + +: ran 
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Pounds, be yearly allowed to every, 


“ for chat purpoſi 
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& | norance of Moral 21 ad. Chriſtian Duties A Ong 
£* ſue, among the Po 
< Generations, if A Care be . IR, to pre- 


cc vent it. . Fee 1293 e fry 33 
Reſolved, . That it mil be neceſſar ne 

< ſide the Schools already — by Law, ſuch 

« other School or Schools as the Biſhop. and Mi- 


* niſter ſhall. judge convenient, be appointed in 
every Parochial Cure or Union of this Kingdom, 
© where- the Children of ſuch Natives may be 
< taught gratis, to ſpeak and read the Engliſh 
* Language, and be, inſtructed in the. OM Hl 
„of the Chriftian Religion : And ca the Support 
© of ſuch Schools, that the Sum of. 

ſuch School- 


© Maſter, to be nominated by the Miniſter, and 


& licenſed by; the Biſhop: of the Dioceſe, and be 


<« obliged -to ſuch. 6h as by a. Canon framed 
& ſhall be appointed. 

. And to the End, that the charitable Deſign 

& of ſuch Schools may not be defeated by the © Ob. 
<« ſtinacy of Popiſh Recuſants, and that in Time 
ce the Iriſh Language may be utterly aboliſhed. 


<« Reſolved, That all Popiſh Natives of this King- 


8 dom, who are not poſſeſſed of ſome real qr 


« perſonal Eſtate, to the Value of 504. or who 
4 do not hold by Leaſe, Lands to oo Value of 
« 10 l. per Ann. Rent, be obliged, during Four 


cc Months of every Year, to ſend. their Children, 
c after they have attained to the Age of Seven 
„ Years, till they arrive at the Age of Twelve 


cc Vears, to ſuch publick Schools, to be taught 


< and inſtructed as atoreſaid, under the Penalty 
. per Month, to be levied by 
< Warrant from a Juſtice of Peace,.and paid to 


the Miniſter and Church-wardens of the reſpe- 


Natives in the. ſucceeding. 


_ Give | 


JJ406 WOT Fs 


'$ & allo «Rnd, till, they have paſſed; the 


: & ctive Par 2 75 wed 


cio ar Ea y them as they 


« ſhall Broke t, couragement of 


1 the ſaid Schools 
% Likewiſe, That all Maker of the Schools 
« aforeſaid, be obliged to attend the Miniſter 


73 ff the Pariſh, 3 — times in the Vear, at. ſuch 
Places as the tes ſhall appoint 


imes and P 
ce within the ſaid Pariſh, with the Children com- 
mitted. to his Care, to be publickly examined 
in the Church Catechif mw the Engliſh.Lan- 

age; at which: times ſuch Children 8 aue 

4 Pen already educated in tbe fad al 


wy tk they continue. in the Pariſh, That 


0 opilt Recuſants may be render d general ; 
te Nes 1 5 all Porith. inhabitants uf this 
„Kingdom, who are not g in the above 
* 90 7 mall be obli uring ſix Months of 
5 ear, to ſend t eir Children, after they 
c 5 yo Are to, the Age of. ſeven Vears, till 
ey arrive at the Age of twelve Years, to fome 

« Proven e under the Penalty of the Sum 

on the refractory Perſon, to be 


1 dee by Warran t from a. Juſtice of Peace, and 


paid to the Miniſters and .Church-wardens of 
« the reſpectiye Pariſhes, to be diſpoſed. of hy 
« them, as they 0 think fir, for 9 Encou- 
. ragement o of th publick Schools abovemen- 
< tioned. And 1555 it may not be in the Power 


t of, any Popiſh Recuſants, to elude the Force of 
Ren of 

| 4 12 Days. after 

c the Paptizing of any d or Children born 


cc ee faid Law, that every Po 
his Kingdom, 1 obliged, Nig 


to him, or in his, Houſe, te ſignifie the B 
« WH Names of ſuch Child, or. Ghifrenu,s 8 


144 3 


Macha of inſtructing the Children 
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« Children, to the Corate of the Pariſh, to be regi- 
« ſtred in the Pariſh- Book. And whoever negledts 
* ot tefuſes ſo to do, to forfeit the Sum of . _ 
ce Shillings, to be levied in the manner afotemen- 
te tioned, and diſtributed by the Miniſter .'and/” 
VET 


And for a further Encontagerhent of the faid 
« Charity-Schools, and ſuch Perſons as ſhall ' be 
ce educated therein, Reſolved, That Application 
ec he made to Her Majeſty, to impower the ſame - 

ce Corporation which She ſhalf by Her Royal 
cc Char ter a point, to collect and apply the Firſt- 
ce Fruits for buying in of Impropriations, and pur- 
ce chaſing Glebes; to receive ſuch Bequeſts, Con- 
ec tributions and Legacies as well-diſpoſed Perſbns 

ce for binding the Children educated therein 'Ap- 
cc prentices in ſuch Proteſtant Families as profeſs 
ce the Religion of the Church of Feland, and to 
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ce ſuch Trades as they ſhall think fit. 
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„ And whereas, by the Bleſſing of Almighty 
ec God upon Her Majeſty's pious Diſpoſition and 
Care for promoting the true Chriſtian Religion 
« in this Kingdom, and the zealous Endeavours 
« of the Parochial Clergy, and their Aſſiſtants, 
ec there is great Reaſon ro hope, that conſiderable 
„ Numbers of Poprſh Natives may be daily added 
<"to the Church of Jreland; whereby, for the ne- 
ee ceſſary Diſcharge of the ſeveral Miniſterial Of- 
< fices, the Number of the Reſident Clergy muſt 
4 he conſiderably encreaſed, or the Servict of God 
« not duly performed i! 

-> Reſolved, <« That the aforementioned Corpo- 
ration be further impowered to receive Beqteſts, 
l ; | as Contri- 
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ce Contributions, and Legacies, for the Augmenta- 


ce tion of the Fund for buying in Impropriations 
« arid Glebes; and that Her Majeſty and the Par- 
« ljament be applied. to, to make ſome other Ad- 


„ dition to the" ſame, to render it more equal to 
* the Uſes it is intended for: And laſtly, if it ſhall 


« happen that in any Place where it ſhall be found 
ce neceſſary to eſtabliſh- a new Cure, upon the co- 
« ming in of the Popiſn Natives, tte Impropria- 
“ tor of any Impropriation where ſuch Cure is to 


etc he founded; cannot be prevailed with to ſell his 


& Intereſt therein, that the ſaid Corporation be 


further impowered to appoint ſome competent 


ce Sallary for the Suppory thereof, ont of the ſaid 
< Fund, until it can be otherwiſe provided for. 
. e ai 4 l i 1 6 FF BA W 
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The Heads of 4 Canon owe to this Seſſion, 


 Trtituled,' Heads of a. 
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tituled,” Heads of a Canon to be framed 
for Regulating the Aſſiſtants in the Con- 
"claw Me... EI 
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- Reſolved, 


* * ; 


EA no Perſon ſhall be admitted as an 


« | Afiſtantin any Pariſh or Dioceſe of this 
*© Kingdom, for the Converſion of Popiſh Recu- 
cc ſants, except he be licenſed thereunto by the 


* Biſhop, and have firſt qualiffed himſelf. in ſuch 


« Manner as by the Laws of this Realm is re- 
<« quired of all thoſe ho are to be admitted to 


<« any Cure of Souls. Neither ſhall any Perſon be 


permitted to be as a Miſſionary at large, to 
<« preach when and where he judges meet; bat to 


L every Aſſiſtant as aforeſaid, the Biſhop ſhall, with 


= the Conſent of the Clergy, aſſign a certain Di- 
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& ſtri& ec N ſhall reſide, and, the Cler 39 
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„ <« of the ſaid Diſtriet en meet and confer to- 
ff < gether, and 0 ie A ſuch Time and Places for 
"i < the, Reſidence of the ſaid Aſhſtant within their 
6 | de Diſtrict, as they ſhall judge moſt convenient; 
A i $ and no. Perſon who Wil. not ſubmi 5a ſuch AP» : 4 
* < And. oxery fuck Aſſiſtant, during the Tims : 
1 c of, his Reſidence in any Pariſh. of the ſaid Pi- 
5 &« ſtrict, mall be deemed and reputed the Aſſiſt» 
. 4 , ant or Curate 8 the Incumbent of the Pariſh; & 
St Wall neither as to Time or Place, preach (e 
* e without, the Canſent af the ſaid Incumbent; ee. 
P <« and if he offend herein, he ſhall be ſuſpended, 5 
bl c 1 mitted till he ſubmits. te 
A « And if any ſuch Affiſtant behaves himſelf fa- | E 
u « ctiouſly, or diſorderly, in any Pariſh, or ſecretly : *. 
14 <<. promotes, or openly. carries on any Faction a- ec 
i , gainſt TE Incumbent. thereof, upon due Proof cc 
* “ made before the Biſhop, he ſhall be ſuſpended, cc 
A ce and not admitted, but at he Requeſt ot the Cler- & 
51 ce oy of the ſaid Diſtrict. tc 
0 zl 2 Ad if any ſuch licenſed Aſſiſtant ſhall publiſh 
| “ or teach any Heretical or Schiſmatical Doctrine, & 
4/1 ce or ſhall endeavour to ſet, up any ſeparate Con- it 
= « yenticle, in Ono poſition to the Miniſter af the F 
"4 < Pariſh, he ſhall be ſuſpended; and if he do nat ® 
1 « repent, and publickly ke his Error, he ſhall &« 
ha e be degraded from Holy Orders. 2 
{MN e Nb every ſuch Aſſiſtant wall g o from Houſe « 
'W 4 to Houſe, and a yigh _D confer 5,04 the Popiſh 0 
5 « Recuſants, and catechize, or otherwiſe inſtruct 4 
th them, as ſhall be judged. moſt convenient at. ſuch 4 
3 506 Times i 11 in 2 wy _ ſhall — 
4 b de y the Incumbent; and, it he re- 1 
4 eee to 0, let him be. ſy ſpended. 2 | 
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Charity-Schools, and agreed. to 52 2 the Laney 
Fat of: Convocation: 


$4 F 


8 4 
. + » ik 
. 1 


| Refolved, « That al Maſters of harity-Schools) 3 
e for inſtructing the Children of-Popiſh Natives} 
2 1 be qralified as other Schoot-Maſters are 


objiged 98 by the Laws of the Land. 


r That iy ſhall teach ſuch Books oy as ban 


60 be appointed by the nmr | 
e That they ſhall make a Li of the Popiſh In- 
* habitants of the Pariſh wherein they are ap: 


pointed, according to their reſpective Diſtricts, 


* — with the Names and Ages of their Chil- 


c Aren, and return the ſame yearly' to the Mini- 
4e ſter, in a Book to be provided for that purpoſe, 


ee at the Charge of the Pariſh: 


„ That they ſhall in the ſaid Books g ive itt att 

| & Account how long each of the faid Popiſh Chit- 
e dren have been with them. 

That the Miniſter be obliged to viſt. every ; 
e ſuch School or Schools in his Parilſts, twice at 


« leaſt in every Year: 
« Ordered, That the falt canou, wih the Heads 


«® of a Canon agreed to laſt Seſſion, lntituled, Heads 


y '* of 4 Canon to be framed for Regulating the Aſſiſts 
© ants in __ of the kriſh, and the R 
4e Intituled, Merhodls for Converting th Papits of 


e Ireland to the. Eſtablifii d. Chareh, be laid befors 
*« the Lords immediately, with the * Mee 
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ee "ew py to prongs? Your Graces and Lord- 


cer hich relates to the Cdhverfron” 0 bY 


3 Reſolutions, which they have commanded — 


CD 


May 00095 Your: Graceonnd/Laidſipgpe N 


« 1 am commanded bytthe Lower-Houſe of 


« ſhj That f taken into * Cn . 
allen, tn that Neal d of Her Majef L 3 


have” come to = 


&« of Ireland, and that they 
« to lay błfote Your: Gicts: and Loxſhips, 


* Your Cancurrenge: lid 513 gang N 


Whereupon the Profocuter, with his ener 


went to the Upper Houſe, And ſodn returnĩ 


ſignified, < That in Obedience to the Cumman : 
Sof this Houſe, he waited on the Loris of the 
< Upper-Houſe,” and i hb: _- RT, _ 
Me elſage! biord:thaw 1 5 ider 
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red abe e ban che ee beni; 


in ſo ſhort à Time, of this Affair: Ad nom, af. | 


ter all, if any ane will look back with an im- 
artial Eye, and conſider the Endeavours that have 
— uſed to convert the Trifh, it will be: obvious 


and natural to make this Obſervation upon the 
whole, That the principal Cauſe, in all probabi- 


lity, why the Reformed Religion bath all this 


Time made no greater Progreſs among the Na- 
tives of Jreland, is, that the moſt fit an effectual, 
ox (to ſpeak in other Terms) the evangelical Means, 
have not been. univerſally and ſteadily uſed to that 
End: There hath not due Care been taken, to 


perform the Offices of Religion to them conſtant- 
lyein their own Language. It muſt be acknow- 


ledged indeed, that other Cauſes have concurred, 
to. * * Papery in W but the firſt 


* A, f and 


— c Seer 


\ q : 21 1 . 
the 


and greateſt is, That the Light of God's Word 
(which converrzrh the Soul, Plal. 19, Y.) hath not 


oo '$h * 
* 


deen ſufficiently communicated to them. Politick 
| Methods have been depended upon, for accompliſn- 
have 
hri 


ing. this Work, and. the Means of the Golpel þ 
en fleglected: As if we knew 4 5 than Chri 


and fits Apoſtles; How Religion is to be propaga- 


ted in the World: Or the Methi6ds uſed by them 


| were not ſeaſonable or convenient now. 


And that this Omiſſion is the chief Reaſon, why 


1 
» 


the Fopiſh Religion! continues to have ſtill ſo many 
Votaries in freland, may be preſumed, from the 


greater Progreſs Which the Reformed Religion 


hath made in Great Britain, upon Application 


made to the People in their own Language. The 


Inhabitants of Wales ate generally Proteſtants; and 
the Reaforr is, becauſe they are iuſtructed, and have 
Religious Offices performed in I, elſh, purſuant to 


at excellent Law now in force in this Kingdom. 
There was great Care taken, both in the Times 


of Epifcopacy and Presbytery, that the Highlanders 


ſhould have the Ordinances of Religion admini⸗ 


{fred ro them in theit Language. And the good 


Effect of this, is, that they haye for the moſt 
part embraced the Proteſtant Religion. 


By the fame Means, the Chriſtian Religion hath 


begun of late to ſpread apace in the Eaſt anc 


Weſt-Indies. The Word of God (which is quick 
and powerful, and which, under the Spirit of God, 
is the chief Inſtrument of Converſion) hath been 
printed in the Indian Tongues, and diſtributed 


among the Natives; whereby many of them 


have been turned from Darkneſs to Lipht, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God. This appears 
from the following Letter, which I received from 
the worthy Gentleman, who is preſent Agent for 
 New-Endland. = E 2 To 
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I COTE nn” 
G. HEN we were. laſt together, you im- 
11125 parted to me 8 7 of eprint- 
ing the Jriſh Bible and Liturgy, for the Bene- 
4 fir of the poor Jriſo, who han't the Knowledge 
of the Engliſh Tongue; and you having met 
* with ſome Oppoſition therein, were deſirous to 
„ know what Succeſs the Tranſlation of the Bible 
te into the Indian Language had among the Indi- 
% P oben alc 
„ I have conſidered of your Queſtion, and do 
« aſſure you, it had this happy Effect, that the 
„Indians thereby arriv'd to ſuch a Competency 
< of Chriſtian Knowledge, that their Miniſters 
te were able to preach profitably, and their Peo- 
< ple to underſtand and prize the Doctrine of the 
% Goſpel. The Corporation for Propagating the 
* Goſpel in thoſe Parts, are fo ſenſible of this, 
te that notwithſtanding there have been two Im- 
* preſſions of the Indian Bible already, they are 
« preparing a Third, and it is now in the Preſs 
&« at Boſton int Nem-Eng land. I pray God to pro- 
* vcr you [10 His, . "OR 


Wir: / 


= 


Whitehall, | 4 am, SI E, 5 
A 3. ©; [od 2 
1712. Tour very humble Servant, 


YER. DUMMER. 


ay . rc , ] 
; U 1 Fs 


PX So M4 uy, © Moo ty 


(6) „ 
And if any one be deſirous to know more of this 
Matter, he will find a very pleaſing Account of 
it, in two Books lately printed, viz. An Account 
of the Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign - 
5 Parts: And, Propagation of the Goſpel in the Eaſt : 
A Being an Account of the Succeſs of Two Daniſh 
Miſſionaries lately ſent to the Eaſt- Indies, for the 
Converſion of the Heathens in Malabar. 
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For the CONVERSION of the 
 Poerisny Natives 


42 Tn 
 Eftabliſh'd Religion: 


WITH THE 


And an ANSWER to the Objections 
made to it. 


„ 


| 155 The Second Edition CorreFed and Enlarged. 


alias Belturbet, in the Dioceſe of Kilmore in Ireland; 


and Chaplain to His Grace the Duke of Ormond, 
and the Lord Biſhop of Clogher. | 


' ftanding, that by my Voice I might Teach others alſo, than 
Ten Thouſand Words in an unknown Tongue, 1 Cor. 14. 9. 


Cy 


Triſb, they [viz. The Church-Wardens] ſhall provide 
alſo the {aid Books, [viz. Two Books of Common-Prayer, 
and the Bible] in the Iriſþ Tongue, 1o ſoon as they 
| may be had. The Charge of theſe 1ri/b Books, to 

be born alſo wholly by the Pariſh. Canon 94th 
of the Church of Ireland. ME Os 


4. 


LONDON : Printed by 7. Downing in Bartholom:w-Cloſe 
725 near Weft=Smithfield, 1712. | 
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In the Church I bad rather ſpeak froe Words with my Under- | 


And where all, or the moſt part of the People are 
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REASONs upon which it is grounded: 
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By JOHN RICHARDSON, Rector of m, 
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ro run 
Moſt Reverend, and Right Reverend Fa- 


thers in God, the Lords Axch-Bishors 
and Bisnors of the Upper-Houſe ; 


And to the 


Reverend the CI ERGy of the Lower-Houſe 
in Convocation Aﬀembled ; 


HIS Poros AL, for the Converſion 

„ the Popiſh Natives of Ireland, to 
"i the EſtabliſÞ*d Religion; with the Rea- 
ſons upon which it is grounded, and the An- 
fwer to the Objectious made to it; | 


Is humbly Submitted and Dedicated | 


By their moſt Obedient Son, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


Jobn Richardſon. 
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Popiſ Intereſt therein, a 
to exting guiſh the Succeſſion 
Clergy * their N umber i | 
«a decreaſed, and in ſo me Counties tl 
whole « Order will probably Hall within = few 

> | | ears. 
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| Wigs, And 


Liv.! 


the Divine Bleſſing, thoſe Means may prove 
ſucceſsful for attaining the good Ends fbr 


which they were intended, if they be ſecond- 
ed with proper and effeftual Methods ef In- 


ſtructing the 1r;/p, and reclaiming them from 


* 7 7 — 


And whereas the Converſion of the Na+ 
tives of Ireland. to the E abliſ'd Church, is a 
Work, which beſides the great and many 
Benefits, both Spiritual pa , 


Temporal, that 


muſt thereby accrue to themſelves, would 


alſo bring a conſiderable Addition to the 


Strength of Her:Majeſty's Dominions; and 


would tend very much, to promote and 
preſerve the Security and Tranquillity, and 


to augment the Wealth and Improvement of 
r 728 

And whereas, the Want of the neceſſary 
Means of Propagating the Eſtabliſh'd. Reli- 


gion among the Natives of Ireland, is a great 


Hindrance of their Converſion, and hath 
given Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits great Ad- 


vantage of keeping them in their Error 
and Superſtitions, and a blind Obedience to 


the foreign Juriſdiction of the Church of 


__ s 


Rome, And the faid Prieſts and Jeſuits have 
taken thence Opportunity of corrupting them 
with Principles, and exciting them to Pra- 
ctices of dangerous Conſequence to Her Ma- 


jeſty's Sacred Perſon and Government, and 


to 


it is therefore hoped, that by 


I wok = 


to the Wehen Succeſſion, as by Law efta- 

| bier - It is humbiy Propoſed, 

I. That a competent amber of Miniſters, 
aul qualify' d to inſtruct the Natives, and to 
perfor nul, Offi ſors 8 Religion to them in 

their own Lang 10 provided and encou- 

raged by a ure le Matnrenance to be ſent | 
among them. 3 | 

II. That the Approbation and Admiſſion 
of each of theſe Miniſters be in the Biſhop 

of the Dioceſe; and that they ſhall officiate 
in ſuch Places and under > Rules as. the 
Biſhop ſhall appoint; and ſhall in all Re- 

ſpects be ſubjett to the Juriſdiction of the 
Biſhop, as the other Clergy are. 


III. That the Bible, Common- Prayer- Book, 
and an Expoſition of the Charch Catechiſm, be 
Printed in Iriſe, for the Adminiſtration of the 
* of Religion to them 1 in their own 


Ws That a ſufficient N umber of Charity- 
Schools be Erected, for the Inftruition of * | 
Iriſh Children, gratis, in the Engliſb Tongae, and 


the Eftabliſh'd Religion; and that ſome proper 
Ft ed be x to i riſp C bade Es. 


cated in thoſe Schools, the Benefit of which 


Schools may be extended to the Children 
of Poor ep wag 


V. That the Honourable Houſe o Commons 
would be pleaſed to grant a Fund for the car- 


* on 40. ru and charitable a Deſign. - 
Y I. In 


„ 


Ci Meeäl. 3 


will probably meet with many Difficulties und 


and that the 


gtamt 5 tra be ap Y 
h eo the Wie ann Pu br h 


ich ichs 18 


That Application be made to tlie Quieen's 
Whſt 'Feellewt "Majeſty, That 4 Society be ap. 
phined and tinpiwer'd by Royal Charter, 20 te. 
cel de voluntary Conribiitin ' ond Leg 77 and 
to rhake 17 0 fex, y/ be 6 4 ply 0 the T 7055 
mentiomd; And ahi and 2 
fo Receive, Aug Wor Diſgofe of ſuch Sum 
Sums of Money, at may be 125 by 2205 
mentz in ſuch manner as 150 5 all be appbint- 
— __ 'wheteas' Her Majeſty hath been 
joully plea's 75 45 ar ee che Lord. Lieu- 
— of Irelan onſtitute, by Ler- 
ters Patent, Co milf oners fo applying the Prſt- 
Fruits of that Ringdom, to the Baying in of a7 
propriations. Laſtly, it is hum ropos'd, That 


| Erect, wr onſtitute, and Ap 
Society „ Bel the 
2 fo oF: Converſion of the Iriſh, and 
= ” $14 68 7 
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«83 x: i rh: this Work" will be at⸗ 
ode with great Charge and Expenet, and 


Obſtructions Which 1 * be eafily foreſeen ; 


given, and no r 2 15 Naeh Propbs d, 


Application be made tor Majeſty, iy 
eforementioned ah 
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nuR x Deſign is ſet on Foot, to C Cao: 
vert a Nation to the True Religio 
e would think that the ord 
N el· means are the fitteſt and 10 
unex Wee 5 therefore, to prevent all juſt 
. of Exce ion about {5 uſeful” and neceſſa- 
an Undertaking, the Scheme here propogd. for 
0  Conyerſion of che Popiſn Natives, was 1 0 
according to that Excellent Pattern which o 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles have left us. ne 
notwithſtandin og this, many Objections wy been 
made to it, eſpecially N "he If, 3d, 4th, and 
5th Article: 1 ſhall thereflire, With all 5 Woo 
and Submiſſion to better Underſtandings, endea- 
your” to ſhew the Reaſons u n Which che ſaid 
Articles are grounded; and then give a plain 
fort Anſwer do the Ob jections made to them... 
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As to the Firſt and Third Articles, which des 
pend the one upon the other, they are founded 
upon che Word of God, and the . of the 
Thing: To make this appear, I deſire that theſe 
two followin Propoſitions may be taken for 
ed, becauſe they can be proved beyond Denial. 

Firſt, That there are great Numbers of the Na- 

tives 5 Jreland, who cannot Peak Engliſh at all- 

And that of thoſe who can Engliſh, fo fat 
nus relates. to the commen. and ordi 
of Life, there are not a few, who do not under- 
- ſtand it ſo well, as to reap any Benefit from our 
Prayers and Sermons in Engliſh. : 
Secondly, That the N and practices of the 
e are E 0 1 pt, Kors they 25 of 
ngerqus Conſequence. to their 8 And do v 
DER — their Salvation. > * 
Nov the Caſe being ſo witli them, all Chriſti- 
ans are obliged, according to their ſeveral Abili- 
ties and Circumſtances, tõ uſe their Endeavour 
to recoyer them from the miſerable and dangerous 
Condition wherein 1 7 are, that they may be 
converted from the A of their way, and 
brought to an Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
For all Chriſtians in Veneral do pray, or at leaſt 
ought to pray daily, that Chriſt's Kingdom may 
come; that is, that 'his Goſpel may be received 
in its Purity by all Perſons: That God's Ways 
may be known upon Earth, and bis ſaving He 7 
among all Nations. x 2 "Now § i”. they be ſincere 
in their Prayers, "they muſt do their Parts 
d for obtaining t theſe Things; it being a known 
Rule in Divinity, that we ought to uſe our nt- 
„ moſt Endeavours, for che obtaining of that, 
« for which we are commanded to pray. Alt 
Chriſtians are alſo contioianded, as they Moe Op- 
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ter Part of them, their 55 
ignorant Minds, ang 


ſave, that which is Tot Luke 19. f0. and tells us, 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 75 


. 450 nagt, 05 m er « 91 


ctinity., is da gl ware all An, Gat. 6. 195 tn 
po Good to beit Bod: 5 24 >, a0” eſpe ei ally to the 175 
als, by f 
eee it Prejud ick 
and- reclaiming a from thei rors, Which 7 
wan Them Good, that mall bh, r ever. 45 
when they ha ve rſona orfunities,” t 7 
are obliged to þ e to 1 Pore by. 
lending and beſtowing, 800d 99811 by teac ung. 
the. Poor. to read, by encouraging Learnini 
Religion, and by king the Teachers. alle 10 
feſſors of them | 
And it. would {ret © chat 43 the Necelfey is 
greater, ſo the Obligation i is ſcroll 5 of perform 
ing theſe, Duties to the Viſp, than the 2 
Becauſe the oy barbarous and ignorant an a 
People are, . th&jr. Souls ate in 5. Da 
of periftiing ; I; and heave: our deavours 18500 
be more earneſt to reſcue them from it; accords; 


ing to Chriſt's Example, who came to "fo 931 


2 


ow 


That they that be whole need not the Phyſician, but 
they that be ſick; and that He came not to call. the 
ba hreous, but Cakes s to Repentanct, Mat. 9. 12, 410 
Bout this Duty df inſtrüctinng "the 1 

reclaiming the Ertonteois, is a a Pury eſpe pecially 
cumbent "pon all the Paſtors of Chriſt's Chef. 
We are obliged to propagate the ſavin Traths 
of Religion” among all Men, to the beſt of our 
Power and: Ability, by the very Words, and the 
main Tenour of that Conimiſſion. from which we. 
derive our Office, Matth. 18. 19, 20. Ge ye there- 
fore and teach all Nations, baptit ing them in the 
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Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve 4. Things wh; 
ever 1 bays commanted you : And lo! I an wi rh ow | 
e away, 
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92 The Clergy ohlig's tas com ert the iſh. 


\ cellcrs in 10 


alway, even unt the End of th the World, Amen. i. e. 
Endeavour to 10 ſeiple all Nations, r to make an 
ene 2 tr hr Ian | 5. 


by Baptizing 
900 1 ae ding on to wo eve 4 1 a 
1 of 5. an xe E ge on ertake 
give you thi bl re and A 
je 38 90 forkt 


k ſtance to th 9 0: 
þ 12 5 e zw full well, that it was ot 22 


Our Saviour k 
able for his Apoffles, in cheir own Perft to do 


allthis. He aſt therefore be underſtood, to de- 


Ke their, Office ſhould 17517 a *Succeſ. 
=L om chem i the End o * py 1 12 8 che 
Conſequence of this, to ex ant require, that 
this great Work Thould be Fried on by their Suc- 
Apes: So that we who are. onmeet 
to ſucceed t poſtles in their Office, ( | | 
larger, and others with a lefs Share of their Po- 


a 


Wer) are obliged, by Virtue of it, to finiſh and per- 


fect what remains to be done of this Matter, as 


far as we can. 
This farther iger. ont. re Promiſe Thick 
our Saviour ane to the Diſcharge of this Puty. 
And lo, I am wi th yon alway, even unto the En: of 
_ W id, 3 as Nach as if 2 Faid, Tour Cont inuance 
1 to be hut "ſhort, to hearten and excite you 
wr al others, who. fall he cone ned 7 in this Office, to 
on with this Work, 71 ure Dea, that m) Fre- 
fence and Aſſi ance. foal be given unto the En of the 
World, not only. to you, but 1% Jour Sur ce ors. in this 
2 ice of Te eaching 4. W Preaching the Goſ- 
to every Creatur 9 t As we expect the 
Bien ing of Chriſt or our. elves, as his Miniſters, 
we ought, as much. 15 in us lies, to endeayour to 
Propagate his Relig liglon among thoſe who | it in 
Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Beuth. | 
Therefore, ſince our "bleſſed Saviour” doth hot 
except the aa Nation, when He commänds his 
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n 


 » Printing in [rſh neceſſary io this End. 93 


Apoſtles, aud in them, 'their Succeſſors, to teach 
all Nations; it follows, that it is or indiſpenſable 
Duty, to uſe our Endeavours to inſtruct the Po- 
piſh Natives of Ireland in the true Religion, and 
to reclaim them from their Errors. 
And if it be fo, then we are obliged to do this in 
their own Language, there being no other way pf in- 
ſtructing them in the ſaving N 
but by propoſing the neceſſary Truths of it to their. 
Minds, in a Language which they underſtand. 
This alſo obliges us to publiſh the Scriptures to 
them in Jriſd, that an may come by the Know- 
| ledge of God's revealed Will in a known Tongue; 
the Reaſons for printing the Bible in 1r;ſh now, be- 
ing the fame as for publiſhing it in every Tongue 
and Language, wherein theGoſpel was firſt preached. 
And as our happy Conſtitution ſtands, both in 
Church and State, we are for the ſame Reaſon 
obliged to publiſn the Common-Prayer- Book in Iriſh, 
that the Ordinances of Religion may be admini- 
ſtred to chem in a known Tongue, according to 
the Forms therein preſcrib'd, and no other. 
And conſidering the Slowneſs of ſome Mens Un- 
derſtandings, and that printed Bibles and Commun» 
Prayer- Boots cannot be had by every one, it will 
be very uſeful, if not neceſſary, towards the at- 
taining the ſame End and Deſign, that ſome other 
pious and edifying Treatiſes of Religion, eſpe- 
cially An Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, be 
printed in the ſame Language; that ſo the Means of 
Inſtruction may be more plentifully offered to them. 
This Argument taken from Scripture, for con- 
verting the Natives by the Means propoſed in the 
Firſt and Third Articles, is ſo very Plain and evi- 
dent, that it cannot be oppoſed without contrg- 
dicting our Saviour. For our bleſſed Lord ha- 
e i WA vying 


94 The Popiſh Religion, not the Irifh: E anguage, 
ving commanded us to ge and teach all Nations. 
without Exception, this Command obliges us to 
inſtruct the Natives in Iriſp, until She waderſhend: 
ſome other Language; and therefore whatſoever | 
Gbjections are made to it, mean as much; as that: 
we ſhould not go and teach all Nat ions, which. is 
an expreſs Contradiction' to our Saviour; ſo: that 
1 might paſs it by without any further Anſwer⸗ 
But becauſe, ſome Perſons, by taking a wrong 
View of theſe Things, have not only: becn,induced 
on them: 1 ſhall conſider. them with all the Clear- 
nels. and-Brevity that 1, can. 


” 
— 4 


and to ſend Miſſionaries among the Natives, 10 inſtrutt 


them in their own Language, is very deſtruttive of the 


Engliſh Intereſt in Ireland. But 1 humbly deſire 
that it may be conſidered. ,, they 101 | 


1 That nothing tends more effectnally te pre- 
Ferve the Peace and Tranquility of Ireland, and 
to augment the Improvement thereof, and conſe- 
quently to promote and ſecure the Intereſt which 

the. Engliſh have therein, than the Converſion. of 
the Jriſh to the Eftabliſh'd Religion, as hereafter 

Will more fully appear. Apa ne 
2. Printing Books in Jriſb, and ſending Miſſi- 

Oflaries among the Natives, to inſtruct them, and 
admigiſter the Ordinances of Religion to them in 

A4 Language which they underſtand, are the neceſ- 

 Fary Means of converting them; and therefore can- 
Hot be deſtructive of the Engliſh Intereſt; for if the 
End be good, the neceſſary Means mult be ſo too. 
3. Preaching in the Vi Language is not an En- 
couragement of the Ji Intereſt, any more, than 
"preaching in French in England, is an Encourage- 
ment of the Frech Intereſt: For the Jin Page 
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purmici uu to the; Engliſh Intereſt, © 95 
cho can ſpeak Engliſu, ever were, and ſtil] are 
as. great Enemies to the Engliſh: Intereſt, as the 
Triſh Papiſts who cannot ſpeak Engliſh.” And 1 
ſee no Reaſon why the Welſh Language in Eng+ 
land, and the Jriſh Language itt Scorland, ſhould 
not. be as pernicious to the Brit iſh Iatereſt, as the 
Iriſb Eanguage in Jreland: Wherefore it is very 
evident, that it is the Popiſh Religion, and not the 


Jriſh Language, that is repugnant ta the. Englilb 


latereſt. in Jreland. | 1 | 


4. To adminiſter the Ordinances of Rol gion to 
the Iriſh in their own Language, is indeed the moſt 


effectual Way to deſtroy the 1rifb Intereſt in Jre- 
lande For the Intereſt of the Popiſh Natives in 


Ireland, as oppoſed to the Engliſh Intereſt, is ei- 
ther to extirpate or to ſubdue the Engliſh Nation 
in that Kingdom, that ſo they way bave their E- 


ſtates, their Subſtance, and the whole Kingdom 


to themſelves. Now the proper Method to pre- 
vent ſuch a Deſign, is te convert them to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; and ſurely the beft, the only 
way of doing that, is to apply to them ip a 


Language which they underſtand. 
IIdly, Jr is object ed, That to print Books in Iriſh, - 


and te ſend Miſſionaries to Preach in that Tongue, 


is dire@ly againſt Law, and the Statute of the 28th 
of Henry the VIIIth ; for the Engliſh Order, Habit, 
and Language declares, that thoſe that do fo, ſhal, 
whatever they may pretend, be dee med as Enemies to 
the King, and Engliſh Jutereſt. n nn”: | 

To-which Fantiner, | 

1. That in the Preamble of this Act (in which 
there are no Papticulap- Penalties mention'd, and 
in which the King's Will and Pleaſure: only con- 
cerning the Uſe of the Engliſh Order, Habit, and 
Language is declard) it is faid indeed, © That 
: FV 


96 Preaching in Iriſh wg Lew. - 
«ſuch: as do. not F beak 8 or ſuch as return 
& to the Iriſh L on — deem d as Ene- 
mies to the King . Engliſh Intereſt: But in 
the Enacting Part, in which'the Natives are com. 
manded to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour to learn 
to ſpeak Exgliſh, and to teach their Children to 
do fo, there is not one Word prohibiting "ode 
printing of Books in Jiſþ,' or preaching in that 
Language; It is ſo far from that, that Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, c. are allow'd to give Collation and 
Inſtitution to meer Ema, where ach as ſpeak 
Engliſh cannot be had. f 

And that this Statute, whilch was made 1534, 
or the Beginnin 75 of (35. ) was always taken! in this 
Senſe, appears from hence. 

Queen LE aberh ſent a Font of Triſh Types to 
Ireland, in order to have the New Teſtament and 
Liturgy printed in that Tongue. 

Eing James the Iſt, with the Advice of che Privy- 
Council, \ order'd that the Natives ſhould 955 in- 
ſtructed'! in their own Language. 1971 

Nebemias Donellan, and William ut both 
Archbiſhops of Tuam; Nicholas Walſh, Biſhop of 
Oſfory; and John Kearney, Treaſurer of St. Patricks, 
cauſed the New-Teſtament' to be tranſlated into 
Triſh : And the Province of Connau bt, and Sir W:l- 
. liam Uſher Clerk of the Council, bore the Charge 
of the Edition, A. D. 1602. which probably they 
would not have done, when there were ſo many 
Papiſts 1 in the n. and When Oven = 


_” Many of ths Old Engliſh in . Days pron Tabel 
on account M the heavy Burthens which the Government laid 
upon them) entirely Forſool the Engliſh Intereſt, intermarried 
and united with the Iriſh, and made "I wholly of tie Ir. in 
C * and Language. 
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n contrary to Law. 97. 


power 1 in chavRingdom, ifi it had been deem 8 55 
to Wontrury to ie ii ni ngo 5 
1 After that, 4. D. 1608. the lame; Archbiſhop. 3 
Daniel the Common-Ptayer in riſh.. A” * 
n Biſhop" Beuel alſo printed ſome ſmnall Tract 
d Triſh, and made the Old Teftament' to he. tranſlated... 
. into pers Language, before the nen of . 
One.'' cen hen id 1 7} 
$ And in one of thei Canons of — Church f 
4 Jrelamd, made by the Convocation which . 
K Dublin, Amo Domim 163 every Miniſter is g- 
uired to read Parti of the Liturgy in Jriſ, where 
half of the Congregation is Iriſp. From all 
which [we may obſerve, what; Opisioen the Pro- 
vince Che; ſeveral Arehbiſhops and Bi- 
0 ſhops - before the Great Rebellion, and the Convo- 
d cation, had of the Statute of the a of Kan, the 
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Villen FLY nay = 5 1. Fl bt ' and 

8 Mr. B. Priſit whole Bi + in 1685, 
e W 2 Pre face addreſsd te his Country 

n; in which,anidagother Things, there are theſe: | 
h —— Words, which 1 ſhall mention nie | 
f as being very appoſite to our preſent p ſe. | 
65 <- Finally; Students in Schools and Uni per ties, | 
0 <«. who. deſign to live by the Cure of Souls in ö 
. *: Ireland, ſhall, — Conſideration, find 
e “it their preciſe Duty, to procure ſuch a Know- HH. 
y c jedge of the Language of the Natives, as may $i 
y < enable them to help and inſtruct the Souls com- Wk 
IS < mitted to their: Charge, and of which they are Gi} 
0 e to give an Account to God: For notwithſtand- ; 
- <« ing all the wiſe Statutes and Endeavours uſed 
5 ce to bring this whole Nation to a Knowledge of 
* * the Engliſh Tongue, Experience ſhews it could 
mn < not be effected; too many being unable to give 


— 


<« ſuch Teac ning to their Children, or get it for 


FF = them- 


98 | Preceding in Ir iſh en 1 joined 
MTs And it is apparent; that in Fe- 


cehland there are many Pariſhes, Baronies, and Whole 


“ Cqunties, in which the Common People do un- 
ce derſtand no other Language but Iriſ 1-1! / 


his beit 
| any. ody Paltor of Souls in ſuch Places, that 
cee ill not endravour toꝭ procure the 
«(Welfare of theſe Men, 
« Brows he hath his Bread, enabling himſelf ta 
cu cprench and inſtroct them in the Language which 


<" they beſt underſtand; that being the Way to get 


ce their Good Will, and gain their Souls to — 
Where fore if this Statute hach ever been ta 


ſuch Y ftri&t Senſe, as ſome are aſed — 


upon it; it may be preſumed, that it would have 
long ſince been 


againſt the Goſpel, - would nat have — ſo 


long in our Statute-Book. And whereas, fo, long 


5 there are any Natives in Ireland, that cannot 
peak Evgliſh, if it be taken 0 ftrictly, it muſt 
ohlige them to worſhip in an unknewn Tongue; 

it Is to all Intents and Purpaſes repealed: or ſuC- 
| pended by ſuch Statutes as abqliſn Popery. and e- 

Rabliſh the Reformed Religion in Ireland. 

And that this is the Opinion of the preſtut. Par- 
liament, appears from an Act made by them in 
the Eigbth Year of Her preſent Majeſt y's — * 
Intituled, n Act for Explaniing and Amending 


an Act, Intituled, An Act to Prevent the further 


Growth of Popery. In which it! is Enacted: as fol- 

loweth, without r the ſaw Status: of the 

i 28th of Henry the 8th. Trig 

And every ſuch Comment or . i. e. convert- 
ca Prieſt or Prieſts, ſpall, 4nd* be or they are hereby re- 

quired, under Penalty of ſorfeiting his cr their Allow- 

mace or es ono as eforcjait, publiclly t te read the 


. 


FOE» SN © Common- 


ſo, how can it be preſumed of 


ritual. 
y the Sweat of whoſe 


repealed; and that an expreſs Law. 


y this preſent Parliament. 
Common- Prayer, or Liturgy of the Church of Ire. 


land, and preach once a Week in the Engliſh or Iriſh - 


Tongue, in ſuch Places, and at fuch. Times as ih eH,ꝶF 
Arthliſhops or Biſhops ſhall direct. From which it 
Fang. pen den Preaching in..lriſh is ſo far 
rom being contrary to Law, that it is. enjoined - 
by an expreſs. A of Parliament. 
IIldly, To what End ſhould all this be done, ſeuce all. 
15 who can read, can read Engliſh, but not One in Five., 
Hundred can read or underſtand the Iriſh Character. 


bour among them, may have the. necefſary Bo 


+ 
A 


r - 247 Y DOOKS, 
for inſtructing them, and adminiſtring the Or⸗ 


& * 


dinances of Religion to them in a known © 


Tongue 3 and alſo that ſuch of the Jriſh as can read-- 
their own Language, may have the Uſe. and Be- 
nefit of them. And whereas it is aſſerted, that 
the printed 1r;ſþ differs wholly from mbatis ſpoken; 


whereby it is inſinvated, that the com mon People, 


will not underſtand {riſh Printed Books when read 8 
to them: I know the e DF Sy own Ex- 
Perience, I haye read the Bible, and Cummon- 

Prayer- Book in Iriſh to the Common: People, both. 


publickly and privatęly, and they declared they . 
underſtood both very well 


d hoth ve 3 and that I might be ſa- 
tisfied they did ſo, ] cauſed ſome of them to tranſ⸗- 


late ſeveral Sentences, which they did exactly; be- 


* 


ſides, if the Caſe werp ſo, Care might be taken for 
the future, to print the /riſh gs it is ſpoken. | 


- IVthly, It 15 obj eck ed, That Mi naries ought tn 


be ſent to preach in Engliſh, rather than in Iriſu. 
But there is no need to ſend Miſſionaries to 
preach to them in Exgliſh; becauſe all the preſent 
Incumbents in Ireland can ſpeak Engliſh, and fo may 
confer with their Popiſh Pariſhioners that can Tok 
Whereas 


that Lenguage, as often as they pleaſe : Ef 
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there is very great and urgent Need of 2 52 
f the preſent Incumbents can ſpeak Awe 5 
of the preſent Incumbents can or read I 

and our Law 1 a. Succefſion of het oh 


"teſtant Religion, whoſe 


| Nobility, opiſh Clergy, and Gentry, 


2 oo! * The Neceſſity 4 — in „ Iriſh: rf 


Miffionzries to'preachto them in I. 


pin Clergy : So that if we negle& to inſtruct them 
in their own Language, our Lord may juſtly take 


up the Complaint * againſt us under the Saler, 


Which he did againſt the Prophets under the Law, 
My People are de 157 N lack o Knowledge." brat) 
Yew, It is at if the Natives who addr. 


4 Engliſh were ' converted the veherz would Joon! 
fol Slow, as being dependent upon them. 

But Experience tells us otherwiſe. Several vi 
Noöblemen and Gentlemen have embraced the Pro- 
Dependents and Followers 
continue ſtill to be Papiſts: Beſides, What Benefit 
would they reap: by ſuch a Converſion as this? 
What Inſtruction or Edification i an het wars 
that doth not underſtand Engliſp, private 
Inſtruction, or the publick G 15 Xe 2 liſh 
Tongue? If he muſt come Tie our Afemb ies, 
muſt he not worſhip in an unknown Tongue? 
might he not ſay with St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 11.77 
know not the meaning of the Voice, T ſhall be unto him 
that ſpeaketh, 4 ME bites; ans he "that Jpeaketh, rial 
be a Barbarian unto me? © $1.57 
*  Vithly, It is ſaid, That Ears bath inform- 
ed us, that of all the Converts that have been malle, 
there is not an Inflance of one who did not under fund 


Engliſh. | 
God be praiſed, a confi derable Number of the 
and Com- 
monality of Ireland, hath been Converted: to the 


Proteſtant Religion; but this is ſo = from being a 


- 
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We 
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By Prenchigg in Triſh, Converts made, &c. 101 
who can ſpeak Engliſh, have been turned from Dark- 
neſs to Light, y having an ha 23 Opportunity of 
tte true and proper Means of Cönverfion, uig. by 
being addrefsd to, and having the Offices of Re- 
ligion perform d to them, in a Tongue which they 
underſtand. And 1 would not have any one be- 
lieve, that the Jriſh, who cannot ſpeak Engliſh, are 
ſo untractable, and obſtinate, that there is no 
hope of Converting them; for I have heard a whole 
Congregation of them expreſs great Satisfaction, 
upon hearing Divine Service in their own Tongue, 
and thank the Proteſtant Miniſter who , officiated ' 
to them. And that conſiderable Numbers of Vip 
who cannot ſpeak' Engliſh, have been converted, 
where due Care hath been taken of them, doth 
evidently appear from the two following Letters. 


e "TN relation to what we were talking of the 
c | other Day, concerning the Neceſſity and 
4 Uſefulneſs of Preaching to the Friſb in their 

* own Language; I think there can nothing be 

_ © a more evident Inſtance of it, than what I am 
e now going to tell you from my own certain 

„ Knowledge. Soon after the late War in Jre- 
: &© land, when a great Part of the Country was 
« -waſte and uninhabited, ſeveral Families, who 
„ could neither ſpeak nor underſtand any Lan- 
4 guage but Triſh, found their Account in coming 
from the Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, and ſettling 

„% in the Northern Parts of the County of An- 

© trim. Upon their firſt Coming, they generally 


joined themſelves to the Eſtabliſhed: Church of 
Ireland, but in a little time fell off to the Church 
Sof Rome ; and when they were asked the yy 

e | | of n 


bY os... os. A. ah ad Aa cot 3 


"ot * 


2285 een he erg meat 


*' ſon of their Cha the could | no ot 
en Were He I 5 * give her 


* Abd t hough 9 85 55 Nis Ag like their Religion 
ey, thought it Pug lat RE 1 = 


e of t 
e PE at 4 About; Fight 

Ja Fits yan 155 2 
Verne in that ! bd Ye of the 


(3 br gave that Parilh t to Mr. Mac þ © and Rar 
<« 270an to me. But upon my going abroad, ſoon 
cc after Mr. Mac Arthur had the Care of both the 
©* Pariſhes, and preached every Sunday: Afternoon 
< in Triſh, to the great Satisfaction of the Pa- 
* riſhioners. What Progreſs he made in the Con- 
. verſion of the 7rifh, I cart teh, having been 
es of the Kingdom during the remaining part 
i 11 Life; but upon his Death, gng My. Ar- 

& chibald Mac Collum having been employed . by 
ke the *Biſhop to take Care of thoſe Pariſhes, has 

„ taken duch effectual Prins with the Jriſü and 
„Highlanders of them, 


4 God, he has not only brought. back Numbers 
4e who had falle om sur Church to that 


ee of Rome, but Peotigh: over ſeveral who were 


& originally Iriſh Papiſts, and is every Day gain- 


« ing upon them. And as there are Numbers of 


 * theſe Triſh and Highlanders; who underſtand no 
% Engliſp at all, infomuch, that I have been of- 
ten 8 to make uſe of an W whey. 


=4 


derſtood the. iriſh Prieſts; 


f @aA , 4a 4 
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that by the Bleſſing of 
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Diſſenters habe #0 m' 163 

i talked to them; ſo even thoſe who do under- 
« ſtand it ſo well, as to converſe with their Neigh- 
. & hours about the Common Concerns of Life, de- 
* clare they are not capable of underſtanding. fo 
* well, nor receiving that Benefit from a Sermoy 
in Engliſh, which they do from one in 77;ft ,/of 
which the-Biſhop of tlie Pioceſe is ſo well Ap- 
«.-prized,; that he takes Cats. ol TIE on- 
iy thoſe J have mentioned büt ſexeral ether 
4 Pariſhes in the Neighbourhood, who are in the 
« fſame Circumſtances, witch Clergymen; wd can 
<.,preach' to the People im ther Triſh Language. 
41 might add ſeveral other Things, which I 
c have by Hear-fay, to ſtiengthen What 1 have 
ce told you of the Neceſſity of Preachikg' to che 
de Jriſh in their own Language; as partieular iy, 
&. that there. is one Stewart, à Diſenting reacher 
„ in a Neighboring, Pariſh, Who, by preaching 
&. in Iriſh, has brought over'a oH iderable Num- 
c ber of Jriſb to. be his Hearers: This I am fure 
F of, that tiere is ſuch a: Man placed there, aud 

«©, ſupported by Relation of nine 3 bur not be- 
„ing certain what Progreſt he has made, I don't 
ce, inſiſt upon it, being reſdlved to aſſert nothing 
but what 1 am very ſüre of, and what ſhall at 
ce any time be made out beyond Poſſibility of Con- 
et tradiction, by the Subſct iptions of the Mimſters 
ce and chief. Pariſhioners af thoſe Pariſſies and by 
ce Certificates from the Biſhop and Neighbouring 
« Clergymen of that Dioceſe, if there be any 
« Neceſſity of more aùthentick Teſtimonies to the 
& Truth of this Matter, than what can be gi- 
ewaithy os 
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he always 


Proſelytes; hy nun, in Is ſhy 
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8 to 'mhat we difcourſed. at parting, the 1 
Leer of my Time did not give me leave to ac- 


the Truſtees for Sale of the forfeited 
Kfats i Treland,/ on the Survey of theſe Forfei> 
ures, particularly ia the County of Antrim, where l 


— — of the Inhabitants, eſpecially of the Bar- 


Glenarm; Dunlace * Killeonaway, who 


— 4 not ſpeak t Tongue; and askinę 
them in Iriſu, —_ Lge al they profeſs'd;' th 


anſwered 7 were 2 — z uon which 


their Miniſter Preacbing bing; to that they anſwer'd, 
ad in riſk. I had — Curioſity 
_ the e following, 
tov of heard their Miniſter. (whoſe Name I can- 
r preach to them in Irin, at which 
me. 1 think 8 it well) they expteſ⸗ 
. 5 (as I under- 
—— 


to go to eir 
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that had been ſome! Years. ago em- 
= ed by 


how they — — underſtand 
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Difference g Language doth not I 05 4 


VIIIthly, It is objected, That keeping up 4 Diffe- | 
rence in Languages, will keep up 4 Difference in Reli- | 
gion; fo thar by Preaching in Iriſh; we ſhall rather” 
confirm the Natives in Popery, than. Convert them te 
the Proteſtant Keligion. 

1 anſwer, that the different ma fer of commu- 
nicating our Thoughts of any Thing to others, 
doth. neither alter the Nature of the Thing, 5 
our 5e gl and Notions of it: Otherwiſe, di 
rent Lang! 
ving 85 
well as of Ho ig eres l ale there » reat 
Variety of Languages in the World, yet we have 
Reaſon to believe, that all Men agree in their Ap- 
prehenſions and Conceptions of many ' Things ; 
and on the other fide we find, that Men ſyedking 
the ſame Language, have different Thoughts of 
the fame Thing, "Wherefore fince a Langua guape 9 95 
u Operation upon the Nature of a Thing or 
dur Notions, and Apprehenſions of it, it tial 

follows, that Diverſity of Religion in the World 
doth not from the different Way of ſpeak. 
. 6 5 Men - ufe, (for then God would have 

0 a great altitude of Religions into the 
ove by the Multiplication of Languag 5 Ba. 
7) but from their e ir ons, ers. 

d Conſtitutions, or from che various Abi ties 
4100 al Cee of their Minds. or ſometimes from 
their different Views and Intereſts. My” 

2. If Difference in Language keeps. up Difference 
in Religion, Our bleſſe> Saviour (who hath en- 

Pied Vai: of Religion as earneſtly, and as Ke. 

y other Duty) would not, have G 
ae and! "by. his Holy Spir t impowered; The | 
poſtles to preath'the Goſpel in different Languages: 
BE wal al here aboliſhed all SIT bat one, 


otherwiſe, 
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RY he 2 Diffrence Fx Relig / ion. 


oth riſe, if this in Keligi ho 4 b 1 way 5 
e gion deen impr 


3. This Objekten is ſuffcientiy confuted by the ; 
Experience of all Ages. But to go no higher than 


the Chriſtian . ra. We find, t that although tho, 


Primitive Chriſtians ſpoke different Languages, jet 


they were very ane in their N 


2 * 44, 45, 46. Al that believe were ; 
2 had 4 T bings common, and ſold their Pen 


ag, and parted them to all Men, as every 


Man had need. Aud they continuing daily ef; one 
actor d in the Tem mple, 7 4 breaking Bread. from Heuſo | 
ro Hou e, did eat their Meat with Gladueſ: and Singl e- 
neſs ef Heart. I might quote many Inſtances a- 
mong 1 the Mahomet an, Po piſh and Proteſtant Coun-. 


6 of 


tries on the Continent, to prove that different 


L855 do not produce different Religions: But 

all Content my 12 7 75 believe every impar- 
Lia Reader will, 175 I 5 a8 with Three 
or. Four in Great. Brain Ireland Ihe Eugliſu, 
Welſb, and 15 957 f Relei or 9 5 not pro- 
duce Diverſity of e the People 
who ſpeak them. 8 ering the High- 
landers and Saen Are. a Fo mot art of the 
ſame Religion, notwithſtanding that their Speegh 
is not the ſame. On the other hand, Agreement 


in Language, doth not prevent Diyerſ ity of Reli- 


gion: How. many Sectaries are there in . theſe 
Kingdoms who ſpeak no other Language but the 
Engliſh? Have we not Engliſh. Papiſts, and, Triſh 
* triſh Papiſts and Engl; Proteſtants ? 


From what hath js ſaid to this Objeaion, it 
appears, that the Concluſion drawn from theſe 


Tren 3 is very inconcluſive, viz. That by preach: 
| | | n 


; 1 


naries 


c ingin Arid; we ſtall rather 2 the Aae 67 Po- 


peny, then convert them to the Proteſtant Reli ion; 


which is as if one ſhould- ſay, by letting in che ) 
Light to a Man Who. is in the dark; you | ſhall ra- 


ther keep Him ſtill in tlie dark, than give him an 
Opportunity of ſeeing: That by Preaching the” 
Truth to a Man, you ſhall confirm-himin his Er. 
rors: That hy prayigg in 4 know TONE you 

ſhall induee him te go 0n-in praying in an un- 
known Tongue; and that; by worſhipits GOD" 


alone, you ſhall keep him upen die Knee“ to the 


Virgin 2 or ſome orher-Saint'6f Angel. 
Befides, Tl preaching in Iriſh, y- Jball Harker») 
confirm an "Wiſh 0 Ar Popery,, chan bondert him to 


the Proreffant Religion, it neceſſarily: follows, that- 
it is impoffible to convert an Iriſhman; "becauſe? 


if you cannot do it by conveying/ the Truth and” 
Light of the GoſpeF to him, by the means ofa Lan 
uage which he doth under tand, you cannot do it 
y means of a Language which He doth not under- 
ſtand: But Experienceſſhews, that an Ninman ma 
be converted by preaghing In iſh, inſtead! of rg 
confirmed in Pupery; which is another Inſtance '© 
the Inyalidity of this Objeftion. in, Raden 
IX. If ir mould be o jo 5 . 7 Miſſo=' 
at ure preach te the Po 
Fanatict [pls hls ſelf. © be e per, 
Taüfcher⸗ That, by the excellent! Onde 
of our Church, the Biſtiops: have not only a PoWwr 
given to ſatisfy themſelves, but alſo have an Op 
portunity to give the People all the Satisfaction 
that can he expected, of® the Soumdneſs and Or- 
thodoxy of their Miniſters, when they are or- 


9 


daihd, or admitted to ay Eure 21 nn 


For, 1, at Ordination every Mipiſter Tolemn- 
ly vows to — * Doctriae cs this: m—_— | 
So LE 
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2 q . en pee Fanaticiſm, 5 


2. In the 32d Canon of our Church, it is order d 
That no Perſon ſhall be receiv'd. into the Miniſtry | 
or admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Living, nor per- 
mitted to preach, read, lecture, catechrze, or mi- 
1 the Sacraments, except he ſhall Eft,” by Sub- 


ſcription, declare his Conſent to the firſt Four 


Canons of our Church; in the firſt of which, he 
declares his. Appro bation .of the Thirty Nine Ar- 
ticles; and in the he Third, his Aſſent to _—_ Litorgy 


of our Church. 3. Our, Liturgy (to the Uſe of 


Which, every Miniſter is confined in the publick 
Worſhip of 800, ) is alſo a very effectual Means 
co prevent the liniſter from corrupting the Peo- 

with Hereſy: For he is obliged to make a 

nfeſſion of his Faith, in Conjunction with the 
People, according to thoſe Forms of ſound Words 
ſet down in the CREEDS, commonly called, the 


| 1 Nicene, and | Athanaſian : ; fo. that he 
cannot - preach. or { 


any Tenet contrary. to 
any of - theſe fundamental Articles of Faith, with- 
8 renouncing his Creed, whereof he conſtantly 


makes a- Profeſſion at every publick Worſhip of 


GOD. In the: Liturgy alſo, not only the funda- 
mental Articles of Faith; but alſo the neceſſary 
Points ot Practice, and many uſeful and edifying 


Truths are mention d; b which Means, the People 


have the Advantage of ing inſtructed in them, 
9 — the Miniſter "allo f is bound up from varying 
from them, 4. It is enacted in our Law, that ſe- 


were Penalties {ſhall be inflited upon any Miniſter, who 


ſhall teach or maintain any Thing contrary to the Form 
af * Doctrine contained in our LANE and Ar- 


I do not 1 how 0 Rules could haye been | 
made, or. moxe effectual Methods uſed, to keep 
. Clergy _ the Bounds of the Chriſtian 


F ait hy 


K 
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Faith, and to preſerve the Doctrine of the Go- { 


ſpel pure and -umcorrupted "in. the Church of 
Chriſt ; and the Miſſionaries being ſübject to theſe 
Rules and Methods, and being àgcbuntable to the 
reſpe&ive 'Biſhops for departing from them, as. 
well as any other Clergymen, I do not underſtand” 
how they may, at their Pleaſure,” preach Pgpery, 
 Fanaticiſm, or Sedition: 2 | 5 7 ; 24 0 0 F'} it * 2 N ok 
X. It is aid, That to print Bool in Triſh, and 1 
ſend Miſſionaries to preach in that Tongue, is to give 
too much Encouragement to the Languages ' © 


1 


But this being the only Way to convert ſuckt of 
the Natives, as do not under ſtand Engliſh, we are 
indiſpenſably bound to make this Uſe of the Lan- 
guage; out of Charity to their Souls, and in Obedi- 
ence to our Saviourꝰ's expreſs Command. And althoꝰ I 
ſhould not be for encouraging the Language any far 
ther, than is neceſſary to prombte the Converſion of 
the Jriſh, and the Salvation of their Squls; yet, it be- 
ing evident, that Difference of Language doth not 
keep up Difference of Religion; and that it is 
not the Iriſh Language, but the Popiſh Religion, that 
is repugnant to the Prgliſh Intereſt, I cannot per- 
ceive any Harm, even in Point of- policy, ln uſing 
it. For Diverſity of Languages is not hurtft! 
in other Countries; nay, the Triſi Language it 
ſelf, is a harmleſs Thing in Scotland, and hath not 
any Marks of the Beaſt upon iilt. 


* 1 


Aud after all, I do not queſtion, hut to make” 
this Uſe of the Language at preſeft, is the moſt 
effectual Way to Uiminiſh the Uſe! of: it hereaf- 
ter: For, if we prevail with them to conform 
to our Church, their Prejudices being thereby in a 
great Meaſure removed, they will more readily 
rall in with our Cuſtoms and Language; and, be- 
lag qualified equally with our Klee for any Office- 
1 N 8 or 
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or Employment, . their Intereſt; wilt G08: cue 
them to ſpeak, Engliſh. 

XI. It is objected, That the "beſt Way to cover 
the Iriſh 5s, to aboliſh their Language; ' according to 
the wiſe Deſs ion of; our Anctſtors, nigh Two Hundred 

ars 
hs 1 wiſe a nd practicable 2-Deſign this is, we 
_ learn from Experience; for, after the Tryal 

near Two Hundred Vears, we find little or no 

Progreſs made in it. They till retain their Lan- 
guage, and Religion too. Nay, the Friſb Tongue 
is ſo far from being aboliſh'd, that it hath ſpread 
as much among, the Britiſh, in Proportion to.their 
amber, a8 the | Engliſh Language Ang": the 

trif TR TI 

But becauſe this Objection i is much inſi ted on. 
and i is the ſpecious Pretence, (to ſay no more) 
which bath hitherto itepp'd the Progreſs: of the 
Reformation in that Kingdom; IJ. hope the Rea- 
der. will pardon me, if I be ſomewhat prolix in 
anſwering it; being induced thereunto; not upon 
Account of the Weight and Force, but the Art- 


RJ fulneſs and Popularity of is In order therefore 


to give all reaſonable Satisfaction to ſuch as. make 
this Objection: 

1. 1 will ſnew the great Diſiculties of aboliſh 
ing. a Language. + bus 

2. I will enquire into the Practice of the great 
Monarchs, and of ſome other Nations, with Rela- 
tion to this Point. 8 

3. 1 will make it appear, That ſuch an Attempt 
would very much delay; if not altagetner obſtr uct 
their Converſion... 

x. As to the great Difficulties of aa hin a 
Language: : When, to defeat the vain and fooliſts 


at ze at Babel, God was 3 not only ſo 
; = 


700 ihr Ld Bs 


which confiſted in Unity of Language, and: for- 


N 
* i* DE 


Builders, that they could not underſtand one a- 


nother's Speech; but alſo to ſcatter them abidad 


from thence, upon the Face of all the Earth: we 


have Grounds from Scripture. to believe, that (as 


Biſhop Patrick obſerves) © the ſame common Dia- 
< Ie@ (or Way of Speaking) was given to thoſe Fa- 
< milies, whom God would have to make one Go- 
<« Jony in the Diſperſion. For they were divided 
„in their Lands; every one after his Tongue, 


after their Families, in their Nations, Gen. 5. 20 31. 


From which it follows, that where different Lan- 


gnages were ſpoken, the People ſpeaking them were 


different Nations, ſeparated from one anothet, by 
the Diſſdlution of that common Bond of Society, 
ced into a Plurality of Societies, by the Multi- 
plicity of Languages. Which being premifed, 


the Difficulty of absliſhing a Language will more 
plainly appear: For Difference of Language being 


generally a Sign of Difference of Nation, an At- 
rempt againſt a Language, will look like a Deſign 


againſt the Nation that ſpegks it: And all'Nati- 


ons, or Uiſtin& Societies of People, having a na- 
tural Inclination to favour their own Communit- 


ty, and being apt to glory in their Antiquity, and 


to boaſt of the great Merit and Renown of their 
Anceſtors, they will be very loath to part with 
their Native Langilage, and on” to give any De- 
6gn againſt · it all the Oppoſition they can. 
Beſides, ſuch an Undertaking ſeems to be very 


difficult, if not impracticable, in che Nature of 15 
the Thing. Children muſt ſpeak 
teach them; they will firſt uſe their Mother- Tongue, 


as their Parents 


and is they grow up, they will delight to ſpeak 


* 


eu Gaul the obe Kangesge Ipaben by dhe 


zauſe it is che Language of their ag 47 


— 


IT The Aſſyrian, Perſian, a ee 


ond Anceſtors, for whom they retain a great Love 
and: Veneration 

Moreorer, tht: Organs being by Uſe and ; 
cice formed and adapted 10: their, Native Lan- 
gunge; a8 they will pronounce it more eaſily, ſo 
its Sound will be more agreeable to them: For 
which Reaſon, the Languages which we have 

been accuſtomed to, ſeem to be pleaſant, and 

ſtranee ones harſh to uvs. 

The Labour and Difficulty, (eſpecially. in the 
Common People) to attain the right pronunciation 
of a Language, which they have not learned i 
their Infancy, do likewiſe render the Abolition 0 
an old Language more impracticable. 1 apy 

So that the Power of Habit and Cuſtom ; the 
natural Eſteem and Affection which Men have for 
their Fore- fathers; the Facility of Speaking, to- 
gether with the Agreeableneſs of hearing a Lan- 


guage! which they have been long acquainted with, 


and the Difficulty of learning a new Language, 
are almoſt inſuperable Means of the Continuation 
of any Language, and render its Abolition extream- 
Jy difficult. And if the Native Inhabitants be ſu- 
periour in Number, this will make the Difficulty 
till greater; becauſe it is much more probable, 


that the few ſhould be induced to ſpeak the Lan- 


guage of the many, than the many that of the 
_ And therefore, 

2. After the beſt Enquiry that I could 1 in- 
5 to the Practice of other Nations, with relation to 
this Point, Ido not find in Hiſtory 257 4 Account 
of the Abolition of a. Language. 
It doth not appeat, that it Was dong under the 
Abri and Ferſian Monarchięs, (and it had been 
.extreamly vain and ridiculous, to have attempted 


Is 78 4-03 11 13 „ 


* ſoon after the Ain plien ten; of, 1; ng uages, and 
6 


. * e 
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traty we Pnd, that Nebuchadyezz. 


_ dwell in all the Earth, &c. Darius the Median hath 


Languages. The Galatians (as St. Jerom obſerves in 


2 9 een 
\ p 


„ · / oo TIES 
Aid not aboliſb Pulgar Languages, 11 1 
4 1 4 4 0 8 MoV EY ; * * ; Yap» 1 * ET ; . 1 ee Jy g % / #33 44" . if 
the Diſperſion of Mankind' at Babel „ on the con y: 
aty we find, that Nebachadnexz.ars the Apis, 
Monarch, thus directs one of his Decrees, Dar. 
4. 1. Unto all People, Nations, and Languages that C 


the ſame Direction, Dar. 6. 25. Unto all People, Na- 
tions, and Languages that awell in all the Earth, &c. .. - 
And it appears from Quintus Curtius, Lib. 5. S. 11. 'K 
that Darius, the laſt Perſian Monarch, underſtood. — 


Greek, nam haud rudis Grace Lingua Darius erat. 


| Although the Greet Tongue did ſpread very 
far, eſpecially towards the Faft, (by means of the 
great Trade which the Grecians drove with their 
Neighbours in Aſia of the many Colonies which. 
they ſent thither; of che great Conqueſts which 
they made in it; and laſtly, by the Advantage of 
having the liberal Arts and Sciences in a manner 
written only in that Language) yet it did not ex- 
tinguiſn the vulgar Languages of the Countries, 
where it was ſpoken. Inſtead of attempting this, 
Alexander the Great, and his Captains, applied 
themſelves to learn the Languages of Ai. 


v 
1 , 
: 1 


And that the Uſe of theſe Languages gontinueds 
notwithſtanding the great Extent, and the many _ 
Excellencies and Ad vantages of the Greek Tongue; 
Brere wood proves very amply in the firſt Chapter 

of his Book concerning the Diverſity of Languages 
and Religions“; ont of which 1 ſhall mention the 
following Inſtandes. Although the Greek Language 
was generally ſpoken in Anatolia, aud the Countries 
adjacent, which were 'thitk planted with Colonies from 
Greece; yet it never entirely aboliſhed the ' vulgar 


Languages, beſides the "Greek Tongue. *. Strabo % 
tates notice, in his 14th" Book, That the Carians.bat 


at 


114 The Romans and William be Comneror 
many Greek Words. in their Language; which: im- 


Plies, that, o; was not the fame with the Greek. 
0 


in er place, (out of Hpherae) That of | 
Sixteen | ſeveral. Nations - inhabiting that Trat of 
Land, cnly Three were Grecians, and the weſt -Bar- 

barians ; in which account the :Cappadaczens, Gula- 
tians, Lydians, Mæonians, and Cataonians, are not in- 

cluded. It is alſo remarked. by Pliny, I. 7. c. 24. 
Valer. Max. 1.8. c. 7. & Gell. I. 17. C. 17. That the 
Twenty Two Languages which Mithridates, King of 
Pontus, could ſpeak without an Interpreter, were the 
Languages of. * many Nations ſubjett to himſelf; 
whoſe Dominions yet we know to have been contained, 
for the greateſt Part, within Anatolia. , And theſe 
Obſervations are, as to ſome part of them, confirmed 
to us by the Authority 7 the Holy Scriptures, Acts 2. 
9, 10. where: divers 0 theſe Reg ions, As Cappado- 


And in au her 


cia, Pontus, Aſia, Phrygia," and Pamphylia, «re 
brought in as Inſtances of different Languages. 
As to the Latin Tongue, or Roman Language; 
there were many concurring Cauſes that helped 10 
ſpread and enlarge it; ſuch as Multitude of Colonies; 
Donation of Roman Freedom to all the . Provinces ; 
Management and Tranſatiions of all Embaſſies, Law- 
Suits, and Appeals at Rome, only. in the Latin Tongue; 
tbe N riting of the Lams, whereby the Provinces were 
governed in that Language; the ſtrift Obligation that 
all Pretors of Provinces lay under to deliver | their 
Judgments in Latin; inſomuch, that (as we read in 
Dion. Caſſius) 4 Prafett in Greece was laid aſide 
ig being 4 Judge, for: being iguorant of the Latin 
LOngue. The Ereltio of. Schools in ſundxy Cities of 
the Provinces to teach Latin. Aud laply, the great 
are which the Romans defignedly ook, to enlarge the 
anguage with their Dominfont, when Rome became #4 


Momgreby, . August in remgrks, libs de Civ. Dl 


. 


19. . J And notwmithiſtancting this, 


among the Italians and 


Aid wot Nacrerd 32 this aftronnge. N. ng 


the iRbriians-and 
not abolifh the Viulgar L angüages in the Provinces 
of their Empire, 28 will by the enfuing An- 
ſtances, to which many more might, be added. 
The learned Men bf the Eaſt, uche lived even in 
the Hlouriſh ot the Rom Engle, have written in 


rent, and not in Latin. At the thind General 
Canncil held. at Epheſus, ir was defired, that the 


Lor tars of the Biſhop ef Rome ſhould be wr anflated into 


Greek, that they might be under ſtuod. There are 
4 bir Day, ' Fourteen Mother=T ongues . — the 


Latin) in Europe, which remain not ly aud lhed, 
bat litrle altered iby the Romans, 'wiz.. "ve Wiſh, Bri- 
tiſh, Cantabmian, Arabick, (boten in the ſteep NMoun- 
tains of Granada, cad Alpursrus) Fin eick, Dutch, 
Cauchian, Sclavoniſh, Illyrian, Greek, Epfrotick, 
Hungarian, Jazy gian, Tartarian, Brbre wd P. v1. 
Even in Geamvicy Where dhe Nonnen Tongue pre- 
vailed moſt, the Vulgar Languages ave not been 
extinguiſhed $ as Afriot, Gaul, and Span. 
William the Conqueror attenrpted operily 46 abo- 
liſh the . Engliſh Tongue, ptrpoſmg to have, Tnb- 
dued the Language, as well as the Country in 
order to which he enjoified,” That French only 
Jhould be taught in the Sohools here: And that all +hc 
Laws of the Laud ſhould be mritten, and all the Pledil- 
angs performed in that ny but be Gould" not 
cen pl b Deſign ;, for Tine 11h bei more 
nume raras than We: Normans, 'the "Effet © KNefult 
.of all his Labour was, only that. 4 "few Freneh Words 
were mixed with the Englim. Such wu ehe Sc 
ceſs of the Franks amon he Gui and of rbe Goths 
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11 6 An Endeavour to aboliſh | their Language 
remain ſtill in England, the Iriſh in Scotland, and the 
 Manks in the Iſle of Man: Although all the Laws 
and Pleadings be confined to the Engliſh Tongae; 
tion for the Diſcharge of any Office of conſider- 
able Truſt. or Proßt. In a Word, there cannot 
any Inſtance be given, that a Language hath been 
aboliſhed, even in a conquered Country, except 
where the Inhabitants were either deſtroyed, or 
ere ot to  Tendld S  O) - 
3. An Attempt to. aboliſh the Language ſpoken 
by the Popiſh Natives of Ireland, will very much 
delay, it not wholly -obſtru& their Converſion. 
By the Abolition of a Language, I ſuppoſe, is 
underſtood, a bringing it to a total Diſuſe, ſo 
that they who were wont to ſpeak it, ſhall do ſo 
no more. But before this can be done, that is, 
before we hinder Men from ſpeaking the Language 
which they only underſtand, we ſhould firſt teach 
them ſome other in its ſtead : But how ſhall 'we 
be able to teach a Multitude of People the Engliſh 
Tongue, who have nothing, under God, to de- 
pend upon, for the Subſiſtence of themſelves and 
their Families, but their own Induſtry and daily 
we ſet up at this rate, to teach Old and Young ? 
Aud how many Thouſand. Men, Women, and 
Children, muſt the Publick maintain at them ? And 
can this be done to a whole Nation ina few Years, or 
even in an Age, tho they were neyer ſo willing to fall 
in with the Experiment? Surely any one who hath 
a due Concern for the. Salvation of Souls, and ſe- 
riouſly. conſiders this Matter, cannot approve of 
ſuch an Attempt: For if the Abolition of their 
Language be a Work that will. undonbtedly re- 
quire-z'conſiderable Length of Limes before it an 


1 
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will obſtrult their Converſion. 1x7 


be compleated, what ſhall in the mean while be- 
come of ſo great a Multitude of People, who live 
in great Darkneſs and Ignorance, and wallow in 


groſs. Immorality, Superſtition, and Idolatry? or 


rather, what ſhall become of us for neglecting 


them? Beſides, by this Method we ſhall not only 


abandon ſuch of the preſent. Generation as do not 


underſtand Engliſh, to the preſent Miſchief and 
the future Evils, which their corrupt Principles 
and Practices expoſe them to; but we ſhall alſo 
put the Converſion of their Poſterity, upon a mere 


| Chance or Contingence : There not being one 


Inſtance, that I know, of the Abolition of a Lan- 


guage ; but many, of its being attempted in vain. 
An 


And, if under a politick Pretence of | aboliſhing 
their Language, we ſhall either neglect or poſt- 
pone their Converſion, we have great Reaſon to 
doubt of God's bleſſing our Endeayours with Sdùc- 
ceſs: Becauſe the Obligations that we lie under to 
promote the Glory of God, and Salvation of our 
Brethren, do not permit us to put off a Work ſo 


neceſſary, and ſo charitable, but require us to ſet 


about it immediately, Heb. 3. 12, 13. Take heed, 
Brethren, leſt there he in any of you an evil Heart of 
Unbelief, in departing from the Living God; but ex- 
hort one another daily, while it is called to Day, leſt 
any of you be hardned through the Deceit fulneſs of 

Sin. And as an Attempt to aboliſh the Iriſh Lan- 


guage will certainly delay. their Converſion, ſo it 


is much to be feared; that it would wholly ob- 


ſtruct it. Men do not only like, but they are ge- 
nerally fond of, their Native Language. And they 


will not eaſily part with any Thing, for which 
they, have a great Love and Affection. An At- 
tempt to take it from them, will very much pro- 


Yoke and exaſperate them, and conſequently pre- 


a 


159 juice 


118 T's more eaſis and neceſſary firſt to convert 
judice them againſt our Inſtructions, and render 
them more averſe to our Communion. If we ſhall 


endeavour to rob them of their Tongue, we ſhall 


be ſure to loſe their Hearts; without which, 
doubt, we ſhall never be able to convert them. 
It it therefore be ſo hard and inconvenient an 


Undertaking to aboliſh a Language, how diffi- 
cult would it be to extinguiſh a Religion and a 
Language together? If the ſtrong Forces of theſe 
two Potentates be united, it will be no eaſie mat- 


ter to overcome them; at leaſt, they will hold out 


much longer than we imagine. Let ns then begin 
with Religion firſt, becauſe it is the more import 
ant Concern ment of the Two, and becauſe it is more 

eaſie and mere practicable to convert the Iriſh, by 
teaching them the true Principles of Religien in 
Their own Language, than to aboliſh the Jriſ Lan- 


guage, and-afterwards teach them both our Lan- 


guage and Religion. 


1. Religion is the more important Concernment 


of the two, and that both with reſpe& to them, 


becauſe the 1riſh Language, as ſuch, hath nothing 
of Impicty, Hereſie, or Immorality in it; and no 
Man, I preſume, will be condemned at the laſt 
Day for ſpeaking J1riſh ; whereas the Idolatry and 
_ Superſtition, and the many corrupt Principles and 
Practices of the Church of Rome, do very much 
hazard their Salvation. And it is ſo with re- 
ſpett to us; becauſe we fee by too many Inſtances, 


That although they ſhould ſpeak Engliſh, yet they 
may continue to be Papiſts, and retain ſuch: Diſ- 


_ Poſitions, as their _ inſpires them with, to- 

wards us; whereas if they be converted to the 
Eftabliſhed Religion, they will not only be brought 
into a ſafe Way to Salvation, hut their good Prin- 
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ſons, Old and Young, Engliſb ſo well, as to be fuf- 


their own Language, let us endeavour to propagate 
the: Engliſh Tongue among the Natives. This may 


by teaching their Children to read Engliſh gratis;; 


ciples will alſo ſecure us; and we ſhall have no 
Cauſe to fear, that their manner of expreſſing them- 
felves will do us any. ban. 

2. It is a more eaſie and practicable Work, to 
fet about the Converſion of the frafh, by perform- 
ing Religious Offices to them in their own Lan- 
guage, than to aboliſh it, and afterwards teach 
them both our Language and Religion. It can 
hardly be dĩſputed, but that it is much eaſier for 


Foo Men of Letters, to acquire fa much Know- 


ledge in the brifl Tongue, as to be able to ſpeak 
and read: it, than to teach 50000. illiterate Per- 


ficiently edified by Our Prayers and Sermons. 
And having laid afide the Thoughts of aboliſſiing 


be done gradually;. without any Erejudice to the 
Progreſs of the Reformed Religion among them; 
which, together {with the Encouragements, that 
the  Exgliſh Langvage bath already in that Ring- 
dom, would ſbon bring it to be univerſally uſed 
there. But the former can never be done without 
great Severity and Provocation; - whereby their 


Minds would be more and more alienated from 


us, and conſequently their Converſion rendered 
more difficult. Behdes, there are many fiſh Con- 
vents, and fome Colonies abraad, where Books 
are. publiſhed in Jriſh, and Care is taken to pre- 
ſerve the Language; fo that they could do mach 


towards defeating ſuch a Deſign; and it is pro- 


bable, that it would meet with greater Oppoſition 
than ſome are a- ware ß 7 HT 
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Object. XII. The Natives will not come to kear us 
eee, 2h LOS E-IRGN 621411 go 
That if we muſt not endeayour to convert them, 
becauſe of an Apprehenſion that they will not come 
to hear us; for the ſame Reaſon we muſt never 


attempt it, becauſe their Education giving them 


Pre- poſſeſſions in favour of their own Religion, and 
in Prejudice of ours, we may always be appre- 
henſive, that they will not be very fond of coming 
nn... 10 5 2 
But are we ſure, without making trial, that 
they will not come to hear us? How do we know 
but their Curioſity,. or a Deſire to hear Per form- 
ances in their own Language, or rather the Spirit 


wo of God, may move them to come to hear us? Shall 


we neglect an expreſs Duty, becauſe it may happen, 
that we may perform it in vain? Ought we not 


rather do our Duty, and leave the Succeſs to Gd? 


Af they will not come to us, we ſhould go to 


them, according to the good Example of our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, who went about 
doing good; who viſited from Houſe to Houſe; 
who reſorted to the Temple, to the Synagogues, 
and to the other Places of Concourſe, that they 


might have an Opportunity of Preaching the glad 


Tydings of Salvation to the People. If we did but 


duly conſider the Worth and the Danger of Souls, 


we ſhould eaſily be induced to do the like; and we 
mould not endure to ſee poor ignorant Wretches 
ready to ſtumble at every Step into the Pit of De- 
ſtruction, and not think it our Concernment to en- 

deayour to convince them of their Danger, and 
ſkew. them how to avoid it. 


The Prophets under the Law, were often ſent 


to a Rebellious and ſtiff-necked People, and were 
commanded to preach to them, whether they would 
EE | Hear, 


la 


not in 


ver reached us. But if ſome have Laboured in vain 
in one Part ef the Vine pard, others have ſnecced- 
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bear, ER gr would forbear : Our B Sa- 


viout and his A dſtles, offered the Means of Sa- 


' vation to thoſe, w o they knew would reje& them. 

| Wherefore, We who are Sinners our ſelves, and 

| ſtand in ſo much heed of God's Mercy, and are fo 
much obliged to him for his Patience and Lang- 
ſuffering, ſhould not think much to wait long, to 

make many Trials, and to uſe frequent and rr ir f 


ed Endeavours to reclaim others. 
Beſides all this, ſome who make the Exj 
find: that they do come to our Service 
their own Tongue; many 
withſtanding that their Prieſts curſe them, and 


threaten to excommunicate them for it; and ſome 
of their Hearts have been opened, as Lydia's was, 
to receive the Truth, and they haue been converted. 


XIII. Others object, That the; Endeavours vf fome 
to convert the Iriſh, have nt ſucceeded. - Such a Mi- 
niſter laboured in vain in ſuch. on inves and enorber, i i” 


another Place. 


lt anſwer, That 11 Chriſt ah his Apoſtles had 


left off 8 ebe Goſpel, becauſe they ſucccedell 
ome Places, the Light of the.Goſpel had ne- 


ed in another Part of it. And one would think, 


that this were ſufficient Encouragement even to 
the Faint-hearted and the Lazy, to ſet about this 
Vi 5 
Tbe Reaſon why the Converſion of the Iriſh hath 
been fruitleſs and ineffectual in many Parts of the 


Kingdom is, becauſe it was never made a conſtant 


and general Work throughout the whole King- 


dom. The united Endeavours of the Clergy and 
Laity, have not been employed againſt the Unani- 


m e or the att Natives; Attempts. 


were 
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wore made to convert them only nom and then 
here and there, by a fingle Biſhop on private Cler- 
gyman; and they were difcouraged on hafſfec by 
Difficulties and Obſtructions throun into their way, 
not only by thoſe of the Church of Nume, hut by 
many of our own Communion. Let us therefore: 
try what a conſtant and univerſal Attempe through». 
out the Hingdom will do; let us uſe all fit Means, 
and ſet all Hands to work ;'and if the vent ſnould 
not anſwer our Expectation, we may, however, com- 
fort our felves with the Thoughts of having done 
our Duty, and of being pure from tim Blood of 4 
_ Upon the whole, it plainly appears, that the 
Object ions againſt the Jriſo Language have not 
any Foundation either in Reaſon or Religion: And 
it is obvious to obſerve, that they are grounded al- 
together upon that National Prejudice and Aver - 
ſion, which ftill remains among too many of the 
Engliſh and Iriſh Nations to one another. I know: 
ſome of the Natives of that Kingdom, who can 
ſpeak Engliſh, and vet will not, for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe it is Engliſh. The ſame Motive, 
on the other ſide; induceth ſome to be very ear- 
_ neſt for aboliſhing the i Language: They have 
a Diſlike to the Nation, and this draweth them 
inſenſibly into a Diſſike to the Language, for 
which no other Reaſon can be given, but that 
it is Iriſh; if this were not ſo, there would bs: 
the ſame Neceſſity for aboliſhing the Ive Language 
in Scotland. Beſides, it is not the Language of the 
Court, but of a poor, ignorant and depreſſed 
People, from whom we can have no Expettations; 
and this, together with the Trouble of Learning 
an obſolete Language, encreaſeth- Mens Prejudices- 
againſt it. But whatever may be the 9 of 
©] “VI - ow. 
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that great Nverſion whicti: ſome have entertained” 
againſt the Lang Sung; pan open and av ow] ( d At- 
tempt to uboliſfr It, ig not the Way to unite the! 
two! Nations in their. Hearts and Affections: Dif- 


ference: of Religion is, that which ſets them at the 


greateſt Diſtance from one another; and if that 

were taken àway, all orher Differences would 

dwindle into nothi ing 3 or if they continued, they 
would do nd harm Made fro: whit bath been 
A ſaid, it) appeats, that Preaching, and Printing the: 
' MW. Bible and Common-Prayer-Book in Viſu, are the 
4 W Means for attaining this go6d' End. 
But it may be ſaid, That ſuch Abnifters as | ball 
be! emp _ to perform "the Offices" of Religion to the 
Natives 
Bible e Common-Prayer- ook, extempore, while 


Printing them; by which" #4teans the Pippi of 
the Language. will be prevented. Aa 743 


we need be under no Apprehenſions from the Lan- 
guage: But however, an extemporar Verſion of 
the Scripture: and Liturgy," delivered to the Peo- 
ple, hath as great a Tendency to keep up the Uſe 
of the Language among n as eee of 14 
Printed one. 5 b 
Then their Tranſtations, be they right or wrong; 
muſt paſs for Scripturei among the Common-Peb- 
ple; by which Means they ſhall have an Oppor- 


Sedition it ſelf, (which is made a great Obje&ion 
to the ſending of Miſſionaries among them.) But 


ter, any one: who has a juſt Regard for the Divine 
Authority of the Scripture, and a due Concern for 


would 
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their own Banguage, may tranſlate the 


they are officiating, and thut chere will be no need of . 


Enough hath been ſald already, to prove that : 


tunity indeed of Preaching Popery, Fanariciſm, or 
ſurely, after à ſerious Craſideration of this Mat- 


the; found and e e of the People, 
H 


would not approve of ſuch a dangerous Method, 
if it were practicable, as it is not; for the Iriſh 
Language is ſo. barren and defective, that it is not 
is; the. Power of the moſt skilful in it, to tran- 


dy and Premeditation. 


I proceed to the Fourth Article, Fi . 
That à ſufficient Number of Charity- Schools be ere- 


fled, for the Inſtruction of the Iriſh Children gratis, 
in the Enghiſt Tongue, aud the Eftabliſti4 Church, 


i C 
is Article is grounded upon the great Uſe- 
fulneſs of Religious Education 3 and up- 
on the many Advantages in particular, which the 
Bublick will receive, by having theſe Children in- 
ſtructed in the Church Catechiſm. 
It is propoſed, That they be taught to read, not 
only that they may be more fit for Buſineſs; but 
eſpecially, that they may be more capable of Ca- 
techetical Inſtrvction, and improving in Chriſtian 
Knowledge, Which very: few. illiterate Perſons at- 
tain to, in any tolerable Meaſure or Degree: 
Now, by the Help of theſe Schools, great Num- 
bers of Children will be bred up in the Knowledge 
of Verte and Religion, who would otherwiſe be 
not only abandoned to utter Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance, but would alſo. bet trained up, as it is too 
much to be feared, in a vicious and diſſolute Courſe 
er Minds will be early ac- 


- 


_ quainted; with-the Fear of God, and with the Pra- 
_ chice of Piety; and this, vin all Probability, will 
have a mighty Influence upon their Behaviour and 
Converſation, while they live in this World, ac- 
cording to the Divine Saying, . Prov. 22. 6. Train 
up 4 Child in the Way be ſhould go, and when. he is 
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: Old, he will not depart from it.. And there is not 


any Means more effectual for attaining this End, 


than to inſtruct them in our Church Catechiſm, 
which is in all reſpects excellently fitted to the In- 


ſtitution of Children, and Beginners in Religion. 
For our Catechiſm is written in the moſt eaſie 


and familiar Stile, all hard Words and obſcure Ex- 


preſſions being on purpoſe avoided, that the loweſt 


| Capacities may be inſtructed by it. 
As to the Matter of it; it doth not conſiſt of 


abſtruſe and difficult Doctrines, that may exerciſe 
the Wits of the ableſt Divines, but is wholly 
made up of the uncontroverted Points of Religion, 


vhich may be eaſily underſtood, and appreheuded 
aright without Danger of Miſtake. | 


This Catechiſm is alſo ſhort, and may be readi- 


ly learned: All ſuperfluous and unneceſſary Things, 


which are a Burden to the Minds of young and 
weak People, are avoided, and the Fundamentals 
of Religion are comprized in ſo ſmall a Com- 
paſs, that they may be committed to the Memo- 


ry with very little Trouble. 


And that which crowns all, is, that it is com- 
pleat, and ſufficient to inform the Mind with ſaving 
Knowledge, and is wanting and deficient in no- 


thing, that is abſotutely requiſite to be known in 


order to eternal Salvation; fo that whoſoever 


ſhall throughly underftand the Church Catechiſm, 
ſhall be ſufficiently inſtructed to everlaſting Life. 


By this means alſo the whole Community will 


recap many Benefits. For hereby theſe poor miſe. 


guided Children will have. wholeſome and ſuhſtan- 


tial Nouriſhment adminiſtred to their Souls, in- 


ſtead of the corrupt and ſuperſtitious Principles 
and Doctrines of the Church of Rome. They will 
be taught to make the weightier Matters of the 


H 2 Law, 
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Law, their greateſt Care and Concerniment. ' The” 
Difference between Good and Evil, between Thing 
lavyful and unlawful, neceſſary and indifferent, WIII 
be ſufficiently imprinted on their Minds; and. the” 
will prevent them from being ſcry ous and fu- 
perſtitious, and will make them eaſie in their Re- 
ligion, and in their Converſation, both to tilem- 


ſelves and others. And hereby bers hen be taught 


to be uſeful and orderly Members both in Chick 
and State, by ſubmitting themſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake, and by preſerving” 
the Peace and Unity of the Church, and the Quiet 
and Tranquility 37 the Kingdom. It is alſo wor- 
thy of our Con 8 that by this Means a 
great Number f Children will be brought up 
in the Eſtabliſp'd Religion, who muſt otherwiſe 
be filled from their Infancy, with the greateſt A- 
verſion and Prejudice to it; eſpecially if the Bene- 
fit of theſe Schools be extended to poor Proteſtant 


Children, whoſe Parents cannot give them useful , 


and religious Education. 
And it is to be preſumed, that it will not be of | 
any dangerous Conſequence to the Common- wealth, 
to teach ſo many Triſb Boys to Read and Write: 
If they were to be inſtructed in Military Diſci- 
pline, and Weapons put into their Hands inſtead 
of Primers and Catechiſms, this might give ſome 


Umbrage-; but it is "hoped, that Reading and 


Writing only, will not make them capable of do- 
wing Miſchief to the Publick: It is probable, that 
the good Principles, which by this Means will be 
taught them, will Have better Influence upon 


then m, and will, by the Grace of God, make them 


better Subjects and better Chriſtians, and more 
uſeful in their Generation, than otherwiſe they 
* be. It is cer tain, that Religious Education 

_ hath 
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hath not only. this: natural Tendency, but - alſo | 
the Divine Promiſe, that it ſhall. be generally bleſ- . 
ſed With good Effects. „ 


ti 


eee iel Schools may be f grderd, that 
Children may be prevented from learning a Ha- 


bit-of Idleneſs at them; they may be inſtructed, 
before they can bring any conſiderable Benefit to 


their Parents by their Labour; and if they con- 


tinue longer, they may be allowed to aſſiſt their 


caſions, and be thereby accuſtomed to Work. But 
Experience will beſt ſatisfie us in this Point. The 
People of England, and of the Northern Parts of 
Scotland, are for the moſt part taught to Read and 
Write, and they are nevertheleſs, both very in- 


duſtrious People; and it is well known from the 


Trial of ſeveral Years, that Charity-Schools have 
done much good in England. e 

Schools is, That it is to be. feared that the Parents 
of the ſe Children may pervert them again, and bring 


them back to the Popiſh Religion. And it is pro- 


bable, that ſome of them, if they be left to their 


_ own Liberty, may do ſo; but it may be hoped, 
that others will not: For I know many Inſtances 


where the Natives give up their Children to be 


educated in the Proteſtant Religion, and permit 


them to continue in it; for the Popiſh Religion 


dies now under great Diſcouragements, and js 
loſing Ground in many Parts of that Kingdom: 


Praying in an unknown Tongue, iS generally diflik'd 


in ſome Places that I know ; many. of that Com- 


munion are not ſatisfied with their Prieſts, for 


do not believe Tranſubſtantiation ; there are great 


Numbers of them whoſe Affections to Popery are 


mul 
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Parents in Harveſt, and upon other neceſſary.Oc- - 


But the moſt weighty Objection againſt theſe 


. depriving them of the Uſe of the Scriptures, and 


Hty, will ſuffer their Children to adhere to the 


Proteſtant Religion, conſidering withal, the Tem- 


porat Advantages that may accrew to them there- 
Wherefore, although it may happen that ſome 


of theſe Children may return to the Church of 


Rome, yet theſe Schools are worthy of Publick En- 
courag ement, for the ſake of others, who will, as it 


may be hoped, continue to be Proteſtants, by the 


Connivance of their Parents, and by virtue of the good 
Principles inſfilled into them. But notwithſtanding 
what hath been ſaid, it will be worthy of the 


Public Cænſiderat ion, to prevent any Inconvenience 
this way, by obliging the Parents that their Chil- 
dren, brought up at theſe Schools, ſhall go to 


Church while they are under their immediate Care, 
ander the Penalty of paying for their Education, or by 


any other expedient Means whereby they may 


be hindred from turning Papiſts. If our Law 


bath nor already provided a ſufficient Remedy, 


by preventing. a Succeſſion of: Popiſh Clergy ; 


which, whenever it takes place, will effectual- 


ly hinder their returning to the Church of Rome. 
come now to ſhew the Reaſons, upon which, the 
Sixth Article is grounded. - 


It moſt be acknowledged, that if all thoſe whocall 


themſelves Chriſtians, were of the ſame Diſpoſition 
with St. Paul, who did not ſeek his own Profit, but the 
Profit of many, that they might be ſaved, 1 Cor. 10. 
33. If they were as publick- ſpirited, and as zealous 
in propagating the common Chriſtianity, and in 
Promoting the univerſal Happineſs and Welfare 


bf Mankind, as Chriſtia is are obliged to be; True 
Retigien would fpre:d much faſter in the World 
krdan it dth. The Kingdom of Darkneſs would ſoon 


be 


much . and · abated, and theſe, in all Probabi- 


nw — 3 


biculer Obligation: e ne ENS ee 


the Conor of d Trin. 1 
b fable, 4nd the " Kingdom! bf. our "Bleſſed: Sa- 


wiows' would be ſer up; and oft Ufhed" in all: Pabbts 
of the Wands: And zere Would —— r 1» 
need 'of 4 DHoratl nx 4 Society for pro 


the” \Referwel Kel + in tiene For e 
would do his Part in {6 good a Work, withoorve. | 


ing induced to it by any ſpecint ene af 


But it is a ad” ruth, that che greateſt pere uf 
thoſe „WhO Probeſs che Ehriſtian Region, are ve 
Jr cold and mndiffetent in this Marte, — ſhew 1 


+ 
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in i Religion, are. pln to 56 9 —— — in 
the Diſcharge of this Duty: It. is a Duty ineum- 
bent upon every one, and therefore _ hope, 
that "others will take the Trouble of it 

them. For which Reaſon it is generally obſerv'd, 
T bat what is every ones Buſineſs, is fadom made the 
Objett "of any one's Care or Concern. ' | 

Therefore, for the better Diſcharge of Du ties 

of this Nature, which Tie upon Chriſtians at large, 
it is by Experience found requiſite, that they be 
committed to the particular Care of ſome Perſons, 
who may upon that Account think themſelves 


more mans; concern'd ro {ee them accom- 


pliſhed. 
And this is more ef; pecially neceſſary to ſecure 
and facilitate the Performance of theſe Duties, 


when they are like to be encumbred with great 


Charge and Expence, or to be obſtructed by much 
Oppoſition and Diſcouragement; as the Conver- 
gt of the " is more than likely to he. For, 


„„ 4. As 
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Asa to the Charge and · Ex pence; it will be 
:p&ctſlary (as bath been already Ohſerved): that a 


aompetent Number of Miniſters: be. provided and 
the Natives, und to per form the Offices pfiRelis 


* 


Sion to them u / their-ownoLangpage And in 


arderdo this, hefe Miniſtærs muſt be ſuppliediwith 
_— = — Boo grat leaſt.'(And::for 
2 re, efſec ual: accompliſhing this good Work, 
A 


be; x&quiſite,; that Charity-Sehools he, erect» 
ed to teach their'Childrento:Read.andW rite En- 


Wiſh and. to inſtrt them in the true Principles 


Religion. Pherefore, fa: defray this Expence, 


it is preſumed, that an incorporated Society, ca- 


pabable of eollefting che public and private-Charity 
f the Queen's Subjeas, of receiving Legacies, and 


making: urchaſes, will bel very uſeful, if not me- | 


— 


urn: 070t550 le bag ono. I ne 305: 

2. It. eannot be expected: but this Work will 
meet with many Difficulties and Obſtructions. 
When any Deſignu is ſet on foot, which hath a 
great Tendency to promote the Glory of God, 
and Salvation of Men; the Adverſary of Souls 
will do his utmoſt to defeat it. The Romiſh Prieſts 


will undoubtedly give it all the Oppoſition they can. 


Ihe Popiſh” Nobility and Gentry, eſpecially thoſe 
who have loſt; their Eſtates, and have not any 
Proſpect of recovering them but by à Foreign 

Power, will leave nothing undone that will ob- 
ſtruct the Converſion of the #riſh.. The. Popiſh 
Princes, who find their Account in ſupporting the 
\Romiih Intereſt in Ireland, will do much to baffle 
it. Emiſlaries will be ſent from abroad, to hearten 

the Iriſh, and to keep them faſt to their old Prin- 
ciples ;-and there is no doubt, but Money will be 


expended to binder the Progreſs of the Ręforma- 


pe 8 tion; 
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atty into this Society. 131 
3 wry for Which Purpoſe. there is a ge Fond at 
"Roe; call'd che Church's Stock. And this ſurely muſt 
be the Reaſon, whyWorks of this nature meet with 
little or no Encouragement, vrhere Money can pre- 
vent it. Sincere Converts are per ſecuted by them, 
that e ma; be deterred from following their 
Example; and falſe Proſelytes are employed, 
to make? a Sbewisof coming over to us, that 
under a Pretence of forſaking Rome, they may be 
more capable of ſerving it: For what they dolun- 
der the Mask of a falſe Gonverſion, is imputed 
to the whole Body of Converts.” And the Con- 
ſequence of this too often is, that ſome ednceive 
4 Prejudice againſt all Proſelytes, thinking them 5 
to be all alike; whereby true Converts will not 1 
only ſuffer much, but be alſo ſtaggered, and others 1 
diſcouraged from coming over to our Communion- 
'Laſtly, the many Sects among us, who are not 
deſiraus that any additional Strengtfi ſhould be 
brought to the Church, will find out Ways" and 
Means of diſcouraging i be ey en neee 
Therefore it is humbly <oaibeived, that an in- 
| corporated Society, of ſuch as are well-diſpoſed 3 
5 to this Work, will be very uſeful and helping ot 
5 towards overcoming all thoſe Difficulties. Fort 
. the Converſion of the Iriſh being the Wrong = - 
Defign and Buſineſs of the Society, it may be e 
pected, that they will take better Care of it, ed 
promote it more effectually, than if it were left al- 
together to the Carè of every ſingle Perſon. Be- 
ſides, an united Body of Men acting in Concert, 
will have greater Power and lufluenhce, than che 
ſame Perſons acting ſeparately can have: 
And if a competent Number of the Nohility and 
Gentry were received into this Society, the Coun- 
tenance and Aſliſtance of the Laity being ena 
FL A a | added 
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132 The Natives have 4 Right to have 


added to the Labours and Endeavours of the Cler- 


gy, fuch an united Society would have greater 


Capacities of forwarding this "Work, than . 
otherwiſt be well expected. 
For the Nobility and Gentry, engaged io this 


Corporation would, in all probability, befriend 
their own Undertaking in both. Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and upon all — Occaſions. They would 
be capable of removing many ef the Difficulties 


and Hindrances, that it may 22 with through- 
out the Kingdom. It would be much in their 
Power, to promote it among their Neighbours 
and Tenants; for the ſriſb are a People that are 
much ſwayed by their Landlords, and ſuch as have 
any Power over them. And. they could be very 


uſeful and aſſiſting, in obtaining the Charity of 


others, and in contributing to it themſelves; and 
without ſuch Help and ſuch Concurrence of the 


Laity, ſo laborious, ſo difficult, and ſo expenſive 


an Undertaking is likely to go on, and 2 be 


accompliſhed but very ſlowly, 
We may be. fally convinced of this? from Uthe 


Experience of this Kingdom; whilft the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts was left 
at large, it ſpread but little ; but the great Pro- 
greſs which the Chriſtian Religion ck — 


made in the Eaſt and I indie. by God's Blef- 
ing upon the remarkable Zeal and Piety of the 


Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 
and of the Socisty for Promoting Chriſtian Knowleage, 


mes us plainly how uſeful ſach a Society might 
be in this Kingdom. 


And the joining of ſome of the Laity to the Cler- 


gy in this Society, need not give any Umbrage, 


as if any Encroachment. were to be made cer 
Aron the Rights of the Clergy; for by Member 
Member 
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ttzhe Seriptures in their own Lanzuage. 133 
Member of ſuch, a Society, a Layman doth not ac- 
quire any Power, Authority, or: Juriſdiction, that 
is proper and peculiar to the Clergy : He is called 
upon only to give his Advice and Aſſiſtance, his 
Countenance and Encouragement, to this good 
Work. And in the Charter (as in all other Char- 
ters) it may be provided, That the Society ſhall 
not make any By-Laws, Statutes, or Ordinances 
repugnant to the Laws and Statutes of the Realm; 
whereby the Rights and Privileges. of the Clergy 
may be fully ſecured to them, and ſuch a — 
fectually prevented from invading the. 
Thus 1 bave endeavoured to ſhew the Grounds 
upon which the Methods propoſed for the Conver- 
fron of the Iriſh- are built, and to anſwer the Ob- 
 Jeſtiphs made! to; them 
Before I conclude this Argument, I reckon my 
ſelf obliged to offer ſomething; further to the Con- 
ſideration of thoſe, who are againſt publiſhing the 
Scriptures and Liturgy in ſh; becauſe it ſeems 
to be a Matter of great Moment and Importance, 
and very much affecting the Honour and Piety of 
both our Church and Nation.. 
lt can be very eaſily proved, that to hinder the 
Scriptures from being publifned in Fiſh, is, to de- 
prive ſuch of the Natives, as underſtand that Lan- 
guage only, of a Right which God hath given them; 
that it is to take away the Means of Salvation from 
them; that it is to do that, for which we ſe- 
verely Cenſure the Church of Rome, and for which 
we juſtly ſeparate from her; and that it will render 
their Converſion imprafticable. © ' © 
I. am verily perſwaded, That this Matter hath 
not been fully conſider d; and that, after a ſerious Re- 
fiction upon it, every one who believeth the Di- 
vine Authority of the Ecriptures, and conſiders bow 
| | | | uſeful 


2 


1 To deprlurthens uf che: Seriprureſ, ius 
uſeful and neceſſiryothe. Knowledge" of them it % rhe 


know not how I. can do better Serviee, Or _ 
8 or 


1 can make a mvreithankful:Return: to thoſe, 


whom I am obliged in Points of Duty and Grati: 


tude, to have: the grateſt Honour and: Eſteem; 


than by ſetting it in a clear Light before them. 


In order to which; theſe following Conſiderations 


_ are with all Sincerity and Reſpect, ſubmitted to 


the pious Thoughts and Meditations of the chi: 
ftian Reader. Ribes on DD an view Ad 
A. The End of any Writing ds, that it may be 
read; the Deſign of ay one wo writes to another, 
muſt ſurely be, that he peruſe the Writing which 
he directs to him. Therefore, it having pleafed 


49 


the molt gracious and merciful God, out of his 
Infinite Love and Favour to Mankind, to direct 


the Revelation of his Will to all Men without 
Exception, and without Reſpect of Perſons: or: Na- 
tions; to all. who every where call on the Name 
uf the Lord jeſus, and conſequently to the — 


well as the Engliſh, or any other People; to hin- 


der the publiſning of- the Scriptures in 7-;ſh, is to 
deprive ſuch of the Natives as underſtand that 
Language only, of the Uſe and Benefit of that, 


which God hath not only allow'd them, but ex: 


preſly directed to them. 


Nay, God Almighty having not only directed his 


Word to all Men, but alſo commanded all Men to 


ſearch it; as it argues great Contempt and Diſ- 
regard of the Divine Majeſty, in any one, not to 
read what God hath directed to him, and what 


he hath commanded. him to read: So for any 


Man, or Society of Men, to debar others of the 


Lee uſe of that, which God hath not only allow!d, 
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deprive ther" of Means FY Silben. 135 


bat commanded kbem to uſe, is both to deprive 

them of a Right and . Which God hath 

[ions them; and aHo to acquit them of a Duty, 
which he hath laid upon them. 

2. To hinder the publiſhing'of the Bible in Triſh,” 
is to deprive” the Natives of one of: the principat 
Means of Salvation. 5 

The Word of God is a Liebt unto our Feet, 
and à Lamp unto our Paths; the Scriptures ate” 
able to make us wiſe unto Selvgtion,. all. Things ne- 
ceſſary to Eternal Life being plainly delivered to 
us therein : : therefore, alt Nen ſtould have the free 
uſe of them; becauſe eternal Salvation being a 
Natter of the greateſt Moment and Concernment, 
all "Methods ſnould be uſed, and no Means either 
prohibited or neglected of obtaining it. 

Beſides, the Scriptures being the Word of God 
himſelf, as we cannot but be therefore -firmly per- 
ſwaded of the Truth of them; ſo they nnr but 
have the ſtron — Inflience and Operation upon 
our Hearts and Actions; the Word of God him- 
ſelf being much more to be regarded, than the 
Word or Writing of any Man, as baving infi- 
nitely greater Advantages to recommend it ſelf 
0 us, chan any Humane Compoſure. 

- To this it may be added, that not only from 
the Scriptures themſelves, but alſo from Expe 

rience, we have good Grounds t6 believe, t a 
God Almighty enforces and ſets home his Word 
upon the Minds and Conſciences of Men, and bleſ- 
ſeth the due uſe of it, with the Concurrence of 
his Holy Spirit, much more to be. ſure, than the 
Works or Writings of any Mortal Man. 

| Therefore, the Uſe of the Scriptures bath been 
always N oy the arsch Thäreh,, among 
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136 This is a corrupt Practice 
the indiſpenſible Ordinances of Religion, and the 
| neceſſary Means of Salvation. For which we have 
ſufficient Authority in Scripture, where we are 
' faid to be regenerated by the Word of Gad, 1 Pet. 1. 
| 23. where we are taught, that it doth convert the 
Soul, that it giveth Wiſdom to the Simple, that it re- 
Joiceth the Heart, and giveth Light unto the Eyes, 
Pfal. 19. 7, 8. where it is declared to be the en- 
Srajted Word, which is able to ſave our Sauls, Jam. 
And for Confirmation of this, 1 may appeal to 
the Teſtimony of every good Chriſtian. As for 
ſuch as have not the Love and Fear of God in 
their Hearts, they have no Senſe, no Knowledge 
of ys _ ; for the u Man receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit, 1 Cor: 2. 14. But eyer 
ſincere Ghriſtian "can full well, that the Word 
af God is Quick and Powerful, and that it hath 
the greateſt Forte and Efficacy upon him in all 
the Caſes and Circumſtances of his Life, and that 
it worketh effect ually in them that believe, 1 Theſ. 2. 
Therefore, 38 We ought moſt thankfull to ac- 
knowledge the unſpeakable Happineſs x having 
the Scriptures in our own Language; ſo we ought 
not only to allow, but alſo to promote and en- 
courage the free uſe of it to all other Men, that 
ſo they may be ſaved thereby as well as we. 


3. This is a Practice, for which we juſtly con- 


r 


0 


ns es rss NY BOAT 


 demn the Church of Rome. i fries te 
It is the avowed Doctrine and Principle of all A 
the Reformed Churches, that all Men have a Right of 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and that in order there- 1 
unto, they ſnould be tranſlated into all Languages, w 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt w 
is Lord, to the Glory of God the Fat ber, Phil. 2. 5 75 
= a; 


for which we cundemm the Church of Rome. 137 
and that the everlaſting Goſpel might be preach'd 
unto them that dwell on the Earth, and to every Na- 
tion, and Kindred, and Tongue, and P cople, Rev. 14. 
6. And for denying the People this Liberty, the 
Church of Rome is charged by the Proteſtant Di- 
vines with being guilty of Sacrilege, and of great 
Cruelty to the Souls of Men. I might fill up a2 
great Volumn of Quotations to this purpoſe, but I 
Il trouble the Reader only with Arch-Biſhop 
Jullot ſon's judgment and Cenſure of this Practice, 
Vol. fol. p. 351, 352+ I obſerve the great and ine x- 
cuſable Fault of thoſe who keep Men in Ignorance of 
Religion, and take amay from them ſo. excellent and 
_ neceſſary. a Means of Divine Knowledge as the Holy 
Scriptures are. This our Sauiour calls, taking away 
the Key of Knowledge, and ſhutting the Kingdom 
of Heaven againſt Men. That is, doing what in 
them lies to render it impoſſible for Men to he ſaved. 
Far this he denoznceth à terrible Woe againſt the Teach - 
ers of the Jewiſh Church: Though they did not pro- 
ceed ſa far as to deprive Men of the Vſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, but only of the * Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding of them. This alone is a horrible Impiety, x 
to lead Men into a falſe Senſe and Interpretation of 
Scripture, but much greater, to forbid them the Read= 
ing of it. This is to ſtop Knowledge at the very 
Ai ig. 3 and not only to 975 Men into Error, 
but to take away from them all Poſſibility of rectifying 
their Miſtakes? "x can there be a DER —— 
lege, than to rob Men of the Word of God, the bes 
Means in the World of acquainting them with the Will 
of God, and their Duty, and the Way to Eternal 
| Happineſs ? To keep the People in Ignorance of that, 
which is neceſſary to ſave them, is to judge them un- 
worthy of eternal Life, and to declare it does not belong 
to them, and maliciouſly to contrive the Eternal Ruin 
and Deſtruction of their Souls. | 70 


18 © © his is a corrupt Practice 
7 lock up the Scriptures and the Service of GC 
from the People in an unknown Tongue, what is thit 
but in effeck to forbid Men to know God, and to ſerve: 
him; to render them incupable of knowing what is" 
the good and acceptable Will of God; of joining in 
lis Worſhip, or performing auy Part of it, or re- 
ctiving any Benefit or Edification from it? And what 
is, if this be not, to ſhut the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven againſt Men? This is ſo outragious 4 Cruelty to 
the Souls of Men, that it is not to be excuſed upon au 
Pretence whatſoever: This is to tuke' the ſureſt aud 
moſt" effettual way in the World to deſtroy thoſe for 
whom Chriſt died, and directly to thmart the great 
Deſign of God our Saviour, who wou'd have. all Men 
to be ſaved, and to come to the | Knowledge of the 
Truth. Men may mi ſcarry with their Knowledge; 
but they are ſure to periſh for want of it, p. 351. 
Mith great Reaſon then does our Saviour denounce 
fo heavy 'a Woe againſt ſurh* Teachers. Of Old, in 
the like Caſe, God by his Prophet ſeverely threatens 
the Prieſts of the Fewiſh Church, for not inſtructing 
the People in the Knowledge of God, Hoſ. 4. 6. My 
People are deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge: Be- 
cauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo re- 
ject thee; thou ſhalt be no more a Prieſt to me: 
Seeing thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy God, 1 
will alſo forget thy Children. God, yon ſee, lays 
the Ruin of ſo many Souls at their Doors, and will re- 
quire their Blood at their Hands. So many as pe- 
riſh for want of Knowledge, and eternally miſcarry 
yy being deprived of the neceſſary Means of Salva 
tion, their Deſtruction ſhall be charged upon thoſe who 
have taken away the Key. of Knowledge, and ſhut the 
Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men. __ 
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For which we'condes the Chinch Wing 1 


. And it is juſt with God to puniſh ſuch! Perſons, u 

only. as the Occaſion, but as the 3 of their Ruins. 
| judge len but that 22 who depri 

ſary Meins to am End, do Lee 
hem of attaining wr End?! A ä 
pretended in this Caſe}, to pram "Mes t 
of the Holy: Scriptures, and to keep. them ig n | 
the Service of "God, and. yet while they do 0, t 
a ſbew of an earneſt Def of their Saluation, is 751 Tick 
4 Mockery, as if ont of 'you that is' 4 Maſter „ ſhould. 
refitice, how's much yon deſire he fend 
ee 4 the World, and be 4 Rich Man, but all 
_ the while: _ him ignorant in bis Trade, in order 
to his being Rich and with the ſtrifteſt Care ima 
ginable, conttal. from bin the beſt Means of Learning. 
that, whereby alone be 1 likely to thrive and get an. 

2 are ſevere Truths, and they fall heavily 
upon the Church of Rome; but they come wit 
much greater Weight, upon ſuch Proteſtants as 
would deprive a Nation of the free Uſe of the 
Scriptures t Becauſe it is contrary to their owt 
Principles, and is a corrupt Practice, for which, 
among others, they have ſeparated from the Church - 
of Rome. And let not any one think to avoid the 
Force of this Argument, by ſaying; That ſuch of 
the Natives as can read, can read Enylzſh, and if 
they be ſo diſpoſed, t . y freely the Scri- 
ptures in the Engliſh becauſe there: gre 
ſome of the Kariver 2 — the Number be bur 
very ſtall) who can read Iriſu, and yer! do 6 wings 
and can read no other Language: Be 
Scriptures ſhould be publiſhed in Triſh, rs Uſe 
and Benefit of the great Multitude of them, Who 
do not underſtand Engliſh : For à Man is not ac- 
quitted from — the RY and conſult- 


ing 


140 "Without the Uſe of the Scripture, 
ing the Mind and Will of God therein, concerning 
his Duty and Happineſs, becauſe he cannot read; 
but he ought to get others to read the Word of 

Bod to him, and he ſhould frequent the publick 

| Worſhip where it is conſtantly read; and the Pa- 
ſtors of Chriſt's Church, to whoſe Care the Souls 

of the People are committed, are bound to read 

it to them. And how this can be done, without 
publiſhing the Scriptures in Iriſp, I cannot tell. 

It might be expected, that every one who has 
the Converſion of the Jriſh at Heart, ſnhould in- 
Cline to try this Method, from the Succeſs which 

It had e Times, whereof Sir James Ware 
gives an Inſtance in his Annals of Ireland, in the 
following Words, Anno Domini 1571. & Anno Re- 
gine (viz. Elizabethe) 13. „ This Year the Iriſh 

ec Characters for Printing, were firſt brought into 
% this Kingdom, by Nicholas Walſh, Chancellor of 
“ St. Patricks in Dublin, and John Kerne Treaſurer 
«© of the ſame: And it was ordered, that the 
c“ Prayers of the Church ſhould be printed in that 
% Character and Language, and a Church ſet a- 
ec part in the chief Town of every Dioceſe, where 
c they were to be read, and a Sermon preached 
cc to the Common People, which was inſtrumental 

4 to convert many of the ignorant Sort in thoſe 

_ » Laſtly, The Converſion of the Jriſh is not pra- 
cticable, if we will not allow them the free Uſe 
of the Scriptures in their own Language. 

If we would treat the Popiſh Natives, as Chri- 
ſtians ought to deal with one another: The fair 
and honeſt, the proper and effectual Way to con- 
vert them, is to convince them, that their corrupt. 
Principles and Practices are directly repugnant and 

_ contrary. to the Will of God revealed to us in ow 
821 1 


the Converſion of the Iriſh is not practicable. 141 
holy Word. But if we will not permit them to 
have the Uſe of this Book in their own Language, 
How can we in Reaſon and Modeſty appeal to it 
for the Determination of our Differences in Re- 
ligion ? May not an Jriſhman juſtly anſwer? This 
Book is prohibited to me, it is lock d up in an un- 
known Tongue, I muſt not judge for my ſelf; 

. wherefore, I hope you will — me, if I do not 
quit a Religion that 1 have been bred up in, for 
one that I muſt. take upon Truſt. Beſides, if the 

Scripture and Liturgy muſt not be publiſhd in 

Triſh, we cannot perform the Offices of Religion 

to them in their own Language. | 

Upon the whole; if we would bring the popiſh 
Natives, to a ſincere Profeſſion of the true Religi- 
on, the Goſpel Means muſt be uſed to that End. 

Other Methods have been tried in vain; ſometimes 
Severities have been inflited; but this way bath 

not ſucceeded with them, and hath never been 
. ſucceſsful in propagating the Truth. Other times, 
they have been negle&ed, and left to their own 
Deluſions, and our Nation hath often been pu- 
> niſhed in kind for theſe Things, by feeling the 
1 cruel and barbarous Effects of thoſe Tenets and 
1 
8 


Principles, from which they neglected to convert 
the Natives. One would think, that the -Remem- 
brance of thoſe horrid Tragedies, which the po- 
. Piſh Religion hath acted in that Kingdom, were 
enough to warn and excite us to prevent the like 
for the future, leaſt that an offended God ſhould 
once more uſe them as Rods to chaſtiſe us, for ne- 
glecting a Duty which the Goſpel of Chriſt, Cha- 
rity to the Souls of Men, and our own Intereſt, 

both Temporal and Eternal, do oblige us not to 
| neglect. Let the Wiſdom of this World therefore 
is be for once laid aſide, and let us try how the plain 

y | : > and 


14 Many Advantages on our Ji: 
and honeſt, the mild and * Methods of the 
Goſpel will ſueceed; which as they are moſt a- 8 
greeable to the Frame and Conſtitution of Hu- if 
man Nature, ſo they have the beſt Claim and Title 
to God's Bleſſing, without which, all Humane En- 
deavours will come to nothing. 
Tunis is a Work ſo pious and charitable in it ta 
ſelf, and tending ſo much to eee the publick Pl. 
Good, that it is worthy of the greateſt Care, Re 
and beſt Endeavour of every true Proteſtant. And . 
therefore, let us not defer it any longer, but ſet 2 
about it with that Zeal and Alacrity, which the vl 
Goodneſs and Importance of the Thing deſerves. 
If it were once heartily undertaken ; if all thoſe 
who are concerned to promote it, would put on 
a firm and vigorous Reſolution of proſecuting it, lan 
there is great Reaſon to hope, that it would be but 
Y ſoon accompliſhed : For although there may be WI 
N ſome Difficulties in the way, yet we have many . 
Advantages on our fide, to help us in going thro”  _- 
with it. Our Service, when performed in Jriſp, Th 
is very pleaſing to the Natives, and much more #2c 
acceptable than Prayers in an unknown Tongue; and 
for Men love to underſtand their Prayers, as well Ho 
as any thing elſe that they hear. Our Clergy far ture 
exceed the Popiſh Prieſts in Learning, Regylarity, Ple 
and a Capacity of doing good Offices to the Peo- Mie 
ple. We have the ſtrongeſt Arguments taken from ther 
the Word of God, from plain Reaſon; and their i men 
own Senſes, to convince them by. And we can 1 mor 
urge them with the Promiſe of the Life which lay 
is, and of that which is to come. So that, one | 27 
would think, it were not fo difficult a Matter to fata! 
Prevail with the Jriſb, and to bring them over to 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, as ſome do imagine. In- Wel 
decd, if due uſe were made of Aer many obvi 
85 Oppor- ll © 
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Other Nations have ſucceeded in this. 143 


Opportunities and Advantages. which we have; 
if the Benefits of their Converſton were ſet. 
in a, full Light before them; and withal, if 


they were invited and encouraged, by kind and ge- 


nerous Uſage, to unite with us, it is very probable, 
that they would ſoon be melted down into a Com- 
pliance, and that not only our Difference about 
Religion, but all our other unhappy Diviſions 


be —,]7²˙1ͥ1 owe Aut ame 
Other Nations have extended their Religion 


with their Conqueſts. In all other Countries, 


where the Reformed . Religion is eſtabliſhed, it. 
hath ſpread much. faſter and wider among the 
Inhabitants, than in Ireland. The Welſb and Highs 
Landers have embraced the Proteſtant Communion, 
but: the Iriſh Natives continue ſtill in Popery, 
When ſeveral Nations and Sorts of People happen 
to live together in one Kingdom or Common- 
wealth, they unite ſoon in one common. Intereſt. 
The Britiſh, Danes, Saxons, and Normans have long 
ſince become one People, with reſpect to Religion 
and Civil Intereſt. But it is not ſo in Ireland, 
How. comes this to paſs ? Is it owing to the Na- 


ture of the Climate, or the Conſtitution of the Peo- 


ple? Is it impoſſible to convert an 1riſbman, and 
to reconcile him to the Engliſh Intereſt ? Or ra- 


ther, Are there not ſome Defects and Miſmanage- 
ments of our own ſide, that have hindred this U- 


nion? I muſt neither wholly clear the Iriſh, nor 


lay the Blame altogether upon them. But, as for 
our part, the Cauſes of this great Misfortune, ſo 


fatal and pernicious both to the Britiſh and Iriſh, 


and ſo repugnant. to the general Happineſs. and 


Welfare of theſe Kingdoms, are very evident and 
pi. e 
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144 Due Care not taken to gain the Triſh 


They are not Proteſtants, becauſe proper Me- 


thods have not been uſed to make them ſuch. In 


all other Proteſtant Countries, the Popiſh Religion 
hath loſt Ground apace, by inſtructing the People, 
and performing the Offices of Religion to them 


in their own Language. And the Reaſon why 


the Retormed Religion hath not made the ſame 


Progreſs in /reland, is, becauſe the ſame Means 


have not been duly uſed there. 5 
As to Difference of Intereſt, which hath conti- 


nued too long in that Kingdom, one would think, 


that for ſeveral Centuries after the Engliſh went 
into Ireland, it was not intended, the Natives 


ſhould run into a Coalition, and become one Peo- 


ple with them. The Deſign of their firſt ſettling 
there, ſeems to have been the Acquiſition of lar- 
ger Territories of Land to live upon, and not 
the Addition of a greater Number of Subjects to 
the Crown of England; which was a great Error 
in Politicks; and however it might ſerve the In- 
tereſt of private Perſons, brought little -or no 
real Advantage to the Publick. And the fix'd 


and immoveable Reſolution for ſome Apes, of 


purſuing the ſame Deſign, was the chief Cauſe 
that rendred the Reduction of Ireland ſo long and 


ſo difficult a Work. For all People have a na- 


tural Right to maintain themſelves, and their Fa- 
milies, and to enjoy the Fruit of their own La- 
bours, that ſo they m: 
this World, as they can : And fince this muft be 
done ſome where or other, they ſeem to have an 
Hereditary Title and Privilege to de it in their 


Native Country; © which therefore they will not 


part with, without the greateſt Oppoſition, and 


moſt obſtinate Reſiſtance. Sir John Davis (a very 


judicious Gentleman, and one who knew the In- 


tereſft 
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We Engliſh Lans denied to the Triſh. 145 
tereſt of both the Kingdoms very well) aſſigns this, 7 
as one of the true Cauſes, which ſo long hindred the x 
lriſh from ſubmitting ; in his hiſtorical Relations 
publiſhed with Sir James Ware's Annals of Ireland. 
ce The Defects (faith he) which hindred the: 
ce perfection of the Conqueſt of Ireland, were, the 
cc faint Proſecution of the War, and the Looſe- 
ce neſs Lor Miſ management.] of the Civil Govern- 
ce ment. The Iriſh were generally reputed Aliens, 
< or rather Enemies to the Crown of England; 
cc inſomuch as they were not only diſabled to 
cc bring any Actions, but they were ſo far out” 
ce of the Protection of the Law, as it was often 
ce adjudged no Felony to kill a meer Vriſhman. 
« This appears by ſundry Records, wherein Judg-. 
« ment is demanded, if they ſhall be anſwered in 
ce Actions brought by them, p. 23, 24. And when 
ec they deſired to be admitted to the Benefit and 
& protection of the Engliſh Laws, they could not 
cc obtain it, 4 25. And (as he proceeds) great 
« Miſchiefs did graw from this: It excluded them 
« from being Subjects: And by being debarred 
« from Trade and Commerce with Civil Men, 
ce and ſhut out of Towns and Cities, they were, 
« driven to Woods and Mountains, there to live 
« in a yarbarons; Manner... ou 8 
This was not agreeable to the Practice of o- 
cher Kingdoms and Common-wealths; the Romans, 
not only allowed the Benefit of their Laws te the 
Nations whom they conquered, but alſo gave them; 
the Freedom of Rome. William the Conqueror go- 
yerned the Normans and Engliſh by the ſame Law. 
And Edward the Iſt did communicate the Engliſh. 
Laws. 66.106 Me... OY 
And when Sir John (who was ſent over to en. 
quire into the State of that Kingdom, and to re- 
| = 14 : - = = 
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146 Our Religion will make them better Subjefts, 
port his Opinion of the fitteſt Means to be uſed for 
preventing any more Diſturbances in it,) laid theſe 
Matters before King James the Iſt, the 1riſh were 
immediately received. into the Protection of the 
Engliſb Laws, and were allowed to have the Be- 
nell and Advantage of them as well as the En- 
12 And his Majeſty, with the Advice of the 
Prix 


| P 

in, and making them good Subjects; but there 
was one Thing ſtill wanting, and that was, their Con- \ 
verſion to the Proteſtant Religion, without which, Aa 
they can never be reckoned true Friends to the 1 
Engliſh Government and Conſtitution, as it is now { 
eſtabliſhed. For, whatever ſome may pretend, he W 
who believes the Pope's Supremacy, and that if b 
his own Sovereign Prince ſhould happen to be de- h 
clared an Heretick, or excommunicate by the (\ 
Pope, he not only may, but ought to do all that at 
in him lies to deprive him of his Kingdom; to - 
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diſobey his Laws; to oppoſe his Government; 
and to ſubvert all eſtabliſn'd Rule and Order 
both in Church and State, can never be eſteeme 
a good Subject. So that we cannot be ſecure of 
the Jriſh, until they become Proteſtants ; the want 
of which, .unayoidably widens other Differences: ſo 
For in order to preſerve our ſelves from the per- to 
nicions Principles and Practices of Papiſts, we find 7 
it neceſſary to diſcourage and weaken the Popiſh 5 
Intereſt in Ireland; which cannot be done with- Re 


out uſing ſome Severity: And it being natural to M. 
Mankind, to diſlike Severity, and to get rid of it as N. 
+ 16 SO | LEN ſoon - Ws 


ud take away Het Deas an Rwnige Powers. 
ge as they cau; the Effect of their bad Prin- 
ciples, and of the Treatmen 
with upon the Account of them, is, That they 
take Al C Opportunities of ſhaking off the 4 
Government. When any — Juncture 
pens, they break out into o . n War; to fas 
preſs which, (as in all Civil Wars and Rebellions) 
the Publick "ſuſtains double Loſs. They maintain 


a ſecret Correſpondence with Foreign Princes, 


and do what in them lies to promote their. In- 


ET hoping by their Aſſiſtance to recover their 
7 „and to have their Religion eſtabliſhed. 
Ad when they dare not venture to take up Arms 
in their own Country, they enliſt, in time of 


War, in the Fleets and Armies of our Enemies; 


and in time of Peace they help to People their 
Colonies abroad: Infomuch that Ireland is a: Nur- 
ſery to · ſupply ſome neighbouring Fopiſn Kingdoms 
with Men, When they have Occafion, for them 3 
by which Means the Crown of Great Britain: 
Ireland, loſes a greater Number of Native Subj 
(who might be very uſeful in War and Peace, 
at Home and Abroad) than have been gor by all 
the -Popiſh Perſecutions. So that in order to com- 
pleat and eſtabliſn the Reduction of Irelaud, and 
to render it a more uſeful Branch of ou Monarchy, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion be propagated among. the, Natives. And as 
the Expence of effecting this might be eaſily born,* 

ſo the Benefits and Advantages accruing: thereby 
to Her Majeſty, and to the whole en 

would be great and many) 


If the Iriſh were — to the: Proteſtant 


Religion eſtabliſh'd in Ireland, the Strength of Her 
Majeſty s Dominions - would be much increaſed. 


71 The 2 early Gharge ef four Regiments, or r the Expcuce of ewe one Year's 
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and Trade of England and Ireland. 149 
There are (as it is computed) at leaſt 1 200000 
Lriſb Papiſts in that Kingdom; they are of a healthy 

and vigorous Conſtitution, and multiply as faſt as. 
any People in the World. Such * of Per⸗ 
ſons brought over to our Religion and Intereſt, 
would be no ſmall Addition. Nay, as Matters 
ſtand between them and us, every Proſelyte would 
be in effect two Perſons gained to the Publickx; for 
inſtead of ſerving the Intereſt of Foreign Princes, 
and promoting the Deſigns of our Enemies; they 
would become uſeful and ſincere Members of the 
ſame Body Politick, and have the Common Wel- 
fare equally at Heart with our ſelves. 1 
This would alſo very much tend to render the 
publick Peace of theſe Kingdoms more ſecure and 
laſting. All Fears and Jealonfies would be re- 
moved from that Quarter, which is always gloomy 
and cloudy, and from whence Storms have often 
ariſen. We ſhonld have leſs ground to be appre- 
henſive of Popiſh Deſigns, if ſo many Inſtruments 
of executing them, were converted to a better 
| Religion. We would be ſafe and eaſie in the 
Neighbourhood of thoſe whoſe Principles are al- 
ways dangerous, and have been ſometimes per- 
nicions to theſe Kingdoms. And Foreign Princes 
would loſe that Intereſt in the Iriſh, whereby they _ 
have been capable, not only of embroiling us at 
Home, but alſo of attacking us with our own 
| People. Abroad. un. . 
By this Means alſo, Ireland would become more 
beneficial and advantageous to this Kingdom, than 
it is; even that great Profit which it brings to 
England, would be conſiderably augmented. The 
Iriſh Weſtern Winds blow a great deal of good 
Wealth and Riches to this Country. It cannot be 
leſs than a Million every Year. For there is _ 
: „ ".” 


4 e % 


1.48 Their Converſion would encreaſe the Strength 
half @ Million of the Annual Rent of Ireland - ſpent. 
here. The Jrifb Wool is another Article of great 
Advantage, every Shilling expended-for it bring- 
ing at leaſt Five Shillings of Gain. The Prody&.. 
and Manufactures of England, and Foreign Goods 
imported hither, have great Vent in Ireland + 
_ Engliſh Cloth, Hops, Salt, Cyder, Iron-Ware, 
Groceries, and Eaſt-India Goods, are ſold in conſi- 
derable Quantities there. The Inhabitants of that 
Kingdom conſume every Year more than 100000 I. 
worth of Coals and Lead dug out of the Bowels of 
the Earth here. But if the Popiſh Natives of Ireland 
were made Proteſtants, moſt or all of theſe 
Branches of Profit, would be much improved and 
advanced: Barbarity and Popery would fall toge- 
ther, they would become a more polite, as well as 
more orthodox People; and would make much 
greater Uſe of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
of Life ſent thither. from England, than at pre- 
| fent they do. Whereas the frequent Rebellions 
- and Inſurrections, which the Popiſh Religion and 
their Dependance upon Foreign Princes have rais'd 
in that Iſland, do not only deprive this Kingdom of 
theſe Benefits, but alſo put it to a vaſt Expence 
of Blood and Treaſure, in reducing them to for- 
mer Obedience; ſo that what is gained in Time 
of Peace, is loſt by the frequent Returns of War 
And Trelarnd it ſelf would be much improved, 
and receive great Benefit hereby. If the Natives 
were once brought to quit their Dependance upon 
Foreign Princes, and the Expectations founded 
thereupon, there is no doubt, but they would ap- | 
ply themſelves more heartily to Labour and In- 
duſtry, than generally they do at preſent ; by 
Which means the Land would be NG AY 
T_ 5 5 wou 
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ould encreaſe, Rents, would riſe, and the Reye - 
e the cet de n i 
And to mention no more, by the Converſion, ff 
he Filhethers wopla be added. to the Church a great 
Number of Perſqns, who otherwiſe will not only. 


be bred up in grols Ignorance and Superſtition, but 


alſo have ſuch, Prigciples. inſtilled into them, as 


will influence. them to. uſe all their Endeavours,. 


to overturn our Conſtitution. both in Church and 


As theſe Conſiderations do much affect the Pub- 
lick Intereſt of England and Ireland, ſo I make 


* 


no doubt, but they will have their due Weight 


with all ſuch as have the Welfare and Proſpe- 
_ rity of the two Kingdoms, at. Heart. 


But there are other Inducemepts to. promote the 
Converſion of the Jriſb, which all pious and cha- 
ritable Perſons will eſpecially. lay to Heart. Eve- 
ry faithful Servant of Chriſt. will conſider, ; that 
there is nothing more becoming; a Chriſtian, no- 
thing that can be leſs diſpenſed with, in one who 
believes a future State, than a zcalous Endeavour 
to ſet forward the Salvation of Mankind, by bring- 
ing them to the Acknowledgment, of the Trut 


I might, if it were needful, give a Detail here 


of the any eorrupt Doarines, which the Iriſh 
Papiſts profeſ: 1 

uſe, to the great Hazard of their immortal Souls: 
But they are well enough known. That which 1 


would urge from thence is, that by converting 
them from their Superſtition and Idolatry, we 


ſhall be the bleſſed Inſtruments of delivering their 
Souls, from Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death, 
and of bringing them to God; we ſhall recover 
them from the dangerous and miſerable Condition 


wherein they are, into a ſafe and ſure way: to 


Salvation. 


; 105 . ** a Fs ” 
150, Numbers would be added to the Church, 
9 


8, and ſinful Practices which they 


151 


vous and chaticable an Under- 


| 4 Fry 2 7 2 hp F r 5 
bur racious God Rach) ale N r we k 
induftrions and füccefsful in this Duty, he will deal 

more favourably with our ſelves; Jam. 5. 19, 20. 
; Bret hren, if atty of yo 

convert him; let — N 1 — — — 

the Sinner from the Error o ay, [hall ſave a 

Foul from Death, and ſball' pide 4 Maltitude f Sint. 

The great Love ata Affeckion, that he ſhews for 

the Soul of his Brother, will move 'God, the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and jeſus Chriſt, the great Lover 


and only PRedeemer of Souls, t6, deal mercifully = 


with his own Söul. 
We have much Reafon to de chankful to A 


mighey God, for the great Zeal and Piety — our 


Forefathers, in bringi ing about the happy 4 7 
mation in Religion : If it had not dee 


their Diligence and AAtivity" in aſſerting and 4-4 


pagating the Truth, it is very probable, that we had 
continued in the fame deplorable'State of ſpirit 
al Blindneſs and Ignorance in which the p 
are now involved ; a juſt Senſe of our Deliverar 
from Popiſh Darkneſs and Superſtition, and of the 
many Benefits which we receive thereby, will in- 
fluence us to imitate the laudable Piety of our 
Anceſtors, and to perform the ſame good Offices 
to others, that we have received our ſelves. 
But why ſhould I uſe many Arguments to Per- 
ſwade any to fer about this Work, when, as it 
may be hoped, the great Example and 'Succtſs 
of this Duty ir other Parts of the World, will 


animate and encourage us to undertake A "Phe -. 
Primitive 


it all Men to be vealous | 


'do err ein the” Faith, And one 


8 152 Neglect of the Triſh « Reproach; 5 
Primitive Charity for the Souls of Men, ſeems to 
revive in ſome Perſons; the zealous Diſpoſition 


of the firſt Chriſtians appears in many now a-days, 
who uſe their conſtant. and diligent Endeayours 


_ to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge, and to enlighten 
the moſt diſtant Corners of the Earth. While they 
promote the Salvation of the moſt remote Nations, 
the Converſion of our Neighbours cannot with De- 


. cency be overlook'd any longer by us. Shall ſome 


Men ſpread the Truth with great Succeſs abroad, 


. and" ſhall we negle& to do it at home, where we 
may not only behold with Pleaſure the Fruit. of 


our Labours, but alſo promote. our own Intereſt 


and Security? What Paul and Barnabas ſaid to the 
unbelieving Fews, Acts 13. 46. may be applied to 


the Iriſh; it was neceſſary that the Word of Gol 
ſhould have been po unto you. And indeed, 
a 


it is extreamly neceſſary in this juncture; as Af- 
fairs ſtand between them and us, it cannot, with- 
out the greateſt Reproach, be put off any longer. 
The Succeſſion of Popiſh Clergy. is prevented by 
the Laws of Ireland. In ſome Places they are 


* 


ſenſibly decreaſing; and if the Laws be put into 


Execution, the whole Order muſt be extin& within 


the Compaſs of a few Years. And Papiſts are 


excluded from any Office of Truſt or Profit. Shall 
we then take their own Religion from them, and 
give them no other in its ſtead ? Shall we de- 
prive them of their own Teachers, and not ſup- 


ply them with Paſtors, at whoſe Mouths they 


may learn the Law ? Shall we depreſs. them for 

not being Proteſtants, and at the ſame time, not 

endeavour to make them ſuch ? The Concern which 

we have for. the Temporal and Eternal Happineſs 

of our Fellow-Creatures ; nay, the Regard which 

we bear to the Honour and Glory of our 3 
| 1 5 | an 
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ps Iriſn a People worthy of our Care. 153 
and Nation; will not permit to do that which fa- 
vours ſo much E Self- 
Preſervation, indeed, not only allows, but obliges 
us to weaken and diſcourage the Popiſh Intereſt 8 
in freland; but this would be done with a much = 
better Grace, if thereunto we added our Endeavours: 
to convert them. g 
And it is not unworthy of our Conſideration, 
that the Jriſh are a Nation, who have many valu- 
able Qualities which recommend them to us, and i" 
render it very well worth our while, to endea- |} 
your to get them more firmly joined and united 4 
to us in the ſame Body Politick, that ſo all the . 
Parts may have the ſame Care one of another: They 
are generally of a ſtrong and vigorous Conſtitu- 
| tion of Body, which helps very much to fit them 
Z for any ſort: of Labour and Buſineſs: And by 
means thereof, they become excellent Soldiers, 
after a little Uſe and Practice; our Enemies can 
ive the beſt· Account of this, in whoſe Service, 
and particularly at Cremona, they have ſo far di- 
ſtinguiſh'd themſelves, that they are reckoned the 
beſt Men in the French Army; and therefore there 
is ſingular Care, taken to keep up and recruit 
the Jriſh Regiments, that are now in France. They 
are remarkable for natural Affection, Hoſpitali- 
ty, and Charity, which argues great Generoſity 
of Mind. They are very teachable and tractable, 
and have Genius's capable of the beſt Improvement, 
if they had Opportunity for it. They have a 
great Inclination to Devotion and Piety, and are 
very ſuſceptible of Religious Impreſſions. And 9 
when any of them are ſo happy, as to be made 0 
ſenſible of the Errors and Corruptions of the 1 
Church of Rome, and to have found Principles 1 
* nn . inſtilled 
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nal, which would thereby accrue horh to them and 


inſtined into them, they d good 
Chriſtians, very loyal Sodpects, 'arid 3 : 
to our excellent Conſtitution in Church and | 
WE: 2; ©. 
2 Unt, if we wokld confer how much dizh! | 1 
Enemies ſhould loſe, and we ſhould gain by che 2 
Converſion. of the Iriſh: ; if we mou” impartially. 7 
ponder, how much it would help td ſecure he En- 1 
90. Intereſt, to promote the Trade and Commerce, 
0 preſerve the Peace and Quiet, and to augment 
the © Power and Strength of Her” Majeſty's Domi- i 
In a Word, if we would Kerionlly lay to * 
Hear the many — both Temporal and = Av - 7 


to us we ſhould be perſwaded, without a further 
Delay, to fall heartily abot it. A 
There is no doubt; but every 200d Chriltiau 
will be of this Mind, and will not onty put his 
own Hand to ſo uſeful and neceſſary. a Work; but 
will alſo heartily wiſh, that the lame God ho 
commanded that the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould at firſt 
be preached to the Nations in their own Language, 
may edles and proſper the Labours of all thoſe, 
who endeavour to N the Truth * the 
lame Means. | 
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ng 55 mae the Legere of 


- Language... 


_H E gra Saen that Jian edel 
* in converting many of The triſh 
er his Care te the Proreſtant Re- 


eee performing divine Offices to 


Mg in their own Language, is urged (and that 


very juſtly) as an. Argument for uſing the ſame 
eans: in, carrying on that good Work; for, if 
any, one 4 considering that the Command of 
God, and the 9955 of the thing; have rendred 
theſe Means abſolutely neceſſary and indiſpenſi- 
be) ſhould alledge, that they 4 impracticable, 
not like to. be attende with Succeſs, the 
good Effects of this pious Prelate's Labours may 


induce. him: to. be of another Mind. And when 


he underſtands from the Hiſtory of the Times, 
ox” ſome, who are ſtill living in the Dioceſe of 
Killmore, that he brought a conſiderable Number 
of Iriſh Papiſts into the Communion of our 
Church, my applying to them in their own 
Tongue, he may be ſatisfied from matter of Fact, 


that this is not ſo unlikely a NO of gaining 


then, as he Wight i imagine. wah) 
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Divine fas to the kiſh in their on 


1 alledged that he fi 


on) wy 1 
But to this it is objected, That Arch-Biſhop Uſher 


diſapproved of adminiſtring the Ordinances of 


Religion to the Jriſh.in their own. Language, and 
that he blamed Biſhop Bedell, for taking that 
Courſe with them; and for, Proof of this it js 


gnified ſo much to him by a 


| Letter, dated 23. 162 which ma be Teen 
in Arch-Biſh ſhop 22 — N 4 
£4 a 


Pr 
If that Sour: 1 had been 1 cally « of this Opi- | 
nion, (which there is no Reaſon, to believe, if 
we may judge of his Opinion from his known 


Frinciples and Practice in this matter) it may be 
ſaid on the other Side, that che Sentiments, or 


Example of any Man, however Pious or _ n- 


ed, ſnould not be 6p 5oſed to, or put in Compe 


tition with an ex {5 Preceptc'of. the | Goel 
And therefore ſince our bleſſed Sivioir'h 


manded us to teach all tion that 55 to in. 


ſtruct them, ando to perform: divine Offices” to 


them in a known 4 ue; this not Gee juſtified 


Biſhop Bedells Practice, but alſo g 


gelb al the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to do 0 


ever, to do Re the Nemo u öf- Rec 
Biſhop -Uſber, and to preveit ef Prejudice 


that the Miſrepr eſentatio * his Ind gment 
concerning the Method of applying 5 the 
Triſh may do, to che Fromotißg o dein 0 nverſi- 
on ʒ ſhall endeavour to ſet this matter ine a true 
Light z and in order thereunto, 1 ffall firſt" give 
ſore Account of that Part of Avch-B; 2 > 
Letter, from which Occaſion Hath heeft 
to impute this Opinion to him; and den ak 
it appear, that there is no Ground for To doing. 
Theſe two eminent Prelates being at ſome'Dif- 
ference about the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 


riſdiction, ſome Perſons, who were for * 
| e 


wit [Qu > WOE gre *® 


| 3 4ꝗ57)) 
the Coals, took that Opportunity (as appears from 

their Letters, and as it often happens on ſuch 
Occaſions) of miſrepreſenting .Ziſbop: Bedel, and 
the Courſe which he took with the - Papiſts, to 


thus. The Courſe, w 
& Papiſts, Was gene 1 
« *ther do I remember, in all my Life, that any 
„ thing was done here by ours, at. which the 


& or by v 
e firmed in thei 
„ Whereas I coul 
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the Profeſſors of the' Goſpel, that: is, Proteſtarits, 
who condemn ' the Church of Rome for locking 
up the. Scriptures, and celebrating the publick 
Workhip of God in an unknown Tongue, Could 
not take Offence at Biſhop Bedel for the contra- 
| ry Practice. And this could not be the only 
hing done by any Proteſtant in that | Primate's 
Life-time, at which they had taken moſt Of. 
fence. Any one who conſiders that Queen Elizas 
beth had ordered the: New Teſtament, and Book 
of Common-Prayer, to be tranſtated into Jriſh.z 
and King James I. that the Service ſhould be 
conſtantly read to the Natives in that Language, 
will not be apt to think, that the Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel ſhould take ſych.Offence at it.” Beſides, it 
cannot be imagin'd, that Arch- Biſhop Uſher ſhould 
be of the Opinion, that nothing did more con- 
firm the Popiſh Natives in bs. ee and 
Idolatry, than the ſacred Offices of our Church 
in the Iriſb Tongue ; which are ſo far from having 
any ſuch Tendency, that they are admirably 
fitted to Ends and Purpoſes quite contrary: 
unleſs it be ſuppoſed, that the Iriſh Language bath 
a ſecret Faculty of changing the Nature of things, 
ſo that Prayers and Sup lications to God alone, 
through the Merits of Feſus 5 OED. pro- 
nounced in Triſh, are immediately turned into 
Petitions and Addreſſes to Saints and Angels. 
And therefore, it is not to be doubted, but theſe 
| Expreſſions, which dropt from the Arch- Biſhop's 
Pen, were owing to ſome Miſrepreſentations 
that had been made of Bifbop Bedell, as will 
further appear from the following Anſwer 
which he ſent to that Letter. © My Lord, All this 
„ is a Riddle to me. What Courſe I have ta- 
ken with the Papiſts; what I have done, at 
N 1 1 „ which 


ES MC, N 
* which the Profeſſors of be Goſpel did take fuch 

te Offence, or the Adverſaries were ſo confirmed 

re What it is that 1 have adventured to do, or 
« what Piece ſo long a building, I have pulled 
« down; what thoſe Projects were, and thoſe 
te Caſtles in the Air ſo quickly refuted with pre- 
& ſent Succeſs, as the Lord knows I know not. 
te For truly, ſince I came to this Place, I have 
te not changed one jot of my Fur poſe, or Pra- 
ec &ice, of Courſe with Papiſts, from that which 
« J held in England, or in Trinity Collage, or 


| E or 7 
„found (1 chan God) any ill Succeſs, but the | 
|: ic Slanders only of. ſome Perſons diſconten # 
l te againſt me for other Occaſions 1 
g And we ſhall be further confirmed, that this | 
d was not the Arch- Biſbop's Intention in this Para- i 
. graph, if we take but a ſhort View of his Princi- 3 
4 ples and Practice with reſpect to this ſame Point 'j 
y on other Occaſions; from which we ſhall be = 

fully convinced, that he could not diſapprove of 1 

Biſhop Bedels Application to the Iriſh in their * 


own Language without manifeſt Inconſiſtency. 

In the Articles of the Church of Ireland, agreed 
upon by the Convocation, Anno Domini 1615. 
(which he was appointed to draw up, being then 
a Member of the lower Houſe) it is aſſerted, 
« That the Scriptures ought to be tranſlated out 
« of the Original Tongues into all Languages; 
« for the common Uſe of all Men. Since there- 
fore Biſhop-. Bedells Practice was agreeable to 
this Doctrine, it is not probable that Arch-Bi- 


+ 


ſhop Uſber ſhould diſapprove of it 
In the Anſwer that he wrote to Malone's Chal- 
lenge, in the Year of our Lord 1624, he expoſtu- 
lates thus with that Feſuir concerning Praying 
in an unknown Tongue, p. 8.“ By Sr. Pauls 
| EO ” >, © nn 
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* Order ; who would have all things done to 
. .Bdification, Chriſtiaus ſhould pray with Un- 


& derſtanding, and not in an unknown Lan- 
ee guage: as may be ſeen in the 14h Chapten of 


the iſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. The Caſe is 
„ now fo altered, that the bringing in of a 


Tongue not underſtood, (which hindred the 


* edikying of Babel it ſelf, and ſcattered the 


<. Builders cherereof). is accounted a good Means 


«to further the edifying of your Babel, and to 


hold hers Followers together. Now Engliſh 
Prayers being as little underſtood by many of 


** 


the Fiſh; as Latin, this Argument holds 28 


ſtrongly againſt the one as the other; and there- 


fore it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that ſo learned 


and ſo good a Man would blame Biſhop Bedell 
for giving them an Opportunity of underſtanding 
their Prayers, and thereby redreſſing a Grievance, 


for which he juſtly found ſo great Fault with 


the Church of Rome. a 
In another Book, called The Religion of the anci- 


ent Iriſp, which he wrote in the Year of our 


Lord 1631, and two Years after this Letter (“In 
« hope, to uſe his own Words, That if, unto 
c the Authorities drawn out of Scriptures and 


ct Fatheys, a true Diſcovery were added of that 


« Religion Which anciently was profeſſed in that 


Ling dom, it might prove a ſpecial Motive to 
e induce his poor Country-Men to conſider a little 


ce better of the old and true way. from whence 
« they had been miſled) he proves from Sedulius, 
Claudius, Columbanus, all Natives of Ireland ; from 


a Book attributed to St. Patrick; and from Bede, 


St. Chryſoſtom, and Bone face Arch- Biſhop of Mentz, 
that of old the ſriſh Laity as well as Clergy, ex- 


erciſed themſelves in Reading of the Scriptures, 


and 
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and were ſatisfied that they had. a Right ſo to 
do. But what Force this Argument could have 
to perſuade the Ixiſh of his own Time to return 
to the old and true way from Which they Rag 
ſtrayed, if he was for depriving them of the Uſe 
of the Scriptures in their own Language, I do 

% 
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Thus from the Contents, of the Letter it. ſelf, 
and from the Scope and Tendency of the; Argu- 
ments that . Arch4Biſhop Uſher uſed to convince 
the Iriſh Papiſts of their Errors, it is evident, 
that he cold not ſhew any Diſlike of Biſnop Be- 


deff's Application to them in their own Lan- 
uage, without involving himſelf in a Contra- 
diction. But to put this matter beyond all 
doubt and Controverſie; from the following In- 
ſtance it will manifeſtly appear, that he was, © 

far from being againſt the Performing of diuine 
_ Offices to the Natives in their own Tongue, that he 

took ſpecial. Care to have it done in his. own 
Dioceſe ; of which I ſhall give an Account here 
in the Words of Dr. Parr, his own Chaplain, as 
it is related by him in the Life of Arch-Bifbop - 
„ I never heard he ordained more than one 
ec Perſon, who was not ſufficiently qualified in 
cc reſpect of Learning, and that was in ſo extra- 
.« ordinary a Caſe, that I think it will not be a- 
< miſs to give you a ſhort Account of it: There 
« was a certain Engliſh Mechanick, living in the 
« Lord Primate's Dioceſe, who conſtantly fre- 
* quented the publick Service of the Church, and 
< attained to a competent. Knowledge in the 
cc Scriptures, and gave himſelf to read what Books 
 & of practical Divinity he could get, and was re- 
 <« puted among his Neighbours and Proteſtants 

91 od | 8 S TY yy there- 


SL. 3 
ie thereabouts, 1 zoneſt and pious Man 4 
& *this Perſon applied himſelf co the Lord Primare, 
& And told him, that he had an earneſt Deſire 
do be admitted to the Miniſtry; but the Biſhop 
ce follow his Calling, and pray to G to remove 
< .this Temptation; yet after ſome kime, he re- 
« turns again, renewing his Requeſt, Taying, he 
& could not be at reſt in his Mind, but that his 
© Deſires towards it encteaſed more and more; 
& whereupon the Lord Primate diſcourſed him, 
cc and found, upon Examination, that he gave 4 
er very good Account of his Faith and Knowledge 
© in all the main Points of Religion. Then the 
«- Biſhop queſtioned him further, if he could ſpeak 
cc Jriſh, for if not, his Preaching would be of little 
e uff in a Country where the greateſt Part of the 
People were Triſh, that underſtood no Engliſh. 
e The Man replied, that indeed he could not 
« ſpeak Iriſh, but if his Lordſpip thought fit, he 
« would endeavour to learn it, which he bid 
&« him do, and as ſoon as he had attained the 
* Language, to come again, which he did about a 
« Twelvemonth after, telling my Lord, that he 
ce could now expreſs himſelf rolerably well in 
« Triſh, and therefore deſired Ordination: where- 
ce upon the Lord Primate finding, upon Exami- 


ic nation, that he ſpake Truth, ordained him ac> 
“ cordingly, being ſatisfied that ſuch an ordina- 


& ry Man was able to do more good than if he 
c had Latin without any Hriſh at all; nor was the 
« Biſhop deceived in his Expectation, for this 
dee Man, as ſoon as he had a Cure, employed his 
« Talent diligently and faithfully, and proved 
« very ſucceſsful in converting many of the 
« Jriſh Papiſts to our Church, and continued la- 
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true Proteſtant ; it was reſolved to publiſh a hn 


Tranſlation of our Liturgy in Iriſh: And ſeveral 
Perſons of great Wo and: Eminence in that 


Kingdom being acquainted with the Deſign, ap- : 
proved of it; for Arch-Biſhop Daniel's Fer ion, 


out of Print, and ſome Addition, made to the 
Liturgy, and ſeveral Matters altered in it ſince 
that I ime, It was thought fit that a new Tran- 
ſlat ion, adapted as much as might be to the Ca- 
pacities of che comman People, ſhould be pub- 
liſhed with all convenient Speed. In order to 


that, this Work was begun immediately, and, in 


a ſhort time, finiſhd, with the Aſſiſtance: of ſe- 


veral Natives skilful in that Language. Then it. 


was ſubmitted to the Cenſure of ſome of the 
Biſhops of Ireland, and was alſo reviſed by ſeveral 
in that Kingdom, who underſtoad. Jriſb, and were 


fit to be conſulted with on that Occaſion. The 


Book 


? 


Book being thus prepared for the Preſs, and ap- 
| proved it 18 now printed, às alſb ehe Wert x} 


Catet hi ſm diſtin, and an uſeful Expo there- 


tiſß might partake of the Benefit of theſe Books 


might be accommodated with fome Means 
learning the Language of the other, it wa 


a3 gelte en er eier of them. 
0 


thought fit to print them in borh Languages, 


having one Column in Exgliſp, and the'other in 
Iriſh; and to add the Elements of the Iriſh au- 
gusge in Engliſn only, by which Means effectual 


among the Natives ; ſince in order to read Iriſh, 
by the Help of theſe Books, it will be firſt ne- 
ceſſary to: underſtand” Engliſ. 
Nhe Expence of the whole Work (including 
the. ſnort; Hiſtory of the Attempts to Convert the 
Popiſi Natives of Ireland) amounts to more than 
8001. whereof little more than the Half hath 
been received, as appears by a ſtated Account 
of the Charge and Subſcriptibns laid before and 
approved of by ſeveral Gentlemen, nominated to 
be Receivers of Benefactions to this Deſign. And 
of this I thought it requiſite to make mention 


here, not only to prevent any Miſrepreſentations 


that may be made of this Affair, as often hap- 
pens in caſes of this Nature; but alſo to ſatisfie 
the worthy Perſons who have contributed to it: 
whoſe Expectations, as I have endeavoured to an- 
ſwer in this Service, ſo I reckon my ſelf obli- 
ged to take this and all other Opportunities of 
making moſt thankful - Acknowledgments to 
them for contributing bountifully to a Deſign 
tending ſo much to the Glory of God, the Pro- 

ſperity of theſe Kingdoms, and the Security 4 


Care is taken to propagate the Engliſ Tongue 
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onr Re ian, we mig hope, that. they u 
7200 7 ly give « nigh Children to be lan uc 
by us. ereas, if we wholly neglect the Old, 


and inſtead of gaining. their Affeckionz, irritate. 


and. exaſperate them, (Which an open d 
to aboliſh their Language would certain nly d 155 
we ſhall find it very difficult to prevail wit 


them to ſend their Children,” to, ſuch Schools. 


" If it ſhould be laid, That this Work may b eds 
ed to à more convenient Seaſon, at. leaf 


who are for putting off neceſſary. Duties to 4 
more convenient . Seaſon, are like Felix, ſeldom 
heard, ever to diſcharge them, But why. ſhould 


it ever be unfit or unſcaſonable in 4 Kingdom, 


55 where the Pr oteſtant Relig ion 18 eſtabli 


preach the Goſpel, and to perform. ivide fers 


to 2 People in a known Ton It cannot 


be ſaid, that we want the Aut ority of Par- 


liament or Convocation.to warrant us for ta- 


king this. Courſe with the Jr:ſh.; for our Laws 
and Canons require that it 
may be ſeen: i in our Articles, (* hich are 1 1 met 
ed by Ac of Parliament, and nd are conſequently 
Part of the Laws of Ireland) and in the 155 and 
94th Canons; and in an Act paſſed the 8% N 1 1 
Her Majeſty's Reiz zn, intituled, As AF for 
plaining and amen ing an mf Prong An... 
revent. the further G els BR 4 ery« "And it 1 
— a d, that we hatl Fouts ſo unhappy..as to 
| 2 a Convocation or Parliament in that King 
dom, which, with the Council of Trent, will 955 
bar the People of the free Uſe. of tha Scriptures 
or Qffices of Religion in the f Tongue, 
whatever ſome may: expect. Beſides, who 


© knows 
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t ſhould be done, as 
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C 
knows when theſe Bodies may meet, at 
what Time Her Majeſty may think fit to 
bring them together, or whether there may be 
any need of their aſſembling for ſome Time? 
Shall we then put off a Duty of ſo much Impor- 
tance to the Souls of Men to a future Contin- 
gence, to a Time we know not when ? It were 
even as juſtifiable to lay aſide Ergliſh Prayers 
and Sermons for a while; for the Iriſh have a 
Right to the Ordinances of Religion as well as 
the Engliſb, and they have much greater need 
of them. If the Church of Rome be ſo corrupt 
and degenerate as our Homilies and Articles, 
nay, as the Scriptures repreſent it, no Time 
fhonld be loſt in converting Papiſts from it. 
Either the Proteſtant Religion, in its greateſt 
Purity, is not fo ſure and ſafe a way to Salva- 
tion as we pretend, or we are not good Pro- 
teſtants, if we negle& any Opportunity of bring- 
ing as many as we can to the Knowledge and 
Profeſſion of it. . N 
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Tranſlation of the Engliſh Liturgy: into 1 

+ Triſh being now in Preſs, and Si Thou- 1 

ſand Copies of it Printed in the 1riſh- 
2 cCharacter, as far as the office of Baptiſm; 

I find it neceſſary (for the ſatisfaction of ſuch, as. 
are of Opinion, that it had been more expedient, 
to have Printed it in the Engliſh, or Roman Cha- 
racer) to aſlign the Reaſons, which induced me 


to make uſe of the Iriſh Character. 


The I RIS H Alphabet Conſiſts of 
35 o M Ladders nn on 

6 b. £.5.6 F. 5 h. 1 L v. 1 0. P. Hr F. ef d 

a. b. c. d. e. f. 8+ h. 1. I. m. n. O. p. r. ſ. t. ui 
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Heſe Letters are the ſame with the Engliſh, | 
except ©, p, B, fy 7, &; which alſo bear no 
ſmall reſemblance to _ ame Letters in Engliſt : | 
| - Ant 
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C2) 
And therefore when they are uſed in a Language 
which one underſtands, and is well acquainted 

with, they are known at the firſt view; as will 
appear by the following Example. 


Fon chough 1 be pre from all men, yer have 1 


| G | 9; 9 98 0 | 4 2 | 2 4 W a 
er eeneee 


e 1 


Ayd undo The Jewy, 1 became df « Jew, chat 1 
mghT gam The Jewy,; To. Them chat ane unden The 
law, ar unden The law, that 1 mzhe gam chem 
That ane unden the law; 1 Can. 9. 19.20, 
In the Iriſþ Längbage knere is much bſt made of 
Vowels, and far leſs of Conſonants than in the Eng- 
liſb: And frequently where Conſonants are yſed, 
h is added ſometimes to mollify their sound, me- 
times to turn them into an Aſpiration, and ſome- 
times to extinguiſn altogether the Pronunciation 
of a Conſonant- By which means it makes a 
Ninth part of the Language, and would take 
up a great deal of room in very many Words, if 
it were ſet down at large. . g. 
1 bhi do bhrachan 0 dhionehabhapthaeh 
„ $21 <7 


AA i $5.2 10 Ja. 
d de bi do bjadTap 0 gloneabapeat oem: 


For this Reaſon, it is neither Printed nor Writ- 
ten immediately before or after a Confotiant, but 
noted by a Point over the Conſonant, #to which it 
is added; as b, with a Point thus over it, ſtands 
for bb. And by this expedient, as the ninth 
part of the charge of Printing is ſaved; ſo the 
Whole Word is repreſented in leſs bulk to = 

| | i 7 


Eye, whereby the Language is rendered much 
more eaſy to be Read, than when the h's are ſet 


-down at large; this is confirmed by the Experi- 
ence of ſuch, as have skill in the Language, and 
will evidently appear by comparing the Words a- 


bove written with one another. oo 
In the next —— there are many compoſitions 
of Letters in ſriſh, which have not the ſame force in 


Engliſb. bh and mh, are pronounced ſometimes as v 


Conſonant. dh and Zh, have ſometimes the pro- 


nunciation of y, and ſometimes a pecular pro- 


nunciation, not uſed in other Languages. 7h 


and ch have only the force of an Aſpiration. 


And when f and h are joined, they both loſe their 
Sound. Upon theſe accounts it is expedient to 


_ uſe a Character at leaſt ſomewhat different; be-: 


cauſe one who is Learning to Read the Iriſh in 
the Engliſb Character, is very much perplexed, 


when, almoſt in every Word, he muſt be obliged 


to take notice, that they have a different force in 
e % öͤ«́—qñ x 
This bein, | premiſed, it will be manifeſt, that 


there is no Font of Letters now extant in Eng- 


land or Ireland, in which it would be ſo fit to Print 
the Vriſ COMMON PRAYER BOOK, in order 


to anſwer the End for which it is deſigned, as 
that provided by Mr. Boyle, in which it is now a 
Printing. e e eee, 317 x0 HR 
For in the ſirſt place, as I have already obſerv- 
ed, his always noted by a Point over the Conſo- 


nant to which it belongs; and this prevents the 
great length of Words, which would otherwiſe 
very much clog and encumber the 1r:( Language, 


and render it very difficult to be Read by Lear- 


ners, and eſpecially by ſuch as cannot Speak it 
ene e I DE (of 
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Language, which they have in the Engliſh, | 


And then the difference of the Characters, al- 
though it be but ſmall, will prevent the Readers 
Haviog the ſame Idea of their Force in the Iriſh 


” * i 


— 


It is objected, 1 know, that every one will not 


be ready to learn an Alphabet; and that ſuch as 


know the Exgliſb Alphabet, have no more ito do, 


but immediately to enter upon Reading of Iriſh 

in the Exgliſh Character. But theſe objections are 
made by ſuch as are not well enough acquainted 
with the Jriſh Character and Language, and they 

proceed wholly from want of Skill and Knqwledge 


in them both. For although the Figure of Six 


Jriſh Letters may differ from the Engliſh, yet 
their Diſſimil itude is ſo. very ſmall, that who- 
ever knows. the Evgliſh Alphabet, may be 
alſo Maſter of the 1riſh in leſs than an Hour. 
And as to the other part of the Objection; any 
one., who. will be pleaſed to make the trial, 


Will figd, that alchough he can Read Eng- 


lin in the greateſt perfection, yet he ſhall not be 
able ro Read 1r/ſh in the Engliſh Character, with- 


out firſt learning the Elements of the 1riſh Tongue, 


and vaderſtanding the: Power of their Letters, 
and of the ſeveral compoſitions of them; to 
which purpoſe, he will find the i Character 


much more uſeful and ſubſervient, than any other. 

For theſe Reaſons, no doubt, the Vriſh Cha- 
racter hath been uſed by the beſt judges in this 
matter When the New Teſtament, and Common 


Prayer were Printed iu Iriſh, in the beginning of 
the laſt Century, there were two Arch-Biſhops, and 
one Biſhop of Ireland, and Mr. Kearney, Treaſurer 
of St. Patricks there, concerned in the Work, 


who all underſtood the Language very well; and 


therefore muſt be ſuppoſed to know the fitneſs of 


9 


the Character in which the Language ſhould be 
Printed. And they Printed thoſe Books in the 
Jriſh Characters, which Queen Elixabeth had ſome 
time before ſent to Ireland, at her own Charge, 


. 0 


for that End, 


_ Theſe Characters were loſt or deſtroyed in the 
great Rebellion ; and therefore, when Mr. Boyle, 
reſolved to Print the whole BIBLE in the + 

Tongue, he had a Font of Vi Types, caſt on pur- 

Poſe; which belike ſo great a Man would not have 
done, withvut being firſt well aſſured of their 
ufefulneſs. And after he had got the whole BI- 2 

BLE Printed in Them, he ſeat ſeveral Copies to 9 

the Highlands, (where as I am credibly informed 
by ſome Perſons of great Honour and worth, who 
are Natives of that Country) they are uſeful, 
and much valued ; as being eaſy to be Read, and 
alſo being remaining badges of their Nation, of 
which they have no ſmall Opinion. And the 

a difference between rhem, and the iſh BIBLES, 

* Printed in the Engliſ Character, in Ofavo is } 
plainly this; that the 8 more legible, f 
and better adapted to the Language, and the 4 

Oct avo's cheaper and better fitted to the Purſes of 
common People. This I know, that in Ireland, 

the Highlanders can Read the BIBLE, in the Iriſh 
Charger the difference of the Engliſh and Iriſh 

Characters being ſo ſmall, that there is nodifficulty 
in ſo doing; and it is ſtrange that the ſame thing 
ſhould be eaſy, and intelligible to a Highlander in 
Ireland, which is otherwiſe in the Northern Part 
of great Brit ain. n 


The Reaſons hitherto mentioned for Printing 
Triſh Books in the Iriſb Character, are taken from 
the Nature and Idioms of the Language. There 
is one Argument {till remaining, wkich will go N 
by” e rar, 


it is not Expedient, to diſguſt them in ſo £ 
a Matter. The Truth will without doubt, meet 


Ko — 


r 
far, and have great Weight with any one, that 


ſeriouſly conſiders of the moſt effectual Method of 


Converting Men to the Truth; and that is, that 


the J1riſþ Character is more acceptable to the Vriſh 
Nation, than any other. It hath been uſed by 


that People for many Ages, they are therefore 
very fond of it, and like Books written in it, 


much better than in any other Letter. I have 


been told by ſome Perſons Worthy of Credit, that 
ſeveral of the Jriſh Natives have refuſed to Read 


the 7-i/b Bible in the Engliſh Character, when they 
would at the ſame time read it in the 14h. I know 
from my own Experience, that they have a great 


Value for Books in the Language and Character of 
their own Nation: Religious Treatiſes, eſpecially, 
come with Advantage to them in this manner, for 
they Love any thing that is Iriſh, becauſe it gives 


them hopes of keeping up their Nation. This, I 


queſt ion not, is the true Reaſon, why they ſent 
from far and near for a ſmall Volume of Sermons 


Printed in their own Language and Character laſt 
Vear, and why it was handed about, and much 


Read among them. Even the Proteſtant Gentle- 
men of that Nation, have not a mind that the Cha- 


racer ſhould be diſuſed, and ſome of them, who 
juſtly deferve great Reſpect and Eſteem, have 


ſignified little leſs to my ſelf. And therefor. 


with much Oppoſition ; many will not only be loth 


to admit it, but think themſelves concerned to re- 
ſiſt it; and therefore it ſhould be propoſed to 
them with all imaginable Advantages; They, 
whoſe Temporal Intereſt it will be, to withſtand 
the Progreſs of the Proteſtant Religion, will be 
Lure to uſe all their Endeavours to prejudice o- 
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the manner in hich it is 


tion: and. Popiſh; Emiſſaries, will probably take an 
Opportunity, if we ſhould forbear the ule of their 


own Letters, to ſupply them with Romib Books 
in their own Language and Character from France, 
122985 Flanders, or R 


or Rome, where there are Iriſh 
es. And therefore it ſeems more adviſeable 


to make this Condeſcenſion to their Prepoſſeſſions, 
and Infirmities, as St. Paul did in other Caſes, 


* 


1 Cor. 9. 20, 21, 22. Unto the Few, I became a 


Jem, thet I might gain the Jems; to them that are 


under the Law, as under the Lam, that I might gain 


them that are under the Law > To them that are with= 
out Law, as without Law, (being not withcut Law to 
God, but under the Law to Chriſt) that 1 might gain 
them that are without Law. To the weak became I as 


| Weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 


things to all Men, that I might by all means ſave 


ſome, 


Finally, it is not unworthy our Conſideration; 
that by diſuſing the 1-;/b Character, we ſhall be 
likely to loſe the Benefit of ſuch Old Manuſcripts, 
as are Written in that Language, and which are 
conſiderable in the Opinion of Mr. Lluyd, and 
others. „% ĩ 0h e 

A Specimen of Iriſh in the Engliſh Character. 

Ar a nadhbharfin a dubhradar a bhraithreacha- 
ſan ris; Fag ſo, agus imthigh go tir Iudaighe, do 
chum go bhfaicfidis do dheſciobail fos na hoibrea- 
cha do ni thu. © 5 | 
Dir ni dheunann neach ar bith ein ni a bhfolach, 
agus, -larrus e fein do bheith oirdheirc: ma ni tu 


ad ſo, foillſigh thu fein fos ann. Eo. 7. 3, 4. 


Objections IFainib 

r in &hich it is preſented tod em. They 

will labour fo make them believe, 'that we have 
al deſign to-deſtr6y both their Church and Na- 
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Me have Read . | Richirdſor 8 * 
pendix, concerning the Iriſh Character; and. 
do entirely approve of bis Reaſons, for mal 
ing uſe of it, in Printing the Liturgy, and 
other Books m the Iriſh Language. Wit 
neſs 1 Hands, June 18th. 1712. 


. Geo. Hickes. 
kam. Gibſon, 
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